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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: April 13, 2009 

SUBJECT: City Manager‟s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

A. Sustainability Effort Supported 

Mayes Testing Engineers frequently sends special inspection reports to the Building 

Division staff through the mail. The Building Official has approved their request to 

start sending all reports via e-mail in an effort to support Mayes process of "going 

green" and the City of Burien‟s support of sustainability.  

 

B. An Otter in Miller Creek 

While people who live along the Puget Sound shoreline in Burien probably have 

observed river otters as they migrate between freshwater streams, we now have 

evidence that otters are visiting upland areas of the city.  On April 2, the 

Miller/Walker Basin Steward, observed an otter climbing over a weir (a small dam) 

in Miller Creek just upstream of the SeaTac/Burien city boundary along Des Moines 

Memorial Drive.  Otters long have been observed in the lower portions of Miller 

Creek in Normandy Park but not this far upstream in many years.  Presumably the 

otter made its way upstream through the culvert underneath First Ave. S., through 

the city, and then through the long culvert underneath SR509/Des Moines Memorial 

Drive.  As Burien residents help to further restore habitat along these streams and 

reduce stormwater pollution, such sightings should become more common. 

 

C. New I.T. Technician to Join City Staff 

On April 16 our new full time in-house computer support employee will start.  Maria 

(Ethel) de Leon is currently employed at the downtown Seattle YWCA where she 

provides technical support for 400+ staff computers. 

 

This position was created during the 2009-2010 budget process and is designed to be 

revenue-neutral, since this work is currently being outsourced.  Our contractor, Seitel 

Systems will still help us with special projects, but Ethel will be in charge of day-to-

day operations.  Feel free to stop by her cube, across from Tabatha, and meet her 

next time you‟re in City Hall.  
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D. Seahurst Park Upland Renovation Receives Citation of Merit 

The Washington Recreation & Parks Association has honored the City of Burien 

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department with a Citation of Merit 

for the Seahurst Park Upland Renovation Project. The Citation of Merit serves to 

acknowledge the achievements of WRPA member jurisdictions for significant 

projects that serve to meet the community‟s needs for parks and recreation facilities 

and programs.  

 

E. City Receives 2009 AWC WellCity Award of Achievement (Pg. 45) 

In recognition of Burien‟s outstanding commitment to employee health promotion, 

the City of Burien has been awarded the 2009 AWC WellCity Award of 

Achievement.  (See letter attached.)  This is the first time our City has received the 

designation.  The award will be presented to a Wellness Committee representative at 

the Employee Health Academy on April 15.   

 

The Wellness Program is intended to address escalating health care costs through 

helping employees improve their health by reducing health risks.  In addition, such 

programs help employers reduce workers‟ comp claims, decrease absenteeism, 

achieve wiser employee use of health care resources, and improve productivity.  

Research confirms that a well designed health promotion program returns, on 

average, from $3 to $5 for every dollar invested.   

 

F. Burien’s Annual Financial Audit Underway 

Every year, the Washington State Auditor‟s Office performs an independent audit of 

the City‟s Financial Statements.  The purpose of the audit is to obtain reasonable 

assurance that our financial statements are free of material misstatement.  An auditor 

from the State Auditor‟s office recently joined us for her third year as our auditor.  

She is temporarily sitting in the cubicle across from the City Manager‟s office and 

will be with us through our move to the new City Hall. 

 

G. Planners to Attend Law Conference 

Several planning staff are attending the 2009 Planning Law Conference sponsored 

by the Puget Sound Section of the American Planning Association, Washington 

Chapter.  This bi-annual day-long conference will cover recent changes to laws 

related to, the growth management act, shoreline planning, sustainability, complete 

streets, FEMA laws, transfer of developments rights, affordable housing, finance, 

takings and vesting. 

 

H. Seniors Get Tech-Savvy with Speed Learning 

On March 31, seven seniors got tech-savvy during a speed learning course at the 

Burien Community Center. Topics included how to text on cell phones, send 

attachments with e-mails, and upload photos onto Flickr and videos onto YouTube. 

They rotated to different stations every 20 minutes where they had a hands-on 

experience with each topic. Instructors included Recreation staff as well as Burien 

Teen Leadership Council member, Tu Dinh. Judging from the enthusiastic responses 

in class and positive class evaluations, all participants found this “crash-course in 
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new technology” quite valuable. One participant who took the class (Gerald 

Constantino) told staff how wonderful it was and how patient the young people were 

with him. He said that none of them made him feel like “an old senior”. He said he 

was delighted with the class and would like to see more of this kind of thing. Staff 

obtained the concept for this innovative program from the recent WRPA Mid-Year 

Conference. 

 

I. Burien Senior Wii Bowling Wins WRPA Program Spotlight Award 

The cities of Burien, Tukwila, Des Moines, Auburn, Kent, SeaTac, Bonney Lake, 

and Enumclaw all began offering Wii Bowling for senior adults last Fall. This week, 

the new joint league was announced as the recipient of Washington Recreation and 

Park Association‟s (WRPA) 2009 Spotlight Award for program excellence. Wii 

Bowling has been a terrific addition to the City‟s current senior fitness and wellness 

program. Burien‟s Wii Bowling seniors also recently won 3rd place in tournament 

play. 

 

J. PaRCS Participates in Highline Community College Health Expo for Seniors 

PaRCS staff participated in the first annual Senior Health Expo at Highline 

Community College on Friday, March 27. A variety of other organizations also took 

part, including Molina Healthcare, Merrill Gardens at Renton Centre, AARP, 

Highline Audiology, the Federal Way and Des Moines Senior Programs and many 

more. This event showcased information and services that are geared towards 

making the lives of seniors easier. 

 

K. Hybrid Vehicle Data 

In 2007, we purchased several new Ford Escape vehicles, of which one was a 

hybrid.  We‟ve been tracking actual gas mileage on the hybrid and gas-powered 

vehicles driven by two of our building inspectors for mostly in-city driving.  On 

average, the gas vehicle receives 14 mpg while the hybrid gets 23 mpg.  On an 

annual basis of about 6,000 miles, the hybrid saves us about 168 gallons of gas, 

between $335-$650 annually depending on gas prices, and 1.5 metric tons of carbon 

dioxide emitted.   

 

L. Enchanted Evening Event Sparkles 

Eighty-five older adults were dazzled by “The Diamond Experience” at the Burien 

Senior Program‟s annual “Enchanted Evening” event on Friday, March 27. Daystar 

Retirement Village co-sponsored the event and provided an excellent 4-course 

dinner. The „Neil Diamond‟ performance group had the dance floor full. Many 

participants commented on how delicious the food was and how much they enjoyed 

the event, which also netted approximately $1,500 in funds raised for the Senior 

Program. Video of the event is available online at www.youtube.com/burienparks.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4cEnJ-u0m3E
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M. Teen Flashlight Egg Hunt 

On March 28, PaRCS hosted its annual Teen Flashlight Egg Hunt as part of the 

regular Saturday Late Night Program. Seventy-two teens showed up with flashlights 

for the outdoor event; however, due to the weather, activities were moved to the 

small gym inside Sylvester Middle School. PaRCS staff report that, although now 

older, teens scramble as enthusiastically to grab as much candy and eggs as the little 

ones do who attended the Spring Egg Hunt held on April 11. 

 

 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. City Receives Copy of Letter Regarding Puget Sound Park (Pg. 46) 

Burien has received a copy of a letter sent by Dow Constantine to King County 

Executive Ron Sims, requesting the removal of Puget Sound Park from the list of 

“Sustainable Communities and Affordable Housing Demonstration Projects.”  See 

letter attached. 

 

B. City Receives King County Sherriff’s Office 2008 Annual Report 

The King County Sherriff‟s Office 2008 Annual Report has been received. The 

report will be on file in the City Manager‟s Office should any councilmember wish 

to review it. 

 

C. Contracts Over $25,000 Signed by City 

The City has recently signed the following budgeted contracts that are over $25,000: 

 Tri-Tec Communications for $65,422 for moving the telephone system to 

new City Hall and purchasing new telephones. 

 Perteet, Inc. for contract amendment #1 for $388,000 to complete design and 

prepare construction documents for 1
St

 Ave. S., Phase 2, Roadway 

Improvement Project. 

 

D. Citizen Action Requests Report (Pg. 47) 

Staff has provided Council a Citizen Action Request Report dated April 2, 2009. 

 

E. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 53) 

Staff has provided Council with approved minutes from the following advisory 

boards: 

 Burien Business & Economic Development Partnership Minutes dated 

February 13, 27, & March 13, 2009 

 

F. Notices (Pg. 59) 

The following Notices are attached: 

 Public Hearing to receive public comments on an application for Proposed 

Dormitory Replacement and Construction of Additional Parking (Phase I) 

and Review of a Master Plan for Development of the Washington State 

Criminal Justice Training Center Campus for Years 2009 – 2021. 


















