
R:\CM\CM Reports 2009\CMReport030209Final.doc 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: March 2, 2009 

SUBJECT: City Manager‟s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

A. Sustainability Update 

The Planning Commission has resumed work on creating a sustainability strategy for 

the city.  At the February 10
th

 Planning Commission meeting the commission was 

given a presentation from a consultant from AHBL who assisted the City of 

Shoreline with their strategy which was followed by a discussion.  At the February 

24
th

 meeting the commission will be hearing from representatives of Sustainable 

Burien about what they are currently working on and what they would like to see in 

a sustainability strategy.   

 

B. Sustainability Classes of Interest to Residents 

If the number of people signing up to learn how to raise chickens is any indication, 

Burien residents are very interested in finding out how they can be lead more 

sustainable lifestyles. Over 25 people signed up to take the Parks Department‟s class. 

In a recent article concerning the Department‟s efforts to use goats for some parks 

maintenance projects, the Highline Times highlighted the chicken-raising class as 

another way Burien is promoting sustainability. In addition to the recent 

maintenance efforts at Mathison Park, goats are also being used on some trouble 

spots in Seahurst and Shorewood Parks.  

 

C. Proposed Annexation – Public Hearing, Boundary Review Board (Pg. CM-69) 

The Washington State Boundary Review Board for King County will hold a public 

hearing at the hour of 7:00PM on Monday, March, 30, 2009. If required, Wednesday 

April 1, 2009 has also been set aside. The purpose of the hearing is to consider 

Burien's proposed annexation. 

The hearing will take place at the Riverside Residences Inn, 11244 Tukwila 

International Blvd, Seattle, WA. The Hearing Room/Building is located behind the 

main building of the Inn. A copy of the meeting notice has been attached to the City 

Manager‟s report. 
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D. Burien’s Proposed Annexation in the Seattle Viet Times (Pg. CM-71) 

Thanks to the efforts of community partner Peter Truong, the issue of Burien‟s 

Proposed Annexation appeared in Vietnamese in the February 13
th

 edition of the 

Seattle Viet Times. A copy of the article has been attached to the City Manager‟s 

report. Staff continues to work with local contacts to bring this information to 

various communities in the proposed annexation area.  Peter Truong is a Community 

Service Officer with the King County Sheriff’s Office.  

 

E. Legislative Visits 

Mayor McGilton, Councilmembers Nelson and Blazak and staff participated in 

meetings with members of the City‟s legislative delegation in Olympia on February 

18 and 19.  The Senators and Representatives listened to the City‟s priorities and 

advised that this is a challenging time for the State‟s budget.  They also discussed the 

status of the proposed North Highline annexation.  

 

The visits coincided with the Association of Washington Cities‟ annual Legislative 

Action Conference, which featured a speech by Governor Gregoire.  Councilmember 

Nelson also attended a meeting of a new AWC committee.  

 

Councilmember Blazak and staff that week also took part in meetings between 

leaders of the South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd) and South King 

County members of the House and Senate Transportation Committees, as well as the 

Governor‟s transportation policy staff and the Chair of the House Transportation 

Committee. The SCATBd members expressed concern about needed transportation 

projects in South King County and requested support for an equitable distribution of 

federal and state “economic stimulus” funding for transportation projects.  

 

The Legislature‟s fiscal committees face a “cutoff date” of March 2 to pass bills out 

of committee, and March 12 is the last day to consider bills in their house of origin.  

The session is scheduled to adjourn on April 26. 

 

F. New Reception Phone System Installed at Parks 

Over the President‟s day weekend, the Parks Reception Counter was moved and 

combined with the Senior Program Counter.  A new combined phone reception 

system was setup and activated to more efficiently and effectively serve the public.  

Both Parks and the Senior Center can be reached by calling 206.988.3700. 

 

G. Adult Recreation Opportunities Continuing Through New Partnership 

The Parks Department‟s collaboration with Underdog Sports League is steady and 

running. Due to a late start, the Department didn‟t have enough teams for winter 

leagues, so it is now focusing its efforts towards the spring in the hopes of running 

both Dodgeball and Volleyball. Both sports seasons start in April. This public-

private partnership extends the kind of recreation programming that the Department 

can offer. More information about the spring leagues being formed is at 

www.underdogburien.com.  

 



City Manager‟s Report 

March 2, 2009 

Page 3 

 

 

R:\CM\CM Reports 2009\CMReport030209Final.doc 

H. Wii Bowling Proves Popular with Local Seniors 

Another season of Wii Bowling League has begun, and after a very successful first 

season, the South End‟s league has grown to incorporate a total of 10 senior centers 

with 16 teams competing against one another. Burien now has 2 teams, the Wii 

Express and the Rowdy Bunch. With such growth, the league has been split into a 

north and south bracketing for easier game scheduling and playing. The Burien 

Senior Program is looking forward to a great season, with an even bigger tournament 

at the end. 

 

I. Burien’s 4
th

 Avenue SW Sidewalk Project Recommended to Receive $650,000 

On February 18
th

 the King County Project Evaluation Committee met to develop a 

prioritized list of projects to submit to the Puget Sound Council of Governments for 

federal stimulus funding. The City of Burien‟s 4
th

 Avenue SW Sidewalk project is 

recommended to receive $650,000.  This project will complete the construction of a 

sidewalk on the east side of  4
th

 Avenue SW between SW 153
rd

 Street and SW 156
th

 

Street.  In addition Burien has two projects on the contingency list for funding, i.e. 

Street Overlay Project ($3.5 million) and Safe Sidewalk Project ($1.0 million) for 

the reconstruction of sidewalks on SW and S 136
th

 Street between Ambaum Blvd. 

SW and Des Moines Memorial Drive. 

 

J. Goats Have Completed Their Work in Burien 

The Goat Trimmers goats have completed their work in the City. They spent ten 

days at Mathison Park, seven days at Hermes pond, and spent three days at the north 

end of Seahurst Park. 

 

K. Surplus Computers at Work in the Community 

When staff replaces computers with newer models it has been our practice to then 

donate the surplus older computers to non-profit agencies in Burien. We recently 

sent seven of these surplus computers to Glendale Lutheran Church & School. 

Glendale Lutheran has been a part of the Burien community since 1944. In addition 

to their regular ministries they also recently began hosting an ESL group for newly 

arrived Burmese and Bhutanese refugees. This was done in response to an inquiry by 

City staff and they were happy to provide the space.  

 

Pastor Phil Lee wrote this to the City in response to the donation: 

“Both the church and the school are operating on very tight budgets; as such we 

cannot afford many „extras.‟  To be given computers will be a wonderful boost for 

both the school and congregation. Thanks so much for thinking of us and responding 

to our needs. “ 

L. Repairs Made to Des Moines Memorial Wall 

The Des Moines Memorial Wall received a substantial face lift and repairs on 

February 20. Masonry contractors replaced a vandalized/missing section of granite, 

removed and replaced the old grout throughout all joints, and pressure-washed all 

surfaces. This work follows up on the recent replacement of several bronze plaques, 
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which had been stolen by vandals. The wall is now in a condition which honors 

those which it is intended to remember.  

 

M. Moshier Restrooms Repainted 

The Parks Department had the restroom building which serves the ballfield users at 

Moshier Park repainted on February 13. Contractors painted both interior and 

exterior surfaces of the building, including the floors and stalls. The exterior color 

matches the neighboring Moshier Community Art Center and staff is pursuing the 

addition of a colorful mural to the exterior wall. The next step in the renovation of 

this structure will be the replacement of all interior plumbing fixtures and new stall 

doors. These improvements are scheduled in early March. Council may recall citizen 

feedback regarding conditions at the restrooms, which are frequently a target of gang 

graffiti and vandalism.  

 

 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. Advisory Board Minutes (Pg. CM-73) 

The following Advisory Board has submitted approved Minutes: 

 Burien Business & Economic Development Partnership minutes for Oct. 10, 

Nov. 21, & Dec. 5, 2008; Jan. 9 & Jan 23, 2009. 

 

B. Public Hearing Notice (Pg. CM-85) 

Notice of Public Hearing on March 9, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at Burien City Hall, 15811 

Ambaum Blvd. SW to receive public comments on the following application:  NPC 

Engineers for Wondimu Habtewold, Property Owner. 

 






















