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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
October 7, 2013 

6:30 p.m. - Special Meeting: Conduct Business & Economic Development 
 Partnership interviews 

7:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting 
 

Page #             

1. CALL TO ORDER        2.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        3.    ROLL CALL 
 

4. AGENDA 
CONFIRMATION 

 

  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Individuals will please limit their comments to three minutes, and groups to five 
minutes.   
 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR THE RECORD 

a. Email Dated September 30, 2013, from Lynn Versteeg Gunning. 
b. Email Dated September 30, 2013, from Robbie Howell. 
 

3. 
5. 

 
7. CONSENT AGENDA a. Approval of Check Register: Numbers 35697 - 35844 in the 

 Amounts of $3,431,596.31 for Payment on October 7, 2013; 
 and Payroll Salaries and Benefits Numbers 5925 - 5936 for 
 Direct Deposits and Wire Transfers in the Amount of 
 $217,795.91 for September 1 – September 15, 2013, Paid on 
 September 20, 2013. 

b. Approval of Minutes: Regular Meeting, September 16, 2013; 
 Study Session, September 23, 2013; Special Meeting, 
 September 30, 2013. 

c. Motion on Revised Arts Fund Recommendation Process. 
d. Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 348, Supporting the 

 Continuation of the South County Area Transportation 
 Board (SCATBd). 

 

7. 
 
 
 
 
 

31. 
 
 

39. 
41. 

 
 

 
8. BUSINESS AGENDA a. Presentation from Public Health of Seattle and King County on 

 Enrollment in Medicaid and Washington Health Benefit 
 Exchange. 

b. Motion to Approve Appointment to the Burien Business & 
 Economic Development Partnership. 

c. Discussion and Motion to Award Executive Search Firm 
 Contract.  

d. Discussion on Funding of an Off-Leash Dog Area in Lakeview 
 Park. 

 

 
 
 

43. 
 

45. 
 

47. 
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8. BUSINESS AGENDA 
 Cont’d. 

e. Introduction of Interlocal Agreement with Port of Seattle for 
 Northeast Redevelopment Area (NERA ). 

f. City Manager’s Report. 

57. 
 

143. 
 

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS  
 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT   
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Craig Knutson, Interim City Manager 

DATE: October 7, 2013 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

 

A. Burien’s Public Art in National Public Art Website  

The Burien Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department recently 

launched a new identification and interpretive program for public art located 

throughout Burien. The program was designed to increase public awareness of the 

public art as well as the ‘story’ behind the pieces and the artists’ original concepts. 

Twenty-three pieces have been catalogued in this collection and the project includes a 

walking tour with signage, a brochure, and a website (www.BurienPublicArt.net). In 

addition, the collection has been added to a national online database of public art, 

which can be found at www.PublicArtArchive.org (search Burien). Both sites are 

Smartphone-friendly.  

 

B. Fall Recreation Guide Cover Photo 

The latest edition of the PaRCS Recreation Guide featured local participants of the 

free monthly ‘Walk-n-Talk’ program sponsored by WABI, Burien’s Walk/Bike 

organization. WABI events are regularly promoted in the Recreation Guide and 

PaRCS’ monthly eNews to encourage residents to stay active and healthy for free in 

an easy and convenient way. 

 

C. Pinocchio Performance Comes to Lake Burien Park 

In August, Seattle’s Balagan Theater brought a special performance of “Pinocchio” to 

Lake Burien School Memorial Park. Approximately 300 people enjoyed this theater 

company’s first performance in Burien.  Balagan Theater was awarded one of the 

City’s “Arts and Culture Fund” 2013 grants to help fund this event. 

 

D. New Start High School Students Complete Summer Trail Project 

This past summer was the second year students from New Start High School worked 

on trail maintenance in Seahurst Park, targeting repairs and resurfacing along 1,700 

lineal feet of the North Nature Trail (bottom one-third mile). The project involved 

five partnership organizations: King County Work Training Program, Highline Public 

School’s New Start High School, Volunteers for Outdoor Washington, Environmental 
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Science Center and the Burien PaRCS Department. Eighteen students participated in 

the program generating 1,118 project hours over five weeks of service. The outcomes 

of their efforts included improved drainage, area grading, securing boarder timber, 

areas of trail widening and the addition of 52 yards of gravel along the trail. These 

trail improvements will be a nice complement to the work starting this month when 

much of the park will be closed for major shoreline renovation. The students were 

invited to the groundbreaking ceremony on September 16. 

 

E. B-Patch Community Gardeners Report to Parks Board 

A representative of the B-Patch community gardeners recently presented an annual 

report to the PaRCS Department Advisory Board. Through the efforts of the garden 

volunteers, this past year the B-Patch Community Garden became a “backyard 

wildlife refuge” through the American Wildlife Foundation. The garden will provide 

shelter and water for birds, butterflies, and the other fauna that already live there, 

including a family of birds living in one of the bird houses that were installed this 

year. The project was completed through a donation from one of the gardeners and at 

no cost to the City or the PaRCS Department. The gardeners also installed a rain 

barrel which is now harvesting rainwater to use on their gardens and to use in the 

winter when the water is shut off. They plan to add one or two more rain barrels. 

Several work parties were held, they hosted classes by Seattle Tilth, and they 

welcomed new groups as garden plot holders, including the Burien Teen Program and 

the Girl Scouts. 

 

F. Third Quarter Volunteer Hours in PaRCS 

Many hours were accrued by PaRCS volunteers in the third quarter of this year, a 

very busy summer. Some project details below: 

 79 Volunteers, 171 hours at Mathison Park, clearing out 15 cubic yards of 

invasive Himalayan blackberry; 

 38 students, 76 hours at Seahurst Park by the South Shelter removing morning 

glory, knotweed and Himalayan blackberry; 

 18 New Start Students, 1118 hours at Seahurst along the North Nature Trail, 

including repairs/resurfacing along 1,700 lineal feet of trail and adding 52 

yards of gravel; 

 7 volunteers, 21 hours at Town Square Park, adding ¼-minus gravel to 

pathways. 

 

G. City Newsletter Update 

Since the City stopped sending the Burien City News to all households and 

businesses in Burien, nearly 700 residents and businesses have signed up to continue 

receiving the printed paper version of the newsletter by mail. About 100 have signed 

up to receive the newsletter by e-mail (pdf attachment). Residents can also view the 

newsletter anytime on the City website. The change to electronic distribution is 

saving the City about $6,000 per edition in postage and printing costs. A one-page 

Spanish language newsletter was also published in September. It was inserted into the 

La Raza newspaper for distribution at local shops and restaurants serving the City’s  
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Latino residents. Staff is in the process of acquiring plastic outdoor news racks for the 

newsletters. They will be placed at various locations downtown and in other business 

districts. Staff is also planning to insert one-page news flyers (English and Spanish) 

into the bills that will be sent out by CleanScapes starting June, 2014.  

 

H. Proposed Alley Closure 

The City received a request to close the alley between SW 150th and SW 151st 

Street, between 10th and 12th Avenues SW. Public Works staff consulted with Police 

and Fire; neither had any objection. The Interim City Attorney confirmed that the 

City may lawfully close the alley. Staff has drafted a petition to be circulated among 

all property owners abutting the alley. If more than 50% approve, the alley will be 

closed to through traffic mid-way with a barricade, and “No Outlet - Local Traffic 

Only” signs will be posted at either end. The alley immediately to the north has been 

closed in a similar manner for a number of years without incident. 
 

I. Busy Day for Annual Fall Recycling Event 

On Saturday, September 14, City of Burien and City of Normandy Park held the 

annual Fall Recycling Collection Event. Five hundred thirteen carloads of recyclable 

material arrived, with a total collection of 58,740 pounds, or over 29.4 tons; an 

average of 115 pounds per vehicle. Collection included 32,420 pounds of scrap 

metals, appliances and electronic equipment; 10 used refrigerators and freezers; 16 

mattresses and futons which will be recycled through the Washington State 

Department of Corrections; 28 propane tanks; 7,180 pounds of reusable household 

goods, which went to Seattle Goodwill for resale through retail outlets with proceeds 

going to charity programs; 185 gallons of used motor oil and petroleum-based 

products, 40 gallons of used antifreeze; 10 used oil filters; 199 used tires; 13 lead acid 

batteries; 5,500 household batteries; 24 toilets and sinks and 6,250 pounds of 

cardboard. All items were sent to various recyclers for sorting and processing, 

including Smurfit in Renton, Lloyd Enterprises, All Battery, Independent Metals, and 

Total Reclaim. The tires will be reused if in good condition; if not, they are chipped 

and made into products such as garden hoses, playground mats and road bedding. 

 

J. Special Recognition Award (Page 151) 

Burien Building Official Jan Vogee has received the attached certificate in 

recognition of her exceptional teamwork and long term commitment to the ePlan 

project of MyBuildingPermit.com by the ECityGov Alliance. Jan’s involvement as a 

member of the MyBuildingPermit.com management team began in the City of 

Sammamish in 2003 and continued when she joined the City of Burien in 2007. 

Burien has been a subscriber to MyBuildingPermit.com since 2006 and with the 

launch on July 15 of the second phase of ePlan (following a three year planning 

effort) the City now offers online application and permit issuance for nearly all 

development service applications. Burien’s first customer for expanded electronic 

services submitted 13 new single-family residence permits through the online website 

and expressed appreciation for the speed and convenience of electronic submittals as 

opposed to making over-the-counter submittals. Congratulations and well done, Jan! 
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II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

 

A. Request from Des Moines City Council for Mayor Bennett to sign letter to Port 

of Seattle (Page 153) 
The DesMoines City Council has requested that Mayor Bennett, along with the 

DesMoines, SeaTac, and Normandy Park mayors, sign a letter to the Port of Seattle 

voicing concerns over the proposal for a “Hush House” as part of the Port’s Draft Part 

150 study.  The concern is that airlines may want to use the Hush House during hours 

in which ground run-ups are currently prohibited, creating additional aircraft noise for 

residents during late night and early morning hours.  

 

B. King County Metro 2014 Transit Service Reductions (Page 155) 

Metro’s recent analysis of the transit system found that about 10 percent more bus 

service is needed to meet demand but instead of increasing service, Metro might have 

to reduce service by as much as 17 percent due to the expiration of temporary funding 

sources and inability to secure sufficient, ongoing funding for transit. The attached 

letter has been prepared expressing concern over the potential impact on Burien 

residents, students, and businesses resulting from the transit service reductions 

proposed in response to a projected $75 million revenue shortfall in 2014. 

Councilmember’s’ review and comments are requested prior to the Mayor’s signature 

and submittal of the letter to the Metropolitan King County Council. 

 

C. Building Permit Applications Received - September 

The City received 15 building permit applications for new single family residences 

during the month of September. All but two applications were submitted online 

through the MyBuildingPermit.com web portal. The 13 online permit applications are 

for the Westwood Ridge development located near 426 S 187th LN.  The following 

building permit applications were also received: 

 Navos Demo/Clear and grade - Demolition of eight existing buildings and site 

grading in preparation for four new structures at the Ruth Dykeman campus 

located at 1033 SW 152nd Street. 

 Walker Creek Ridge Subdivision - Clearing and grading approximately 3 

acres in preparation for a 17 lot subdivision that was approved in 2009. The 

property is located north of S 176th ST on the west side of Des Moines 

Memorial Drive. 

 

D. Building Permits Issued – September 

The following building permits were issued in September: 

 Navos Cedar Building - Interior remodel and partial change of use of the 

Cedar Building at the Ruth Dykeman campus located at 1043 SW 152nd 

Street. The change will allow this building to be used entirely for client 

services while construction of new facilities takes place. 
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 Heights of Burien - Building and plumbing permits were issued for grading in 

conjunction with the repair and replacement of sanitary sewer pipelines on the 

Heights of Burien property. Some of the work will take place in an area to the 

west of the apartments in an undeveloped area. 

 

E. New Businesses 

 Start Fresh Bakery, Deli, and Natural Market has been given approval to open 

the market portion of their business located at 816 SW 152nd Street. Owner 

Catherine Barashkoff will be offering gluten free, other allergen free, limited 

and special diets, supplements and nutritional products, organic, non-GMO, as 

well as sustainable and eco-friendly local products.  

 The Greek House located at 113 SW 153rd is nearing completion and should 

be opening soon. Owner/Chef Philip Feredinos has personally performed 

much of the work in changing this space from retail to restaurant with bar and 

will be serving authentic Greek food. 

 Burien Arts has opened in a new location at 826 SW 152nd Street.  

 Black Zia Cantina is open for business after a major remodel at 15212 6th Ave 

SW, the location formerly known as Sal’s Deli. Black Zia Cantina is a full bar 

restaurant serving New Mexican and American food. 

 Staples is wrapping up the construction of their new building at 158 SW 148th 

Street, the location formerly known as Fashion Bug and The Keg.  The grand 

opening is scheduled for October 7. 

 Kre-8-tive Kidz, located in the north part of the building at 15525 1st Ave S, 

is a new bilingual childcare center providing curriculum that emphasizes 

English and Spanish. As enrollment increases, teachers fluent in Italian and 

Mandarin will be added. 
 Cecilia’s Temple of Groom is opening a dog grooming business at 249 SW 

153rd ST. Cecilia’s was voted Best of Western Washington in 2011. 

 

F. City Park Hours / Southern Heights Park 

With respect to a citizen concern expressed at the September 16 council meeting 

concerning illegal activity in Southern Heights Park and police response, Burien 

Police contacted the individual to discuss his concerns. In researching the citizen’s 

report about the police response to the park and in talking further with him, it became 

clear that the police appropriately cleared the park after hours but that the offenders 

stayed in the area, legally parked in the right of way on the street in front of the park. 

This was of concern to the reporting citizen, but it was made clear to him that without 

further observations of illegal activity, allowing the offenders to remain legally 

parked in their vehicles was appropriate. Two officers were tasked with keeping a 

closer eye on the park for the next few weeks to see if after-hours use can be 

discouraged, and the citizen was asked to continue to call to report when folks remain 

in the park past dusk. The citizen also asked about parks being closed at night. 

Currently the City Code (BMC 7.30.230) already prohibits public access to city parks  

from one hour after sunset to sunrise except for activities authorized by the parks  
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director and unless another closing and/or opening time is established for a particular 

park by the parks director. Per BMC 7.40.020, being in a park after closing is a 

misdemeanor and violators may also be subject to the loss of park use privileges for 

such reasonable period of time as shall be determined by the parks director. The 

addition of new signage concerning closure times and other park usage rules was 

already in the process of being added to several parks, including Southern Heights, 

and police can issue citations for violation of park closing hours. 
 

G. Request from The Washington Committee for Employer Support of the Guard 

and Reserve (ESGR) (Page 157) 

Mayor Bennett received a letter (attached) from Robert DeWald, State Chair of 

ESGR, requesting that City of Burien sign a Statement of Support certificate (also 

attached) to recognize and support staff who serve as members of the Guard and 

Reserve. 
 

H. Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Notification of Criteria for 

Appeals of Flood Insurance Rate Maps (Page 163) 

Mayor Bennett received a letter (attached) dated August 28, 2013, from FEMA 

advising of the appeals process for the proposed flood hazard determinations.  This 

letter is also on file with the Building Official. 
 

 

I. Comments on "King County Transfer Station Alternatives" Draft Report (Page 

193) 

King County is about to issue its draft report on Transfer Station Alternatives. 

Councilmember Joan McGilton and Interim City Manager Craig Knutson have 

attended presentations regarding the alternatives being considered, which are 

attached. The alternatives that would adversely affect Burien garbage collection and 

disposal would include the elimination of a new South King County transfer facility 

that is proposed for the Auburn/Algona area (Alternatives C through D***).  If this 

new facility were not to be constructed, all south end garbage, both commercial and 

residential, would go to the Bow Lake Transfer Station. Although not building a new 

South King County transfer station would reduce capital costs for the region, the Bow 

Lake station would then be at 50% over capacity, slowing down South end 

commercial disposal, increasing collection costs, and eliminating public self-haul 

during the week. To avoid this situation, the recommendation of Councilmember 

McGilton, Interim City Manager Knutson, and CleanScapes is to support the Base 

Option, followed by Alternatives A-B, and to oppose Alternatives C-D***. 

Accordingly, comments to this effect will be submitted to King County prior to the 

October 23 comment deadline. It is our understanding that this is consistent with the 

approach other cities in our area will be taking. 

 
 

J. Citizen Action Report (CAR) (Page 203) 

Staff has provided Council with the attached September Citizen Action Report. 
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K. Notices: (Page 211) 

The following (attached) Notices were published: 

 Notice of Decision:  Approval of Type 1 Land Use Review, Critical Area 

Review, and SEPA Environmental Review for a proposed retail pharmacy 

with drive-thru, subject to conditions.  Written Notice of Appeal with the City 

Clerk is prior to 5:00 pm on Monday, September 30. 

 Notice of Decision:  Preliminary Approval with Conditions for Short Plat One 

Residential Lot into Two Residential Lots.  Written Notice of Appeal with the 

City Clerk must be received prior to 5:00 pm on Monday, September 30, 

2013. 

 Special Meeting Notice:  The Burien City Council will hold a Special Meeting 

for the purpose of interviewing Executive Search Firms to conduct the City 

Manager recruitment and selection process on September 30, 2013, at 6:00 

pm, at Burien City Hall, 400 SW 152
nd

 St., Suite 300. 

 Cancellation:  The City of Burien Planning Commission meetings scheduled 

for November 27 and December 25, 2013, have been canceled.  The next 

regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission is on Wednesday, 

October 9, at 7:00 pm at Burien City Hall, 1
st
 Floor, 400 SW 152

nd
 St. 

 City of Burien Arts Commission Special Meeting Notice:  The City of Burien 

Arts Commission will conduct a special meeting for the purpose of discussing 

recent changes in the Arts and Culture granting procedure on Wednesday, 

October 2, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. in the Chelsea Room at the Burien Community 

Center, 14700 6
th

 Avenue SW. 
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