
Business & Economic Development Partnership 

November 9, 2012 

7:00 – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Burien City Hall 

400 SW 152
nd

 Street, 3
rd

 Floor 

Miller Creek Conference Room 
 

Minutes 
 

Present: Carmen M. Goers, Bryan Suter, David Elliott, Judy Coovert, Lynn Wallace, Bob Ewing, 

James Hughes, Lindsay White, Mark Minium, Rick Onyshko, Suzanne Greive, Paul Smith. 
 

Unexcused absence: Kevin Fitz. 
 

Guest: Joey Martinez, Katie Salinas, Greg Hale. 
 

Staff:  Dan Trimble, Economic Development Manager; Nhan Nguyen, Management Analyst. 
 

Approval of Minutes 

Minutes for October 12
th

 and 26
th

 meetings were approved.  
 

Chair’s Report 

No chair report. 
 

City Manager’s Report 

Dan Trimble reported that voters voted to reject the City of Burien’s Proposed Annexation of 

North Highline at this year’s General Election. The City had no plan to put the issue on the ballot 

again, and BEDP can now focus on moving forward with strategic planning within the current 

City’s boundary, Dan said. Projects on Town Square and Undergrounding of Utilities on 1
st
 

Avenue are coming along, Dan reported.  

 

Dan thanked BEDP members for their time and input at the two focus group meetings on 

Impediment to Development. He reported that the groups discussed about transportation impact 

fee with participants voicing concerns that this fee would raise the cost of opening/doing 

business in Burien, A-frame sign with the general feeling leaning toward allowing it with 

restrictions, and permitting process with feedbacks on the importance of having a template for 

plan approval, of having better informational flow in the communication process, and of 

implementing additional service enhancement, among others. Dan said these were helpful 

suggestions that could be addressed with administrative and/or legislative means.  
 

Boards and Commissions Changes/BEDP By-Laws  
Dan reported two changes: 1) The yearly meeting calendar will be sent out to BEDP members at 

the beginning of each year and 2) Unexcused meeting absence up to 25% of total number of 

meetings or three consecutive meetings can be ground for dismissal from the BEDP. The 

Partnership voted to adopt the By-Laws amendments. 
 

On the topic of BEDP recruitment, Chairwoman Carmen Goers asked the Partnership to reach 

out to their circle of influence to help recruit new members.  
 



Discussion of 2013 priorities and goals 
 

At the last meeting, BEDP discussed how the group can bring more value to the City Council. A 

BEDP subcommittee of Bob Ewing, Bryan Suter and Rick Onyshko was formed to brainstorm a 

list of 2013 economic development topics/strategies and talk to Councilmembers before the 

annual Council Retreat on January 12, 2013. Rick asked BEDP to participate in a postage note 

exercise. Rick grouped the brainstormed ideas as followed: 

 

1. Brain bank, business/consumer data, marketing plan, capital development financing, and 

Burien Chamber of Commerce/Business Council. 

2. Experiential retail, Mercado, food truck, Highline Historical Museum, cultural center, 

movie theater, entertainment activity/family friendly, and art. 

3. NERA, airport-related businesses, 1
st
 Avenue Redevelopment, auto industry cluster, 

hotel, fly-in training/conference, office building, and home for professional association.  

4. Incubator for small businesses, training/education, next generation technology, YMCA, 

technology access, pre-school/early education, parental engagement in education, and 

Boys and Girls Club. 

5. Food desert and Town Square. 

6. Wellness Cluster. 

7. Business retention, business incentives, and take over utilities to support infrastructure. 
 

 

Discover Burien’s Report 

Jim Hughes and Dave Elliot reported that the 2012 Farmers Market had the best success since its 

inception. The Market might add more food selections in the future and will give the local 

restaurants priority to be vendors. Lindsay commented that food trucks should be considered 

because they will enhance the food destination experience in Burien. 

 

Round the Table: 

Lynn Wallace announced the SWKC Chamber of Commerce luncheon at PSSC.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: Friday, November 30, 2012 - 7 AM, City Hall 


