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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: April 27, 2009 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

A. Annexation Open House – April 16, 2009 

On April 16, 2009 City staff hosted a Burien Proposed Annexation Informational 

Open House at Hilltop Elementary School. This event was the fourth in a series of 

open houses planned by staff. The event was attended by approximately 70-75 

people, many of whom had not attended annexation related meetings in the past.  

 

Questions and comments raised during the open house will be incorporated into the 

Burien Annexation web page located at www.burienwa.gov/annexation. Interested 

parties may also receive future open house information by signing up for the 

Annexation Email List or calling the Burien Annexation Hotline at 206-436-5555. 

The next open house is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19
th

 at Salmon Creek School 

located at 614 – SW 120
th

 Street.  

 

B. Economic Development Roundtable – April 16, 2009 

Staff attended a southwest King County regional economic development conference 

at the invitation of Dr. Jack Bermingham, President of the Highline Community 

College. Approximately 25 staff members and elected officials, including King 

County council members Julia Patterson and Peter Von Reichbauer, were divided 

into small groups to brainstorm opportunities for collaboration in order to more fully 

support economic recovery. Several areas of common interest were identified, 

including improving public transportation and more active joint legislative initiatives 

on both a State and Federal level. The consensus was that we should take advantage 

of existing groups like SKCEDI and the Highline Forum to prioritize 3 or 4 issues to 

work on together. 

 

C. AWC Municipal Achievement Awards Submittal 

Staff entered our T.A.G. Program (Taking Aim at Graffiti) in the Public Safety 

category for the 2009 AWC Municipal Achievement Awards.  The awards program 

recognizes innovative municipal projects that significantly improve the quality of 

life for citizens, establish partnerships, and build community support.  Awards will 

be presented at the AWC Conference in June. 
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D. Puget Sound Regional Council Meeting – April 14, 2009 

Staff attended an oral presentation by Ron Posthama from King County Metro, to the 

PSRC in support of a $5.5 million written grant request to close the gap needed to 

fund the $20 million cost of the 503  space garage to be built as part of the Burien 

Transit Oriented Development(TOD) project. Burien is co sponsor of the grant 

request. Approval will allow the construction of the parking garage to begin as 

planned later this year. The residential component is planned for late next year and is 

yet to be funded.   

 

E. Regional Meeting on Last December’s Snow Incidents – April 16, 2009 

Public Works and Emergency Management Staff met with staff from SeaTac, 

Normandy Park, Des Moines, Highline School District, King County DOT and 

Metro/Sound Transit to exchange information on snow clearing procedures and route 

priorities, and discuss what can be done better next time there is a snow incident.  

Staff has established a working relationship and agreed to periodically meet to 

maintain our relationship.  An added benefit for Burien is that in comparing our 

priority routes for snow removal, Burien’s priorities coincide with King County’s 

need for maintaining Metro services.  They are also a fairly close match to Highline 

School District’s priority routes. 

 

F. JAG Recovery Grant 

The City of Burien, along with King County and 17 other cities are eligible to 

receive $4.88 million in Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Recovery Act funding for 

preventing and reducing crime.  The grant specifies a set amount for each 

jurisdiction based on Part 1 violent crimes, however, the jurisdictions are in disparity 

and must agree on how to allocate the funds amongst themselves.  In recognition of 

the costs that King County incurs in processing felonies and in the spirit of 

cooperation, the cities have unanimously agreed and proposed to provide King 

County with 10% of their individual shares, essentially doubling King County’s 

original allocation.   Negotiations continue with King County and if they do not 

agree to this proposal by the May 18
th

 grant deadline the funding will be lost.  Under 

the proposal, Burien’s share would be $103,999 and King County’s share would be 

$863,500.   

 

G. Seahurst Park Upland Renovation Receives Citation of Merit 

The Washington Recreation & Parks Association has honored the City of Burien 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department with a Citation of Merit 

for the Seahurst Park Upland Renovation Project. The Citation of Merit serves to 

acknowledge the achievements of WRPA member jurisdictions for significant 

projects that serve to meet the community’s needs for parks and recreation facilities 

and programs.  
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H. Parking Space Lease at 15811 Ambaum Blvd. SW 

Staff has arranged a short term lease of 14 contiguous parking spaces in the interim 

city hall garage. The lease is for 24 months at $490 per month beginning August 1, 

2009 when our present office lease expires. This facility will provide city vehicles 

with secure, covered parking, on nights and weekends when the vehicles are not in 

use on official business. 

 

I. City Arts Corp Program at Cedarhurst School 

For the past several years, the City has contracted with Arts Corps to bring after-

school arts education directly to Burien youth at their school site. Arts Corps is the 

largest non-profit arts education agency in the Seattle area, and was founded on the 

mission that all young people, not just those with resources, should have access to 

quality arts learning experiences. For the second year, the City has co-funded the 

program at Cedarhurst School. This year’s program began in March and recently 

concluded. Five (5) classes for kindergarten through fifth graders created clay 

sculptures with artist Monad Elohim. Cedarhurst teachers were provided 

instructional information following the program, so that other classes could also 

potentially continue. Participating youth will also be writing poetry about their visual 

art experience. 

 

J. Annual Spring Egg Hunt & Bunny Breakfast 

Approximately 700 children descended on the Burien Community Center & Dottie 

Harper Park grounds on April 11 for this popular family event.  Toddlers were 

delighted to have their separate activity in the “Peter Cotton Tail House”.  Different 

rounds were held in both parks for segregated age groups ranging from 4 to 11 years 

old. The pre-event Bunny Breakfast was a smash success, with around 100 

additional people attending this year.  Staff will be discussing capacity “challenges” 

with the Breakfast event this week.  Photo opportunities with the costumed Easter 

Bunny were also an event highlight. The Burien Lions Club co-sponsored the Bunny 

Breakfast, and the Burien Co-op Preschool provided volunteers to assist staff with 

the Egg Hunt.  

 

K. Late Night Teen Participants Visit Redmond Program 

On April 10, the City’s Friday Late Night Teen Program took 10 participants to a 

band show at The Redmond Fire House, which is a renowned teen center that 

showcases bands on the weekends. Our teens listened to 4 bands including On The 

Last Day, which is a local Seattle band with 2 members that are also staff members 

for the City’s Saturday Late Night Program at Sylvester Middle School.  Participants 

also toured the in-house professional recording studio with City of Redmond 

staff. Everyone is excited about attending another concert soon. 

 

L. Red Light Enforcement Update 

By now most citizens have noticed the red light enforcement cameras at 148
th

, 152
nd

 

and 160
th

, and a few may have even received a warning.  As of April 17, we have not 

yet started issuing citations.  The delay is the due to some hiccups in the technical 

aspects of the cameras and coordination between the City’s Vendor Redflex and 
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King County Court, who operates as the Burien Court system.  The switch from 

warnings to citations should happen any day.  To date the cameras have captured and 

reported more than 1250 incidents, more than 800 violations and over 600 warnings 

have been generated.  Keep in mind that a police officer reviews the video footage 

from each and every one of these incidents in order to determine if a citation is 

warranted.   

 

M. Flood Insurance Inquiries 

Community Development is getting a number of inquiries from homeowners owning 

property along the shoreline who have received letters from their banks requiring 

them to purchase flood insurance. Staff is working with them to provide information 

and maps to help them determine if they are in fact in the flood plain, and also 

providing guidance on the process to have their structure removed from the flood 

plain by way of a the FEMA MT-EZ form when appropriate. 

 

N. Update on SCORE Project 

The SCORE member cities’ finance departments, in conjunction with Bond Counsel, 

SCORE’s financial advisor and underwriters are actively evaluating and preparing 

the best financing plan for the life of the SCORE debt.  The Build America Bonds 

(BABs) program is one new option available through the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act of 2009 to SCORE when it issues the estimated $95 million in 

debt early this fall (after the final project bids are opened and costs are finalized).  

BABs allow state and local governments to issue taxable governmental bonds and 

receive either a tax credit or a federal reimbursement for 35% of the financing costs.  

The benefit to issuing taxable bonds at generally lower nontaxable cost, is that 

governments will have a much larger international market in which to sell the 

bonds.  Currently, non-taxable bonds have a limited market - those who can benefit 

from a U.S. tax break.  In today’s economic climate, with smaller profits and in 

some cases substantial losses, tax-breaks or credits are less appealing.    

 

O. COPS Grant Could Benefit Annexation 

Through the King County Sheriff’s Office, Burien has applied for a grant to cover 

the entry level salary and benefits of up to nine additional officers for 3 years. 

 Contingent on a successful annexation vote, the additional officers would be added 

to provide service to the PAA.  The grant will cover $77,878 per officer – about 50% 

of the total cost of a sworn deputy.  We are competing nationwide for 5500 positions 

(new or to rehire laid-off staff) and the local jurisdiction receiving the grant must 

agree to retain the officer’s position after the 3 years using local funds.  These funds 

could be particularly useful to Burien because for the first two years after annexation 

instead of receiving general fund property taxes from the annexation area we will 

receive the road levy that can be used for street improvements and maintenance but 

not for police services.   
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. City Receives Copy of Letter Regarding Puget Sound Park (Pg. 29) 

Burien received a copy of a letter written by King County Councilmember Larry 

Phillips to King County Executive Ron Sims thanking him for withdrawing Puget 

Sound Park from the list of proposed sites for “sustainable communities and 

affordable housing demonstration projects.”  See letter attached. 

 

B. Snow Summit Agenda – April 28, 2009 (Pg. 30) 

Burien has received a letter from King County Executive Sims and King County 

Councilmember Constantine, inviting the Mayor to participate in a “Snow Summit” 

to learn about some of the lessons learned, changes already made and plans to 

improve response for next winter.  Along with the letter, we received a copy of King 

County Department of Transportation’s December 2008 Snow Event After-Action 

Report Issued February 6, 2009.  This Report will be on file in the City Manager 

Office, should any Councilmember wish to review it. 

 

C. Tenant Protection Law Follow-Up (Pg. 31) 

In response to a request from Council, staff has engaged in further research 

regarding local tenant protection programs. While our neighboring cities primarily 

rely on the Washington State Landlord Tenant Law, a few have initiated additional 

programs.  Staff has compiled a summary of those identified programs in the 

attached memo.  Full program descriptions have been attached to the memo. 

 


















































