
CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject:  Motion to Direct Staff to Send Letter to King 

County Council Regarding Proposed Sale of Puget Sound Park 

Meeting Date  April 13, 2009 

Department:  Parks, Recreation 

& Cultural Services 

Attachments:   

1. Public Notice  

2. Proposed Ordinance 

3. Puget Sound Park 

Fund Source:  N/A 

Activity Cost:  N/A 

Amount Budgeted:  N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority:  N/A 
Contact:  Michael Lafreniere, 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural 

Services 

Telephone:  206-988-3703 
Adopted Work Plan  

Priority:  Yes       No  X      
Work Plan Item Description:   N/A 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:   

The purpose of this agenda item is to provide Council an opportunity to further discuss the sale of Puget 

Sound Park which has been proposed to the King County Council by the King County Executive. 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):   

The King County Executive and the King County Dept. of Development and Environmental Services 

(DDES) has invited comment on a proposed ordinance adopting provisions for five sustainable 

communities and housing demonstration projects (see Attachment 1). The purpose of the proposed 

ordinance (see Attachment 2) is to provide additional housing with affordable housing and workforce 

housing integrated into developments containing market rate housing, with the maximization of sustainable 

development. Goals include the promotion of livable communities, including bike/pedestrian connections 

to nearby retail and commercial areas, connected street network, mix of housing types and mix. 

 

If passed by the King County Council, this proposed ordinance would result in the sale of a public park in 

Burien’s proposed annexation area, Puget Sound Park (see Attachment 3). This popular 5-acre park is 

located approximately at 1st Ave S and 126th St SW, and contains a multi-purpose court, an open play 

field, parking lot, picnic area, play equipment area and running track. 

 

Staff are recommending that the Council discuss the proposed sale of this property and that the City 

respond to the request for comment by DDES.  

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   

1. N/A 
 

Administrative Recommendation:  Discuss the sale of Puget Sound Park which has been proposed to the King County 

Council by the King County Executive. 

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

  

Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 

 

Suggested Motion:  Move to direct staff to send letter to King County Council expressing the Council’s 

opposition to the proposed sale of Puget Sound Park. 
Submitted by:  Michael Lafreniere Mike Martin 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: April 9, 2009 File Code: \\file01\records\cc\agenda bill 2009\041309pk-3 puget sound park.doc 

http://maps.google.com/maps?t=h&om=1&ll=47.490101,-122.335006&spn=0.001689,0.003616


ATTACHMENT 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 31, 2009 

 

 

To Interested Parties: 
 

Enclosed for your review is a proposed ordinance and summary relating to the update of the King 

County land use code.  This is a proposed ordinance adopting provisions for five sustainable 

communities and housing demonstration projects. The purpose is to provide additional housing with 

affordable housing and workforce housing integrated into developments containing market rate 

housing, with the maximization of sustainable development. Goals include the promotion of livable 

communities, including bike/pedestrian connections to nearby retail and commercial areas, connected 

street network, mix of housing types and mix of uses, as well as design elements to address potential 

climate impact changes and to ensure attractive, well designed developments that will assist in 

improving safety and preventing crime in the surrounding area 

 

The enclosed draft represents the proposal of the Department of Development and Environmental 

Services (DDES) for the purpose of soliciting comments from the general public and all other 

interested parties.  This information is also posted on the Department's Web site at 

http://www.metrokc.gov/ddes/legnews/.  

 

You are invited to review and comment on the enclosed proposed ordinance.  Written comments 

received by Tuesday, April 28, 2009 will be considered in the Department's transmittal to King 

County Executive Ron Sims.   

 

Please direct your comments, or any questions regarding developing a project under this ordinance, to 

Lisa Dinsmore, Program Manager, at (206) 296-7171, or by email at lisa.dinsmore@kingcounty.gov 

  

 

Department of Development 
and Environmental Services 

900 Oakesdale Avenue SW 
Renton, WA  98055-1219 

http://www.metrokc.gov/ddes/legnews/


Summary 
Proposed ordinance relating to sustainable communities and 

affordable housing 
 
 
This is a proposed ordinance adopting provisions for five sustainable communities and 
housing demonstration projects.  
 
The purpose is to provide additional housing with affordable housing and workforce housing 
integrated into developments containing market rate housing, with the maximization of 
sustainable development.  
 
Goals include the promotion of livable communities, including bike/pedestrian connections to 
nearby retail and commercial areas, connected street network, mix of housing types and mix 
of uses, as well as design elements to address potential climate impact changes and to ensure 
attractive, well designed developments that will assist in improving safety and preventing 
crime in the surrounding area. 
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..title 1 

AN ORDINANCE relating to five development projects; 2 

adopting provisions for approval of five sustainable 3 

communities and housing demonstration projects, in 4 

accordance with K.C.C. 21A.55.010; and adding a new 5 

section to K.C.C. chapter 21A.55. 6 

..body 7 

PREAMBLE: 8 

The availability of affordable housing is a regional vision as expressed in 9 

the Growth Management Act, Vision 2040 multicounty planning policies, 10 

the King County countywide planning policies and the King County 11 

Comprehensive Plan.  Ideally, affordable housing would be located in 12 

communities that are safe, healthy, accessible to facilities and services and 13 

part of diverse communities. 14 

Comprehensive Plan Policy U-108 calls on the county to promote public 15 

health by concentrating growth within the Urban Growth Area, allowing 16 

mixed-use developments and adding pedestrian linkages.  Further, 17 

Comprehensive Plan Policy U-132 encourages innovative, quality infill 18 

development and redevelopment in existing urban areas.  More 19 

specifically, this policy directs the county to consider a strategy employing 20 

techniques for assembly and resale of sites to providers of affordable 21 

housing.  With an understanding of the cost of providing parking 22 

combined with the decreasing need for parking within urban areas due to 23 
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increased transit options, Policy U-329 suggests a reduction in parking 24 

requirements for affordable housing projects that utilize any of a variety of 25 

affordable housing incentive programs, subsidies, tax abatement or credits.  26 

Further, in accordance with Policy U-337, King County understands the 27 

importance of incorporating the principles of healthy communities and 28 

homes, sustainability, and greenhouse gas emissions mitigation in 29 

affordable housing developments. 30 

The King County Initiative, HealthScape, told us that people who live in 31 

more compact urban communities actually drive, on average, twenty-six 32 

percent less than people who live in more-sprawling communities.  33 

Furthermore, communities that are designed to increase biking and 34 

walking also serve as ideal for transit.  Communities that have integrated 35 

street networks, a mix of uses and residential densities supportive of 36 

public transportation can reduce vehicle miles traveled because auto trips 37 

are being replaced with more walking, biking and transit. 38 

King County wishes to foster affordable housing developments that will 39 

demonstrate that fewer than expected parking spaces are required, that a 40 

mix of uses will increase opportunities for walking, biking and transit, and 41 

that higher densities on infill properties will foster more vibrant urban 42 

communities. 43 

The Housing Stimulus Plan, as called for in King County Motion 12901, 44 

approved by the King County Council on December 15, 2008, identifies 45 

increased density bonuses for sustainable development projects, greater 46 
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development flexibility, and the use of King County surplus properties for 47 

housing developments as elements to support and enhance the economic 48 

vitality of the housing market.  49 

King County is planning to convey certain properties it currently owns 50 

under the Sustainable Communities and Housing Pilot Project subject to 51 

restrictions that will require any purchaser to develop the properties 52 

consistent with the County's goals. 53 

 54 

 55 

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 56 

 NEW SECTION.  SECTION 1.  There is hereby added to K.C.C. chapter 21A.55 57 

a new section to read as follows: 58 

 A.  The purpose of the sustainable communities and housing demonstration 59 

projects is to provide additional housing with affordable housing and workforce housing 60 

integrated into developments containing market rate housing, with the maximization of 61 

sustainable development, which includes bike/pedestrian connections, mix of housing 62 

types, use of recycleable materials and similar approaches.  The demonstration projects 63 

will provide information on application of these techniques to urban infill redevelopment 64 

projects, and urban single family residential projects, some of which may include mixed 65 

use. The demonstration projects will also provide information to assist in the county 66 

refinement of regulations such as zoning, subdivision, roads and stormwater regulations.  67 

Expected benefits from the demonstration projects include:  use of innovative design and 68 

development techniques that promote livable communities, reduced impervious surface 69 
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