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CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 567 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON, 

AMENDING TITLE 19 OF THE BURIEN MUNICIPAL CODE 

RELATED TO THE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF 

LANDMARKS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, AND 

ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 WHEREAS, historic preservation fosters civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments 

of the past and improves the economic vitality of our communities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Burien desires to designate, protect, and enhance those sites, 

buildings, districts, structures and objects that reflect significant elements of its cultural, 

aesthetic, social, economic, political, architectural, ethnic, archaeological, engineering, and other 

history; and 

 

 WHEREAS, King County is able to provide landmark designation and protection services 

to the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City has elected to contract with King County to provide such services; 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is in the public interest that the jurisdictions cooperate to provide efficient 

and cost effective landmark designation and protection; and 

   

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing to receive public 

comments on September 11, 2012 and subsequently recommended approval of the proposed 

amendments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has received a unanimous recommendation from the 

Planning Commission regarding the proposed amendments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City provided the proposed amendments to the Washington State 

Department of Commerce and did not receive any comments during the 10-day expedited 

comment deadline; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council held public meetings on October 1 and 15, 2012 to review 

and discuss the proposed amendments. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1: Amendments to BMC Title 19.  The City Council of the City of Burien 

hereby amends BMC Title 19 as set forth in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and is 

incorporated herein by this reference.  

 

 Section 2:       Findings and Criteria.  In accordance with the criteria set forth in BMC 

19.65.100, the City Council finds that the amendments adopted herein are consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan, bear a substantial relation to the public health, safety, or welfare, and are in 

the best interest of the community as a whole. 

 

 Section 3: Severability.  Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this ordinance be pre-

empted by state or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or its application to other persons or 

circumstances. 

 

Section 4: Savings.  The enactments of this ordinance shall not affect any case, 

proceeding, appeal or other matter currently pending in any court or in any way modify any right 

or liability, civil or criminal, which may be in existence on the effective date of this ordinance. 
 
 Section 5: Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be published by summary in the official 

newspaper of the City and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of 

publication.  

 

 ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF ON 

THIS 15
TH

 DAY OF OCTOBER, 2012, AND SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION OF ITS 

PASSAGE THIS 15
TH

 DAY OF OCTOBER, 2012. 

 

CITY OF BURIEN 

/s/ Brian Bennett, Mayor 

 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

/s/ Monica Lusk, City Clerk 

 

Approved as to form: 

/s/ Craig D. Knutson, City Attorney 

 

Filed with the City Clerk: October 15, 2012 

Passed by the City Council: October 15, 2012 

Ordinance No.: 567 

Date of Publication: October 18, 2012 
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19.85 Historic PreservationProtection and Preservation of Landmarks 

19.85.010  Purpose. 
19.85.020  City of Burien Landmarks. King County Code Chapter 20.62 Adopted. 
19.85.020  Limit On Noise Impacts to Significant Sites, Districts, Buildings, Structures, and Objects. 
19.85.030  Requirement For Noise Mitigation Plan. Landmarks Commission Created—Membership 
and Organization 
19.85.040  Review of Building and Related Permits. 
19.85.050 Appeal Procedure. 
 
 
 

19.85.010  Purpose. 

The purposes of this chapter are to: 

1.  Designate and , preserve, protect, enhance and perpetuate those sites, buildings, districts, structures and 
objects which reflect significant elements of the city of Burien’s, the county’s, the state’s, and the nation’s 
cultural, aesthetic, social, economic, political, architectural, ethnic, archaeological, engineering, historic, 
and other heritage; 

2.  Foster civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments of the past; 

3.  Stabilize and improve the economic values and vitality of landmarks; 

4.  Encourage, pProtect and enhance the city of Burien’s tourist industry by promoting heritage-related 
tourism; 

5.  Promote the continued use, exhibition and interpretation of significant sites, districts, buildings, 
structures, and objects for the education, inspiration, and welfare of the people of the city of Burien; 

6.  Promote and continue incentives for ownership and utilization of landmarks; 

7.  Assist, encourage and provide incentives to public and private owners for preservation, restoration, 
rehabilitation, and use of landmark buildings, sites, districts, structures, and objects; 

8.  Work cooperatively with other jurisdictions to identify, evaluate, and protect historic resources in 
furtherance of the purposes of this chapter. [Ord. 545 § 1, 2010, Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

19.85.020 City of Burien landmarks.  

The following is a list of currently identified significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and objects within 
the city of Burien. 

1.  Highline High School, 251 SW 152nd Street; 

2.  Sunnydale School, 15631 8th Avenue South; 
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3.  Subdivision 44, 7th Avenue South, 128th Street to S. 132nd Street; 

4.  Brick Commercial Structure, 658 S. 152nd Street; 

5.  Derion House, 505 S. 150th Street; 

6.  Dodd Homestead, 606 S. 140th Street; 

7.  Pacific Telephone Building, 14605 8th Avenue South; 

8.  Pollock House, 624 S. 152nd Street; 

9.  YMCA House, 17874 Des Moines Way South; and 

10.  Crosby House, 14628 8th Avenue South. [Ord. 545 § 1, 2010, Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

19.85.020  Limit on noise impacts to significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and 
objects. 

Significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and objects shall not be subject to adverse land uses which 
generate exterior noise exposure levels exceeding 55 dbA Ldn. [Ord. 545 § 1, 2010, Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

19.85.030  Requirement for noise mitigation plan. 

Proponents of projects which will increase exterior noise levels to which significant sites, districts, buildings, 
structures, and objects are exposed above an Ldn of 55 dbA must submit a noise mitigation plan to the 
city of Burien department of community development for review and approval before required permits 
are issued to allow the project to proceed. The city manager, with the assistance of the director of the 
department of community development, is authorized and directed to develop criteria for such review 
and approval. Such criteria shall be available in writing to applicants and shall, at minimum, require that 
the best available technology be employed to achieve no more than the maximum allowable noise 
standard set forth in this section. [Ord. 545 § 1, 2010, Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

19.85.020  King County Code Chapter 20.62 adopted. 

The following sections of Chapter 20.62 King County Code (KCC) are incorporated by reference herein and 
made a part of this chapter: 

1. K.C.C. 20.62.020 – Definitions, except as follows: 

A. Paragraph H. is changed to read ““Director” is the director of the City of Burien 
Department of Community Development or his/her designee.” 
 

B. Add paragraph: Z. “Council” is the City of Burien City Council. 

2. K.C.C. 20.62.040 - Designation Criteria, except all references to "King County" are changed to 
read “City of Burien.” 
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3. K.C.C. 20.62.050 - Nomination Procedure, except that property owner written consent is 
required prior to King County acceptance of a nomination request. 

 

4. K.C.C. 20.62.070 - Designation Procedure, except all references to "King County" are changed 
to read “City of Burien.” 

 

5. K.C.C. 20.62.080 - Certificate of Appropriateness Procedure, except the last sentence of 
paragraph A thereof.  
 

6. K.C.C. 20.62.100 - Evaluation of Economic Impact. 
 

7. K.C.C. 20.62.130 - Penalty for Violation of Section 20.62.080 (Paragraph 5. above). 
 

8. K.C.C. 20.62.140 - Special Valuation for Historic Properties 
 

9. Permit applications for changes to landmark properties shall not be considered complete unless 
accompanied by a certificate of appropriateness pursuant to Section 5 above.  Upon receipt of 
an application for a development proposal, which affects a King County landmark or an historic 
resource that has received a preliminary determination of significance as defined in Section 1 
above, the application circulated to the King County historic preservation officer shall be 
deemed an application for a certificate of appropriateness pursuant to Section 5 above, if 
accompanied by the additional information required to apply for such certificate. 

19.85.030  Landmarks Commission Created—Membership and Organization. 

1. The King County Landmarks Commission (“Commission”), established pursuant to King 
County Code (K.C.C.), Chapter 20.62, is hereby designated and empowered to act as the 
Landmarks Commission for the City of Burien pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 
 

2. The Special Member of the Commission, provided for in Section 20.62.030 of the King County 
Code, shall be appointed by the City Council.  Such special member shall have a demonstrated 
interest and competence in historic preservation.  Such appointment shall be made for a three-
year term.  Such special member shall serve until his or her successor is duly appointed and 
confirmed.  In the event of a vacancy, an appointment shall be made to fill the vacancy in the 
same manner and with the same qualifications as if at the beginning of the term, and the person 
appointed to fill the vacancy shall hold the position for the remainder of the unexpired term.  
Such special member may be reappointed but may not serve more than two consecutive, three-
year terms.  Such special member shall be deemed to have served one full term, if such special 
member resigns at any time after appointment or if such special member serves more than two 
years of an unexpired term. The special member of the Commission shall serve without 
compensation.   
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3. The Commission shall file its rules and regulations, including procedures consistent with this 
chapter, with the City Clerk.  

19.85.040  Review of Building and Related Permits. 

The official responsible for the issuance of building and related permits shall promptly refer 

applications for permits which “affect” historic buildings, structures, objects, sites, districts, or 

archaeological sites to the King County Historic Preservation Officer (HPO) for review and 

comment. For the purposes of this section, “affect” shall be defined as an application for change to 

the actual structure, on a property with a landmark structure or designated as a landmark property, 

or on an adjacent property sharing a common boundary line. The responsible official shall seek and 

take into consideration the comments of the HPO regarding mitigation of any adverse effects 

affecting historic buildings, structures, objects, sites, or districts.  

19.85.050 Appeal procedure. 

1. A party of record aggrieved by a decision of the commission designating or rejecting a 
nomination for designation of a landmark, or issuing or denying a certificate of appropriateness 
may, appeal such decision pursuant to the procedures established for a Type 1 Decision in BMC 
19.65.065.5 through 19.65.065.12.  

2.  If, after the appeal hearing, the hearing examiner determines: 

A.  An error in fact was made by the commission, the hearing examiner shall remand the 
proceeding to the commission for reconsideration; or 

B.  The decision of the commission is based on an error in judgment or conclusion, the hearing 
examiner may modify or reverse the decision of the commission. 


