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Scope and Objectivesp j

 Update Zoning Code Chapter 19.40, Critical Areas

 Growth Management Act Compliance

 Protect Key Environmental Functions and Values

 Focused update



Policy Backgroundy g

2011 Burien Vision2011 Burien Vision
 ENVIRONMENT 
 Natural 

 Burien conserves its natural environment and public 
waterfronts. 

 Green 
 Burien treasures parks and open spaces, and welcomes 

opportunities for more. 

 Livable 
 Burien makes sustainable land, energy, water, and 

transportation choices.

Goal EV.1
Preserve and enhance critical areas in order to protect public health, safety, and 
welfare, and to maintain the integrity of  the natural environment.



Policy Background cont.y g

Goal EV.2
Maintain and promote a safe and healthy environment and preserve the quality of life 
in Burien.

Goal EV 3Goal EV.3
Promote soil stability to protect against the loss of both public and private property in 
areas with steep slopes.

Goal EV. 4
Conserve fish and wildlife resources and maintain bio‐diversity.

Goal EV.6Goal EV.6
Protect and enhance the functions and values of the City’s wetlands.

Goal EQ.1
R i th i ifi t l th t th t l i t l i ti h lthRecognize the significant role that the natural environment plays in creating a healthy 
and attractive community.



Benefits of Critical Areas

 Water quality protection 

 Water quality enhancement

 Protect fish and wildlife habitats

 Support food chain systempp y

 Flood storage

 Ground water recharge Ground water recharge

 Erosion prevention

 Aesthetic value Aesthetic value



Critical Areas in Burien

Critical Areas Compared to 

Acres Percent

Landslide Hazard 943 15%

p
Total City Land Area

Landslide Hazard 943 15%

Seismic Hazard 199 3%

Streams 243 4%

Wetlands 155 2%

Flood Hazard 93 1%

Aquifer Recharge 834 13%

Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation 168 3%Conservation 168 3%

Total City Area 6,400 



Critical Areas and Buffers In Burien
P  f T l L d A
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Areas of Focus

 Best Available Science studies and updates

 Department of Ecology early comments

 Consultant review





Process

 Planning Commission
 3 meetings
 April 22nd Presentation of Draft Amendments
 May 13th PUBLIC HEARINGy
 May 27th Planning Commission Recommendation

 City Council City Council
 2 meetings
 June 1st Presentation of Planning Commission Recommendation
 June 15th Adopt Code Amendments June 15th Adopt Code Amendments

 Shoreline Master Program Alignment 
 3rd quarter


