
 

 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
April 16, 2012 

6:00 p.m. - Special Meeting: Executive Session to discuss 
  potential litigation and real estate acquisition 
7:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting 

 
PAGE NO. 

1. CALL TO ORDER        2.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE        3.    ROLL CALL 
 

4. AGENDA 
CONFIRMATION 

 

  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Individuals will please limit their comments to three minutes, and groups to five minutes.   
 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR THE RECORD 

a. Email Dated March 28, 2012, from Marv Jahnke Regarding 
 Taxation. 

b. Response from Bill Harm, Fire Marshal, to Email Dated March 
 29, 2012, from Jerry Stafford Regarding IFC Enforcement. 

c. Email Dated March 31, 2012, from John Rizzardi Regarding 
 Annexation. 

d. Email Dated March 31, 2012, from Linda Plein Regarding 
 Vote on Monday April 2. 

e. Email Dated April 2, 2012, from John Poitras Regarding Nesbitt 
 Study on Annexation Costs. 

f. Email Dated April 21, 2012, from Marga NewComb Regarding 
 Annexation. 
 

3. 
 

5. 
 

7. 
 

9. 
 

11. 

 
13. 

 

7. CONSENT AGENDA a. Approval of Vouchers: Numbers 31292 - 31428 in the Amounts 
 of $220,826.12. 

b. Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting, April 2, 2012. 
 

15. 
 

35. 

8. BUSINESS AGENDA a. Adopt Proposed Ordinance 561, Updating and Consolidating 
 Code Enforcement Regulations. 

b. Discussion on the Motion to Approve the Submittal of the 2013 
 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG.) 

c. Presentation of the Draft Transportation Master Plan (TMP). 
d. Seahurst Park North Seawall & Beach Restoration Project - Staff 

 Update. 

39. 
 

85. 
 

87. 
117. 

 
 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Brian Bennett, Mayor  Rose Clark, Deputy Mayor  Jack Block, Jr. 

Bob Edgar Lucy Krakowiak   Joan McGilton  Gerald F. Robison 
 

City Hall, 400 SW 152nd Street, 1st Floor 
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8. BUSINESS AGENDA 
  (cont’d.) 

e. Review of Proposed Council Agenda Schedule. 
f. City Business. 
 

127. 

9. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

  

10. ADJOURNMENT 
 

  

 

 













 





 









 











































 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
April 2, 2012,  

SPECIAL MEETING, Miller Creek Conference Room, 3rd Floor 
For the purpose of holding an Executive Session to discuss real estate acquisition 

6:30 p.m. 
and 

Council Meeting, Chambers, 1st Floor 
7:00 p.m. 

400 SW 152nd Street, 1st Floor 
Burien, Washington 98166 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL MEETING 

Deputy Mayor Clark called the Special Meeting of the Burien City Council to order at 
6:30 p.m. for the purpose holding an Executive Session to discuss real estate acquisition 
per RCW 42.30.110(1)(b).  
 
Present:, Deputy Mayor Rose Clark, Councilmembers Jack Block, Jr., Bob Edgar, Lucy 
Krakowiak, Joan McGilton and. Gerald F. Robison. Mayor Brian Bennett was excused. 
 
Administrative staff present: Mike Martin, City Manager, Craig Knutson, City Attorney, 
and Dan Trimble, Economic Development Manager. 
 
No action was taken. 
 
The Special Meeting adjourned to the Regular Meeting at 6:59 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Deputy Mayor Clark called the Meeting of the Burien City Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Bennett led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:, Deputy Mayor Rose Clark, Councilmembers Jack Block, Jr., Bob Edgar, Lucy 
Krakowiak, Joan McGilton and Gerald F. Robison. Mayor Brian Bennett arrived at 8:33 
p.m. 
 
Administrative staff present: Mike Martin, City Manager; Craig Knutson, City Attorney; 
Dan Trimble, Economic Development Manager; Chip Davis, Senior Planner; Maiya 
Andrews, Public Works Director; Kathy Wetherbee, Department Assistant; and Monica 
Lusk, City Clerk. 
 

To hear Council’s full discussion of a specific topic or the complete meeting, the following resources 
are available: 

 Watch the video-stream available on the City website, www.burienwa.gov 

 Check out a DVD of the Council Meeting from the Burien Library 

http://www.burienwa.gov/
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AGENDA CONFIRMATION 
Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Councilmember McGilton, seconded by Councilmember 
Krakowiak, and passed unanimously to affirm the April 2, 2012, Agenda.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
King County Councilmember Julia Patterson, 5th District Representative, spoke to the 
State of the County noting the redistricting (a map was distributed); unbalanced budgets 
of most of the SCA member cities; cuts to the King County budget; investments in food, 
housing, safety; and Metro Transit’s 10 year strategic plan.  Plans for 2012 were also 
noted. 
 
Goodspaceguy, 10219 Nine avenue South, Seattle 
Mr. Goodspaceguy spoke to his concerns about unemployment in Burien and the 
nation. 
 
The following people spoke against the proposed Annexation of Area Y: 
Roger DeLorm, 13254 2nd Avenue SW, Burien 
Chestine Edgar, 1811 SW 152nd Street, Burien 
Robbie Howell, 15240 20th Avenue SW, Burien 
 
The following people spoke for the proposed Annexation of Area Y: 
Doug Harrell, 12822 Shorecrest Drive SW, Burien 
Joey Martinez, 429 South 189th Street, Burien 
Elizabeth Gordon, Uncle Mike’s BBQ, 9640A 16th Avenue SW, Seattle 
Aaron Garcia, 11318 20th Place SW, Burien 
Sandra Hopp, 12620 9th Avenue South, Burien 
Gill Loring, 10009 20th Avenue SW, Seattle (he also provided graffiti photos taken on 
 the Seattle side that borders the unincorporated area) 
Ed Dacy, 2016 SW 146th Street, Burien 
Tina Holmes, 6th Avenue SW, Seattle (on behalf of Liz Giba) 
 
Quinton Thompson, 179 South 182nd Street, Burien 
Mr. Thompson voiced his appreciation for Metro’s new buses and the ADA upgrades.   
 
Barbara Dobkin, North Highline Unincorporated Area Council (NHUAC) President 
Ms. Dobkin spoke to the NHUAC’s meetings, their relationship with the King County 
Sheriff’s Department, and public safety. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE RECORD 
a. Response from Rick Atkinson, Right-of-Way Inspector, to Email Dated February 27, 

 2012, from Matt Smith Regarding 8th Avenue SW Between 129th and 130th 
 Streets. 

b. Email Dated March 19, 2012, from Andrew Ryan Regarding Ordinance 560. 
c. Email Dated March 19, 2012, from Scott Carey Regarding Spice the Drug. 
d. Email Dated March 19, 2012, from John Poitras Regarding Election Date for 

 Annexation. 
e. Email Dated March 20, 2012, from Luther Ericksen Regarding Red Light Cameras. 
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f. Email Dated March 28, 2012, from Debi Wagner Regarding North Highline 
 Unincorporated Area Council (NHUAC). 

CONSENT AGENDA 
a. Approval of Vouchers: Numbers 31196 - 31291 in the Amounts of $923,747.18 

 with Voided Check No. 31206. 
b. Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting, March 19, 2012; Council Study Session, 

 March 26, 2012. 
Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Councilmember McGilton, seconded by Councilmember 
Krakowiak, and passed unanimously to approve the April 2, 2012, Consent Agenda. 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA 
Presentation on Seattle City Light’s Strategic Plan 

Jorge Carrasco, Superintendent of Seattle City Light, reviewed the following: investment 
plan; goals; purpose of plan; planning process; strengths; challenges; efficiencies; five 
planning paths and rate impacts; preferred option recommendation; rate impacts to 
Burien; and the outreach for the draft plan. 
 
Mayor Bennett arrived at the meeting at 8:33 p.m. 
 
Direction/Action 
Councilmembers reached consensus to reschedule the TMP presentation to the April 16, 
2012, Council meeting. 
 

Presentation of Annual Report by Discover Burien 
Brian Frederick, Discover Burien President, introduced Gina Bourdage, Executive 
Director of Discover Burien.  He highlighted the following 2011 Discover Burien 
accomplishments: Burien Awards Dinner; Events Partnership Program; online 
applications; monthly networking events; educational seminar series; job shadow 
program; Cash Mob; community involvement; and business recruitment and marketing.  
Plans for 2012 were reviewed.     
 

Presentation of the Draft Transportation Master Plan (TMP) 
Direction/Action 
Councilmembers reached consensus to reschedule the TMP presentation to the April 16, 
2012, Council meeting. 
 

Adopt Proposed Ordinance 561, Updating and Consolidating Code Enforcement Regulations 
Direction/Action 
Councilmembers reached consensus to reschedule Ordinance No. 561 to the April 16, 
2012, Council meeting. 
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Discussion Regarding If and When to Adopt Resolution No. 330, Requesting King County to 
Hold a Special Election on August 7, 2012 for the Purpose of Placing on the Ballot a 
Proposition Concerning Annexation of the North Highline Area “Y” Annexation Area 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Councilmember McGilton, seconded by Councilmember 
Krakowiak, to adopt Resolution 330 requesting King County to Hold a Special Election on 
August 7, 2012 for the Purpose of Placing on the Ballot a Proposition Concerning 
Annexation of the North Highline Area “Y” Annexation Area.  
 
Motion by Councilmember Block, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, to table the 
motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Motion failed 3-4.  Opposed, Mayor Bennett, Deputy 
Mayor Clark, Councilmembers McGilton and Robison.  
 
Motion by Mayor Bennett, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, to amend the 
motion to set the date for a November 6, 2012, election. Motion passed 6-1.  Opposed, 
Councilmember Robison. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on original motion as amended.  Motion passed 4-3.  Opposed, 
Councilmembers Block, Edgar, and Krakowiak. 
 
Mayor Bennett left the meeting at 9:28 p.m. 
 

City Business 
Follow-up 
Staff will provide in the City Manager’s Report the assessed value of multi-family units; 
provide backup material for Waste Management’s proposed rate increase; inform the 
Council when the Waste Management contract ends; and schedule the Kids and Cops 
Initiative on April 16. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
Deputy Mayor Clark noted that the Highline Communities Coalition resolution will be 
scheduled on the May 4, 2012, agenda. 
 
Councilmember McGilton noted that the Deputy Director of the US Army Corps of 
Engineers will be visiting the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Project and will 
stop at the Seahurst Beach on his tour.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Direction/Action 
MOTION was made by Councilmember McGilton, seconded by Councilmember 
Krakowiak and passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. 
 
 

       
 Rose Clark, Deputy Mayor 
 
 
       
 Monica Lusk, City Clerk 



CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject:  
Adopt Proposed Ordinance 561, Updating and Consolidating Code 

Enforcement Regulations 

Meeting Dates: April 16, 2012 

(discussions held March 5 and 19, 2012) 

Department: Legal 

 
Attachments:  
1. Matrix - Code 

Enforcement Ordinance 

2. Proposed Ordinance 561 

updating and 

consolidating code 

enforcement regulations  

Fund Source:  

Activity Cost:  

Amount Budgeted:  

Unencumbered Budget Authority:  
Contact: Craig Knutson, City 

Attorney 

 

Adopted Work Plan  

Priority:  Yes       No        
Work Plan Item Description:   

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
The City Attorney, Code Enforement Officer, Paralegal, and other staff involved in code enforcement  are 

recommending adoption of an ordinance updating and consolidating the City’s code enforcement regulations. The 

ordinance is necessary to address legal issues with the existing regulations, make the regulations more internally 

consistent, and update the regulations to more effectively deal with current code enforcement situations. Some of the 

more significant matters addressed in the ordinance are as follows:  
 

1)The new ordinance provides a clear and concise process for addressing code violations and contains several clear 

options for obtaining compliance (i.e. voluntary compliance, infraction, notice of civil violation, stop work order, 

appeal to hearing examiner).   
 

2)The definition of “Person responsible for violation” is amended to include a mortgagee of property that is in 

foreclosure or has been unoccupied for 90 days .  This should be a substantial tool in obtaining compliance, as we 

have had numerous properties with significant code violations where the owner has disappeared.  Usually, in order 

to obtain compliance we have to wait until the foreclosure sale occurs, which can take a year or more.  The amended 

definition will allow us to hold the banks responsible much sooner  and get properties secured and cleaned up in a 

more timely manner. 
 

3)Instead of numerous code enforcement sections throughout the code that sometimes conflict with other chapters or 

are unclear regarding enforcement mechanisms, the new ordinance refers most code violations to one chapter for 

enforcement;  
 

4) Monetary penalties are set forth in a clear and consistent manner.  
 

5) The methods of serving notice and the process for obtaining abatement authority have been revised to be more 

expedient and legally supportable. 
 

The City’s Hearing Examiner has been given the opportunity to review the proposed ordinance and is very 

supportive of how it addresses issues such as effective service of notice, who is a responsible party, how abatement 

may proceed, and some ambiguities that now exist in the current code.   
 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):  

1. Adopt  the ordinance. 

2. Do not adopt the ordinance.  

 

Administrative Recommendation: Adopt the ordinance   

Suggested Motion for April 2, 2012 meeting:  
Move to adopt Ordinance 561, updating and consolidating the City’s code enforcement regulations. 

Submitted by:   

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: April 10, 2012 File Code: \\File01\records\CC\Agenda Bill 

2012\041012ls-3 Updating and consolidating code 

enforcement provisions.doc 
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE REVISION COUNCIL 
QUESTION/COMMENT 

STAFF RESPONSE ALTERNATIVES 

Misdemeanor penalties for code 
enforcement violations 
 
 

More appropriate to 
pursue code violations 
as civil cases than 
criminal cases. 

Staff concurs that civil penalties are generally more appropriate 
for code violations than criminal penalties. However, most if not all 
city codes, including Burien’s current code, make code 
enforcement violations subject to both civil and criminal penalties.  
This is because criminal penalties may occasionally be appropriate 
in egregious circumstances when civil penalties do not achieve 
compliance. 

N/A 

Code enforcement officer may 
attempt to secure voluntary 
correction. 
 
 

Code enforcement 
officer should be 
required to obtain 
voluntary correction. 

Staff believes that securing voluntary correction should be 
attempted whenever possible, which is the standard practice in 
Burien. However, since there may be rare instances when 
immediate corrective action by the City is necessary, staff does not 
support changing “may” to “shall” “attempt to secure voluntary 
correction.” 

Change “may” to 
“shall” “attempt 
to secure 
voluntary 
correction” in 
BMC 1.15.100. 
(Change not 
made.) 

Unlawful to transfer ownership 
after receiving notice of civil 
violation, unless transferee 
acknowledges and accepts 
responsibility for the violation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clarify whether owner 
or transferee is 
responsible for the 
violation. Suggest that 
City provide a form 
with the appropriate 
language. 
 
How does this 
provision apply to 
foreclosure or probate 
cases? 
 
This provision should 

have an exemption for 

the following types of 

transfers of real property: 

The intent is for the form to provide for the transferee to 
acknowledge and accept responsibility for the violation. Staff 
concurs that the City’s Legal Department should provide a form 
with the appropriate language. 
 
 
 
 
This provision would not be applied in foreclosure, probate or 
other cases when the owner cannot be located or held responsible 
for the ongoing violation. 
 
 
Exemption added to ordinance 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
Add exemption 

to BMC 

1.15.120(5) for 

the following 

types of transfers 

of real property: 

a gift or other 

transfer to a 

parent, spouse, 

domestic partner, 

or child of a 

transferor or 

child of any 

parent, spouse, or 
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE REVISION COUNCIL 
QUESTION/COMMENT 

STAFF RESPONSE ALTERNATIVES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The definition of “person 
responsible for violation” includes 
a mortgagee if foreclosure 
proceedings are commenced or 
the property is unoccupied for 90 
days. 

a gift to a family 

member; a transfer in 

connection with a 

marital dissolution; a 

transfer made by the 

personal representative 

of the estate of the 

decedent or by a trustee 

in bankruptcy; and a tax 

deferred exchange to an 

intermediary or 

facilitator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The term “mortgagee” 

should be defined to 

include only “a financial 

institution, including a 

bank, credit union or 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Definition added. 

domestic partner 

of a transferor; a 

transfer between 

spouses or 

between 

domestic partners 

in connection 

with a marital 

dissolution or 

dissolution of a 

state registered 

domestic 

partnership;  a 

transfer made by 

the personal 

representative of 

the estate of the 

decedent or by a 

trustee in 

bankruptcy; and 

a tax deferred 

exchange to an 

intermediary or 

facilitator. 

 

Definition of 

“mortagee” 

added to BMC 
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PROPOSED ORDINANCE REVISION COUNCIL 
QUESTION/COMMENT 

STAFF RESPONSE ALTERNATIVES 

 other commercial lender, 

which holds mortgaged 

property as security for 

repayment of a loan.” 

 

1.15.020. 

Alleged violator must respond to 
notice of civil violation within 14 
days. 
 
 

Provide for a stay of the 
14 day response 
requirement if the 
violator is in active 
discussions with the 
code enforcement 
officer. 

Staff concurs that an alleged violator should be allowed to request 
a stay of the 14 day response requirement if engaged in active 
discussions with the code enforcement officer. 

Add stay 
provision to 14 
day response 
requirement in 
BMC 
1.15.130(2). 

$100 filing fee for appeal to the 
Hearing Examiner. 
 
 

People should not have 
to pay a fee to assert 
their rights. 

Staff concurs that it is appropriate to remove the filing fee 
requirement. 

Delete $100 
filing fee 
requirement in 
BMC 
1.15.130(1) and 
(2). 

 



 



















































































CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

 

Agenda Subject:  Discussion on the Motion to Approve the Submittal 

of the 2013 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

Application. 

 

Meeting Date:  April 16, 2012 

Department: Finance 

 
Attachments:  

None. 

Fund Source: N/A 

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A Contact:  Kim Krause, 

Finance Director 

Telephone:  (206) 439-3150 
 

Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes             No       X 

Initiative Description:  

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
 

The purpose of this agenda item is for Council to discuss the submittal of the 2013 Community Development Block 

Grant (CDBG) capital application for the Burien Dottie Harper Park Improvement project. 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  
 

Each year, the City of Burien, as a King County Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Consortium 

member, is able to apply for federal CDBG capital funding.  King County administers these funds on behalf of the 

Consortium.  The CDBG funds are for capital projects that benefit low and moderate income neighborhoods.   

 

The City’s application is for replacing the old play equipment at Dottie Harper Park, located at 421 SW 146
th
 St., 

Burien, WA 98166.  The project includes removing the old play equipment, installing new play equipment, benches, 

garbage cans, and a soft surface pathway near the play area.  The application for approximately $180,000 for the 

park improvements does not require a match.  The grant application must be submitted to King County by June 1, 

2012. 

 

The City of Burien was previously awarded $402,645 in 2009 - 2010 CDBG funds for the Hazel Valley Sidewalk 

Improvement Project; $119,473 in 2011 CDBG funds for the Puget Sound Park Improvement Project, and $154,000 

in 2012 CDBG Funds for the Burien Community Center Roof Replacement  

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   
1. Approve the submittal of the 2013 CDBG application for the Burien Dottie Harper Park Improvement 

Project. 

2. Do not approve the submittal of the CDBG application. 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Discuss the submittal of the 2013 CDBG application for the Burien Dottie 

Harper Park Improvement Project and place on the May 7, 2012 Council consent agenda for approval. 

   

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

  

Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 
 

Suggested Motion:  Discuss the submittal of the 2013 CDBG application for the Burien Dottie Harper Park 

Improvement Project and place on the May 7, 2012 Council consent agenda for approval. 

 

Submitted by:   

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date:  April 10, 2012 File Code: R:/CC/Agenda Bill 2012/041612ad-1 CDBG 

Applic 

 



 



CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject:  Presentation of the Draft Transportation Master 

Plan (TMP). 

Meeting Date: April 16, 2012   

Department: Public Works Attachments:   
1) Fehr and Peers PowerPoint 

Presentation 

2) Advisory Committee and Public 

Comments 

Fund Source: N/A 

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

 Contact:  Charles W. “Chip” 

Davis, AICP, Senior Planner 

Telephone:  (206) 248-5501 

Adopted Work Plan  

Priority:  Yes X   No__.    

Work Plan Item Description:  Preparation and Adoption of Transportation 

Master Plan. 

 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  The purpose of this agenda item is to present to the City Council the draft 

Transportation Master Plan.   
 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):   

Since May, 2011 a transportation consultant and the Transportation Master Plan Advisory Committee (TMPAC) 

have been working on an analysis of the Burien’s transportation system and conducting a review of existing 

comprehensive plan transportation policies to develop a new transportation vision for the city.  The draft 

Transportation Master Plan (TMP) advances two new transportation planning principals for Burien: a layered 

transportation network and multimodal levels of service.  These principals compliment Burien’s complete streets 

policy, adopted in October 3, 2011, by providing a comprehensive, integrated transportation network with 

infrastructure and design that allows safe and convenient travel for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motor 

vehicle drivers, and public transit users. 
 

The Council adopted revised comprehensive plan transportation polices by Ordinance 559 on December 12, 2011 as 

part of the 2011 Comprehensive Plan amendments.  The draft Transportation Master Plan provides the multimodal 

transportation framework and supporting data for those revised transportation policies.  A printed copy of the draft 

Transportation Master Plan has been distributed to councilmembers under separate cover.  A printed copy of the 

TMP and appendices is available for public review at City Hall or an electronic version can be accessed at the city 

website, www.burienwa.gov.  
 

Don Samdahl with Fehr and Peers, our consultant on the plan, will provide a PowerPoint presentation on the 

development of Burien’s Transportation Master Plan, which is attached to this agenda bill as Attachment 1 and those 

comments received from the Transportation Master Plan Advisory Committee and public concerning the TMP are 

included as Attachment 2.  Following the presentation, the Council may ask questions, request more information or 

comment on the draft plan and the attached information.  No action is necessary at this time.   

  

FUTURE ACTIONS 
 

May 7, 2012 – Council Meeting, staff follow-up to Council questions, additional discussion and possible motion to 

adopt the Transportation Master Plan. 

May 21, 2012 – Council Meeting, discussion and possible motion to adopt the Transportation Master Plan (if 

needed). 
 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):  N/A 
 

Administrative Recommendation:  Receive presentation, ask questions, request more information and/or comment 

on the Draft Transportation Master Plan. 

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

Advisory Board Recommendation:  The Transportation Master Plan Advisory Committee (TMPAC) expressed 

support for the proposed TMP.   

Suggested Motion:  None required. 

Submitted by:  Charles W. “Chip” Davis, AICP 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: April 10, 2012 File Code:  

 



 



























































CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject: Seahurst Park North Seawall & Beach Restoration 

Project - Staff Update 

Meeting Date:  April 16, 2012 

Department:  Parks, 

Recreation & Cultural Svcs. 
Attachments:  

1. Seahurst Fact Sheet 

2. Seahurst Phasing 

Fund Source: Parks & General Gov’t CIP –  

Seahurst Park - North Shoreline  

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A 

Contact:  Steve Roemer, 

Parks Development & 

Operations Manager 

Telephone: (206) 248-5513 

Adopted Initiative: 

  Yes     X          No    
Initiative Description: Seahurst Park North Seawall Removal / Beach Restoration 

 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
 

The purpose of this Agenda Bill is to hear an update from staff regarding the Seahurst Phase II Shoreline Ecosystem 

Restoration Project with the US Army Corps of Engineers. 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):   

 

The Seahurst Phase II Shoreline Ecosystem Restoration Project is a joint project between the City and the US Army 

Corps of Engineers (Corps) to remove the North Seawall and restore the adjacent beach. The goal of this work is to 

restore the marine habitat to the pre-wall conditions that existed prior to 1972. Council reviewed the project, the 

proposed scope of work, and the preliminary budget estimates on August 3, 2009. Council then approved the Project 

Feasibility Cost Share Agreement on August 17, 2009. The Corps subsequently conducted its feasibility study and 

35% design, which concluded in late 2010. On September 1, 2011 a Project Partnership Agreement was executed 

formalizing the Corps and City’s relationship to continue towards final project design and construction. The project 

and its associated budget authority is also part of the adopted 2011-2012 CIP.  

 

The Corps has obtained the necessary permits to proceed this summer, however it is still seeking the necessary 

federal funding for its share of the total project cost. As discussed previously with Council, should the Corps fail to 

obtain full funding for the entire project in the next few months, the Corps and the City would proceed with a portion 

of the project as an interim phase based on available funding.  

 
 

 

 

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   

 N/A 

 

 
 

Administrative Recommendation:  Receive update.  

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 

Suggested Motion:  None required. 

Submitted by:        Steve Roemer     Mike Martin 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date:  April 10, 2011 File Code: R:\CC\Agenda Bill 

2012\04162012parksSeahurstupdate.doc 

 



 



 

Seahurst Phase II Shoreline Ecosystem Restoration 
Fact Sheet   At a Glance: 
April 5, 2012   Project Authority Water Resources Development Act of 2000, Section 544 

    Description Restore habitat for ecosystem and Salmon Recovery in Puget Sound Basin 

    Total Project Cost  $6,973,200   

Funds Requested   $3,000,000 in the Construction Account for PSAWRP  
 

 
Photo: Existing concrete seawall at project site         Photo: Restored south Seahurst shoreline after seawall removal 

Project Scope  
The 14 acre project area includes 2800 feet of Puget Sound shoreline and extends from approximate elevation -10 

feet mean lower low water (MLLW) to the lower slopes of forested bluffs. Restoration would include removing 

1800 lineal feet. of concrete seawall, rock riprap, groins, paving and fill, restoring beaches to replicate natural 

slopes and add nourishment of 18,000 cubic yards of gravel and sand substrates. Over 20,200 riparian plantings 

will be added along most of the length of the project, with a small wetland/ estuary added and supported by 

three perennial streams. 
 

Project Status 
Construction in 2012: The project will restore the shoreline along the northern portion of the Seahurst Beach by 

removing a concrete bulkhead on the site owned by the City of Burien. The Seahurst Park Shoreline Restoration 

Phase II project follows up on earlier shoreline restoration work completed in 2005 as a partnership with the 

City of Burien, the U S Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), and WRIA 9 Watershed Ecosystem Forum, along the 

southern shore of the park. Funded through the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) and King 

Conservation District (KCD), the southern beach restoration has had excellent results from both restoration and 

recreation perspectives. Pre and post construction monitoring has documented improvements of biological and 

physical processes. Park users have overwhelmingly welcomed the shoreline change, which now provides a 

natural setting for recreational opportunities.  
 

Restoration Goal and Objectives  
The goal of the proposed Seahurst Park restoration is to restore natural nearshore processes to sustain a 

naturally functioning park shoreline and contribute to nearshore function within and beyond the park 

boundaries. The objectives of the restoration are as follows:  

 Reconnect feeder bluffs to the intertidal zone to restore natural sediment supply processes in the park  

 Improve intertidal habitat by restoring a more natural setting for longshore and cross-shore sediment 

transport by addressing shoreline armoring impacts occurring within the Project Area  

 Enhance intertidal habitat by restoring natural slopes and substrate sizes  

 Increase availability of suitable high intertidal spawning areas for forage fish by increasing the amount 

of high intertidal habitats with suitable size substrate  

 Re-establish riparian vegetation in close proximity to the intertidal habitats  

 Increase the amount of marsh vegetation and habitats  

 Enhance stream mouths draining into the intertidal zone by addressing channel constrictions at the 

mouth  

 



 

Project Fit in Regional Recovery Plan  
The Seahurst Park restoration objectives are aligned with regional restoration objectives described in the Puget 

Sound Action Agenda  

Implement and maintain priority ecosystem restoration projects for marine, marine nearshore, estuary, 

freshwater riparian, and upland areas. Near-term actions to implement restoration projects in the 

salmon recovery three-year work plans and the Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program of the 

Nearshore Partnership.     “Removal of or softening shoreline armoring” 

 

and the Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) 9 Salmon Habitat Plan. 

o Restore nearshore sediment transport processes by reconnecting sediment sources and removing 

shoreline armoring that affects sediment transport  

o Restore pocket estuaries  

o Protect and expand forage fish spawning areas by maintaining/increasing high intertidal zone 

access and availability of suitable substrate sizes  

o Protect and increase availability of vegetated shallow nearshore and marsh habitats  

 

The Project is specifically recommended in the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan and is included in the Three-Year 

Implementation Work Plan. The Project is fully consistent with the Puget Sound Partnership Action Agenda. 

 

Background and Explanation of the Problems the Project will Address 

Most of the park’s shoreline was armored in the early 1970s using a combination of stacked gabions, vertical 

concrete bulkhead, and riprap. The extensive shoreline armoring present in the park has interrupted natural 

sediment supply and transport processes and significantly degraded habitat function within and beyond the 

park boundaries. Specifically, the shoreline armoring in the park prevents coastal bluff sediment supplies from 

reaching the intertidal zone, thereby reducing the amount of beach sediment. Coastal bluffs are the primary 

source of sediment for most Puget Sound beaches, delivering nearly 90 percent of the region’s beach material.  

Shoreline armoring also alters sediment transport processes along the shoreline. Shoreline armoring structures 

tend to increase and reflect wave energy at the face of the structure. The increased energy entrains increased 

amounts of sediment and transports it offshore or longshore at unnaturally high rates that are faster than the 

system’s natural erosion of bluffs would replace. As a result, there is increased erosion and scour of beach 

sediment near the armor face, leading to decreased elevations and changes in habitat structure and their 

resulting biota. 

Seahurst project site

  



 

.  
Evidence of such decreases in beach elevations has been documented in Seahurst Park. Over the 30-year period 

from 1972 to 2002, the combination of bulkhead-induced erosion from reflected wave energy and loss of 

sediment supply resulted in a 3- to 4-foot lowering of the upper beach grade along portions of the park’s 

shorelines. 

 

Fish Resources Utilization of Project Area and Effects of Current Park Shoreline Conditions  
Several years of beach seine sampling in Seahurst Park have documented consistent utilization by juvenile 

salmonids throughout the summer. Seven salmonid species have been documented along the park shoreline, 

including two species listed as threatened by the Endangered Species Act: Chinook salmon and steelhead trout.  

Forage fish also utilize nearshore habitats of Seahurst Park. Two forage fish species, surf smelt and Pacific sand 

lance, require middle and high intertidal habitats with fine-grained substrates for spawning. The presence of 

forage fish have been documented along the shoreline of Seahurst Park. The shoreline armoring present in 

Seahurst Park, degrades habitat conditions for juvenile salmon and forage fish through the impacts to sediment 

supply and transport processes, as well as reducing the amount of accessible and suitable habitat as well as 

interrupting the connectivity between nearshore riparian and nearshore aquatic habitats. 

 

Benefits of the Seahurst Park Shoreline Restoration Project  
Restoration activities will focus on reconnecting feeder bluffs to the intertidal zone, improving intertidal habitat 

by addressing shoreline armoring impacts to sediment transport and restoring natural slopes and substrate 

sizes, enhancing stream mouths, and enhancing marsh and riparian vegetation conditions. The construction of 

these restoration activities in the project area would complete the shoreline restoration at Seahurst Park. Given 

the park’s location, size, and importance to sediment supply to beaches extending north, this project represents 

a significant step in the region’s ecosystem restoration efforts. At nearly 3,000 linear feet of restored shoreline, 

this project is one of the largest restoration projects to occur in Central Puget Sound. This is especially true when 

coupled with the south seawall restoration in Seahurst Park that has been completed by the City and the Corps. 

The completion of the north seawall restoration project, combined with the south seawall project, will result in 

4,500 linear feet of restored shoreline. 



 

 

Project Partners 

This type of work would not be possible if not for all of the support from our project supporters and partners: 

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

 King Conservation District 

 Washington Recreation and Conservation Office 

 Salmon Recovery Funding Board 

 Puget Sound Partnership 

 Green/Duwamish and Central Puget Sound Watershed (WRIA 9) Lead Entity 

 

Consequences of Not Conducting Project at this Time  
The risks and consequences of not conducting the project at this time include continued degraded habitat 

function within and beyond park boundaries due to conditions in the park. The loss of the opportunity created 

by currently secured project funding with SRFB and KCD, which have rapidly approaching project completion 

deadlines. The loss the opportunity in the current partnership with the Corps that combined with secured grant 

funding, will allow the project to move forward. The opportunity lost for the two educational programs within 

the park, the Environmental Science Center and Highline School District Marine Technology Lab, to benefit 

from the educational value created by this project. These programs educate over 10,000 students a year, from 

elementary through high school ages. The opportunity lost, for the public to experience and understand the 

value of ecosystem restoration gained through the removal of bulkheads, and the educational opportunity that 

through sound science there are viable alternatives for shoreline protection.  

     

Contact Info: Steve Roemer 

  City of Burien, WA 

  Office: 206-248-5513 

  E-mail: stever@burienwa.gov 
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Figure 1
Alternative 1: North Creek and Fish Ladder, 100' Wall Removal

Project Phasing Options
Seahurst Park Phase II Ecosystem Restoration Project

Base Bid Extent

Option Item

Existing Restroom

Environmental Science Center

Marine Technology Lab

North Groin Removal

Fish Ladder

North Creek

Note:
Complete utility relocation will be included
in the Base Bid for all Alternatives (full
project extent). This work is not shown.
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Figure 2
Alternative 2: North Creek, Fish Ladder, and Basic Wetland,  500' Wall Removal

Project Phasing Options
Seahurst Park Phase II Ecosystem Restoration Project

Base Bid Extent

Option Item

Limited Scope completed in base bid

Existing Restroom

Environmental Science Center

Marine Technology Lab

North Groin Removal

Basic Wetland: Rough Grades & Erosion Control Seeding,
Temporary Maintenance Path/Emergency Access Surface

Note:
Complete utility relocation will be included
in the Base Bid for all Alternatives (full
project extent). This work is not shown.
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Figure 3
Alternative 3: North Creek, Fish Ladder, and Full Wetland,  500' Wall Removal

Project Phasing Options
Seahurst Park Phase II Ecosystem Restoration Project

Base Bid Extent

Option Item

Existing Restroom

Environmental Science Center

Marine Technology Lab

North Groin Removal

Note:
Complete utility relocation will be included
in the Base Bid for all Alternatives (full
project extent). This work is not shown.
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Figure 4
Alternative 4: Central Site Restoration

Project Phasing Options
Seahurst Park Phase II Ecosystem Restoration Project

Base Bid Extent

Option Item

Existing Restroom

Environmental Science Center

Marine Technology Lab

North Groin Removal

Temporary Maintenance
Path/Emergency Access Surface

Note:
Complete utility relocation will be included
in the Base Bid for all Alternatives (full
project extent). This work is not shown.



CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

 

Agenda Subject:  Review of Council Proposed Agenda Schedule 

 

Meeting Date: April 16, 2012 

Department:   
City Manager 

Attachments:   
Proposed Meeting 

Schedule 

 

Fund Source: N/A 

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A 

 

Contact:   
Monica Lusk, City Clerk 

Telephone:   (206) 248-5517 

Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes       No   X     

Initiative Description:  N/A 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION: 

 

The purpose of this agenda item is for Council to review the proposed City Council meeting schedule.  New items or 

items that have been rescheduled are in bold.   

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion): 

 

According to City Council policies, the proposed meeting schedule is reviewed during the last meeting of each 

month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts): 

 

1. Review the schedule, and add, delete, or move items. 

2. Review the schedule and make no modifications. 

 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Review the schedule and provide direction to staff. 

 

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

  

Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 

 

Suggested Motion:  None required. 

 

Submitted by: Monica Lusk      Mike Martin 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: April 10, 2012 File Code: R:/CC/AgendaBill2012/041612cm-1 

proposedagendareview.doc 

 

file://File01/records/CC/Agenda%20Bill%202012/041612cm-1%20Rev%20Agenda%20Schedule.docx
file://File01/records/CC/Agenda%20Bill%202012/041612cm-1%20Rev%20Agenda%20Schedule.docx


 



CITY OF BURIEN 
COUNCIL PROPOSED AGENDA SCHEDULE 

2012 
 
 
 

R:/CC/Agenda 2012/Council proposed041012 

April 23, 7:00 p.m. Council Study Session 

Discussion on Results of Public Opinion Survey Related to Kids and Cops Initiative.  
 (City Manager) 
 

Discussion on 2012 Council Retreat Notes. 
  (City Manager) 
 

Discussion on Liquor and B&O Taxes. 
 (Finance) 
 

 
 

May/June 
1.  Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 331, Recognizing the Highline Communities Coalition. 

 (City Manager) 
 

2.  Motion to Approve the Submittal of the 2013 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Application. 
 (Finance) 
 

3.  Discussion on and Possible Motion to Adopt Transportation Master Plan (TMP). 
 (Community Development) 
 

4.  Review of Proposed Council Agenda Schedule. 
 (City Manager) 
 

5.  City Business. 
 (City Manager) 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: April 16, 2012 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

Community Development: 

 

Comprehensive Plan Work Program Update: 

Planning staff is working on revisions to the Comprehensive Plan to incorporate mandatory 

changes from the State, PSRC and Countywide Planning Policies.  The revisions will also 

include reformatting of the Plan to be more readable and easier to use online.  We are planning to 

start review of revisions with the Planning Commission in April.  In addition, we are working 

with The Watershed Company on updating the City’s Best Available Science (BAS) document 

related to critical areas.  Watershed is also working on a gap analysis to help us determine where 

our current Comprehensive Plan policies and development regulations need updating to comply 

with BAS. 

 

CPPW/HEAL Grant Wraps Up: 

We recently completed work under our CPPW/HEAL Grant.  Under the grant, we accomplished 

the following: adopted a complete streets ordinance, adopted zoning standards for community 

gardens, prepared a Transportation Master Plan (currently at Council for adoption), established 

nutrition guidelines for City-sponsored meetings, worked with other cities to form the Highline 

Communities Coalition, participated in safe Routes to School study for Cedarhurst Elementary 

and developed a joint Safe Routes to School committee involving city and school district staff, 

adopted healthy eating/active living policies in the Comprehensive Plan, prepared new Parks and 

Trails Map, received technical training on a variety of community health topics, and completed 

food access survey and identified areas in Burien needing more healthy food options. 

 

Miller Creek Junction Update: 

The currently-stalled Miller Creek Junction project (mixed use—multi-family and office) located 

at SR-509 and S. 162
nd

 St. has received a lot of interest lately as the trustee has advertised the 

project for sale.  Community Development staff has spent many hours assembling project files 

and documents and meeting with potential purchasers regarding the requirements for re-starting 

the project. 

 

400 SW 152
nd

 St., Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-4647 •  Fax: (206) 248-5539 

www.burienwa.gov 
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Planning Staff Conducts Orientation for New Planning Commissioner: 

Planning staff provided an orientation for newly-appointed Planning Commissioner Joey 

Martinez.  Topics covered included the relationship between State, regional and local planning, 

the purpose of the Comprehensive Plan and how the Plan is implemented.  We sent outgoing 

Commissioner Rachel Pizzaro a certificate of appreciation for her service to the City. 

 

Sunset Townhomes completed 

The Sunset Townhome development located at 148 S 152
nd

 Street started construction in 2008. 

 The 6 townhomes were almost complete in September of 2009 but the project stopped due to the 

economy. Recently the project was taken over by a new contractor who completed all remaining 

work. Final inspection was approved and occupancy was granted on April 3, 2012 

 

New Businesses 

A building permit was issued March 29 for change of use from Blockbuster Video to  a Super 

Supplements store  at 15871 1
st
 Ave S. A portion of the building will be used for future tenants 

yet to be determined. 

 

Eagle Rider Motorcycle Rental located at 13214 1
st
 Ave S was granted occupancy approval on 

March 30. This is the first tenant to occupy the building since construction was completed in 

2006. 

 

Monthly Permit Reports (Page 137) 

Attached are reports for Permit Applications Received and Permits Issued in March 2012 with 

work continuing to be steady. 

 

Forterra City Leaders Group: 

On April 12, Community Development Director Scott Greenberg attended the quarterly meeting 

of the Forterra City Leaders Group (formerly cascade Land Conservancy).  The goal of the City 

Leaders group is to foster discussions on how to advance smart growth policies and the goals of 

the Cascade Agenda in our region.  These discussions are a chance to network with a small group 

of peers and both share information and brainstorm creative approaches to development and 

change in our communities.  The quarterly meetings focus on how to get progressive land-use 

policies implemented by sharing knowledge and ideas within a select group of City 

Managers/Administrators and Planning Directors that are at the forefront of policies to shape 

where and how our communities grow.  By looking at best practices in local cities along with 

case studies from other parts of the country, the group can strategically approach the 

implementation of innovative policies and tools.  The April 12
th

 meeting focused on 

implementation strategies and values messaging. 

 

ParCS: 

 

PaRCS Partners with Seattle Tilth 

A new “Container Gardening” series began last month at the Burien Community Center, offered 

through the Burien Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department. Ten registrants 

are participating in this low-cost program which is being taught by a program partner, Seattle 

Tilth, a non-profit organic gardening and urban ecology organization that is known throughout 

the region for their classes, demonstration gardens and community events. 
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Moshier Arts Center Participates in National Conference 

The annual National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts (NCECA) was held in Seattle 

and surrounding cities March 28-31. Moshier Arts Center participated in the conference by 

hosting a Master Artist Workshop on March 24. An exhibit at SeaTac airport during the NCECA 

conference also highlighted the region’s four clay centers, including Moshier. 

 

Artist Selection Process for New Downtown Murals  

Per the City’s Public Art plan, a mural is planned for the west wall of the Dollar Store, located 

between 151
st
 and 152

nd
 Streets on 4

th
 Ave SW. Thirty-five artists responded to the ‘Call for 

Artists’, which is an impressive number for a project of this size. A selection panel comprised of 

community representatives, public artists and business owners convened on March 14 to review 

the proposals. The panel’s recommendations will be submitted to the Arts Commission for 

review at their April 24 meeting. Staff will be taking the Commission’s recommendation to 

Council after a design proposal has been approved by the Commission. The mural project is 

funded through the City’s Arts-in-Public-Places Fund. 

 

Puget Sound Park Playground Construction Awarded 

The renovation of the play area and a section of trail at Puget Sound Park has been awarded to 

the low bidder, Pacific Northwest Earthworks, LLC on March 20, 2012. The construction 

contract was for the amount of $21,761.48. The renovation will include the removal of the old 

play equipment and an expansion of the playground to also add a swing set. The new play 

equipment is manufactured by KOMPAN and will look a bit different in style from the existing 

equipment. The new design focuses on exercising a wider variety of muscle groups and balance 

challenges. The project will also include the addition of a short section of soft surface trail, 

which will bring those with physical challenges or a parent with stroller from the parking lot 

down to the main  park trail. Construction is anticipated to begin in May 2012 and should be 

completed in 60 days. The project was made possible through King County Community 

Development Block Grant funds, and has been a collaborative effort between the Public Works, 

PaRCS and Finance Departments. 

 

Seahurst Park hosts Army Corps Leaders 

On Tuesday, April 3, 2012, the City of Burien had the distinction of hosting U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (USACE) administrators and its Seattle District Civil Works Branch staff at Seahurst 

Park. Major General Michael J. Walsh from USACE headquarters in Washington, DC was given 

a presentation of many Corps-related projects in the Green/Duwamish Watershed, including 

Seahurst Park. The Major General oversees a $125 billion civil works budget and serves as 

principal advisor to the Chief of Engineers and the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil 

Works and directly interfaces with members of Congress on civil works issues and programs. 

The Seattle District, currently led by Colonel Estok, is Burien’s project and funding partner for 

both Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the Seahurst Seawall Removal project. Many District staff attended 

as well as Billy Frank, Chair of the Northwest Indian Commission and Chris Townsend from the 

Puget Sound Partnership. This visit showcased the importance of the need to remove the last 

1,800 feet of hard armoring in the park in order to restore the nearshore to a natural juvenile fish-

rearing habitat. 
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Public Works: 

SW 132
nd

 Street Improvement Project 

The SW 132
nd

 Street Improvements Project has been advertised for construction bids.  This 

project has been in development since 2009 and was previously advertised for bids in August 

2011.  The project was modified to accommodate additional funding from the City and a 

Community Development Block Grant sponsored by King County.  The project brings sidewalk, 

curb/gutter, and stormwater management improvements along SW 132
nd 

Street, 8
th

 Avenue SW, 

and SW 130
th

 Street.  Bid opening is set for Wednesday, April 18 at 1:00 pm at City Hall.  

Construction is expected to begin in late May and run through the summer, ending just prior to 

School Year 2012-13. For more information, contact Brian Victor, Project Manager at 206-248-

5533 or brianv@burienwa.gov. 

 

Environmental Science Center Holds Sustainable Yard Workshop 

On Sunday, March 18
th

, the first of a series of workshops was held at the Environmental Science 

Center in conjunction with the Public Outreach requirement of the City of Burien’s NPDES 

Permit. This Workshop, entitled “Your Sustainable Yard:  Rain Gardens, Native Plants and More 

was attended by 78 citizens who learned from a group of experts, including Zsofia Pasztor from 

Stewardship Partners, Lori Beehner from Environmental Construction Inc., Franziska McKay 

from People for Puget Sound, as well as Michael Steinross and students from St. Francis of 

Assisi. Subjects included construction techniques, plant selection, soil texture, cost 

considerations and maintenance of environmentally conscious yards. Each participant left with 

their own native plant!  

 

The next Workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, May 15, from 6-8pm.  It is titled Rain Barrels to 

Rain Gardens:  Rainwater Strategies to Enhance Your Yard. For more information, please 

contact Heungkook (HK) Lim at 206/248-5516, or heungkookl@burienwa.gov. 

 

MetroCount used to Monitor Traffic Volumes and Speeds 

A few times each year, the City conducts traffic studies of areas receiving frequent speeding 

complaints.  The MetroCount Equipment is first programmed in-house for the specific location 

and lane configuration; then a team of two installs the tubes. For each location, a pair of tubes is 

installed or, if necessary, two pairs to capture a more accurate representation of the traffic 

volumes and speeds. Each tube must be nailed down and spaced correctly for the metro counter 

to accurately measure the speeds and identify vehicle classifications. The tubes are then wrapped 

around the nearest permanent utility pole, plugged in to the metro counter and locked to prevent 

it from being tampered with or stolen. Metro counters and tubes are set out to collect data for one 

week, after a week the tubes are taken down, and the nails are removed from the pavement. Once 

all the equipment is taken down, the data is unloaded and reports are run to determine the 85
th

 

percentile speed, time of day speeding occurs the most, types of vehicle that are speeding, etc.  

 

The 85
th

 percentile speed is the speed at which 85% of the traffic is travelling; this is compared 

to the posted speed limit. If the 85
th

 percentile speed is 30% higher than the posted speed limit, 

the location will be referred to the Burien Police Department (BPD) for additional enforcement 

or patrol. Staff provides BPD with additional information including the time of day and day of 

the week when the speeding is occurring.  They will then follow up with PW staff if they believe 
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the locations needs further traffic calming studies.  City staff maintains a list of locations with 

speeding concerns and conducts the traffic studies as time permits.  Malissa Phok is the lead on 

placing the equipment; requests can be made via the Citizen Action Request form which is 

available in hard copy at City Hall or on the City of Burien website. 

 

Legal: 

 

2012 Washington Cities Insurance Authority Risk Management Audit and Review Topic 

As a member of Washington Cities Insurance Authority (“WCIA”), an insurance pool of public 

entities, the City is required to meet mandatory COMPACT requirements. This includes 

completion of an annual risk management performance audit that reviews individual departments 

and risks along with completing a series of mandatory trainings associated with the chosen 

department audit and a minimum of two other trainings related to good risk management 

practices.  The focus of the 2011 audit was public records and premises liability.  Various staff 

from the City Clerk, IT and Parks Departments assisted the Legal department in preparing and 

attending the audit in late 2011.  The City is pleased to report that the 2011 annual review and 

audit generated no mandatory requirements.  The 2012 audit will focus on Cyber Liability.  

Several risk management trainings surrounding this topic will be offered by WCIA to its 

members throughout the year along with the City’s participation in the annual review and audit 

process in late 2012.      

 

Finance: 

 

This item is a follow-up to Councilmember Block’s request for information from the King 

County Assessor’s office regarding the assessed valuation of multi-family housing. The assessed 

value for 6,555 multi-family housing units in Burien is $444,051,200. The City’s total assessed 

value for 2011 is $4,172,857,681.  

 

This item is a follow-up to requests made by Councilmembers Block, Krakowiak and Robison, at 

the April 2, 2012 Council meeting, for additional information related to the Waste Management 

contract. The term of the contract is for 10 years, starting June 1, 2004, and expiring May 31, 

2014. The City may, at its option, extend the contract for up to two extensions, each of which 

shall not exceed two years in duration.  

 

On November 17, 2008 Council approved contract amendment #3, modifying the annual 

Inflation Adjustment Factor to a combination of three indices. The three indices and their 

weights are: 1) the second-half annual consumer price index for Urban Wage Earners and 

Clerical Works for Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton Area, Series ID No. CWURA423SAO, or 

successor indices, which will have a weight of 42% 2) the Energy Information Agency annual 

West Coast Retail Price Series for On-Highway Diesel Fuel, Index No. PADD5, which will have 

a weight of 8% and 3) the Employment Compensation Cost Index for Private Industry, in current 

dollars, December 2005=100 for Trade, Transportation and Utilities, Series ID No. 

ECU20140000000001 (B,I), which will have a weight of 50%. The Inflation Adjustment Factor 

is calculated by taking the weighted average, based on the weights above, of the percentage 

difference between the three indices’ most recent year-end values and the corresponding values 

for the prior year, and adding the result to 1.0. In 2011, the third index (Employment 

Compensation Cost Index for Private Industry) was discontinued and substituted with the 
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Employment Compensation Cost Index for Administrative, Support, and Waste Management and 

Remediation Services, Series ID No. CIU2015600000000 (B,I). Per the contract, the City is not 

allowed to disapprove a CPI increase unless there are errors in the calculations. Staff has 

reviewed the calculations and found no errors. A letter titled “2012 Inflation Adjustment” dated 

March 5, 2012 from Waste Management is on page 139. 

 

Human Resources: 

 

Organizational Development Work Plan in Progress   

The employees’ 2012 organizational work plan has been developed and is now in full swing.  

The desired outcome of the program is to reinforce our organization as an excellent performing, 

stable city organization capable of weathering any anticipated and unanticipated changes.  

Employees are currently participating in a survey that will create a baseline measure and identify 

organizational and department gaps.  Specific employee trainings will begin later in the month 

and occur throughout the year. 

 

City Recruitment Efforts  

The City has hired three seasonal Public Works Maintenance Assistants to support our regular 

maintenance crewmembers.  The new employees will primarily focus on controlling vegetation 

during the growing season, litter pick up, and providing additional hands to tackle the day-to-day 

duties of the maintenance division.     

 

In other recruitment fronts, we are preparing for interviews for our Summer Day Camp staff and 

accepting applications for a new Information Systems Manager.     

 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. Citizen Action Report (Page 149) 

Staff has prepared the attached March 2012 Citizen Action Report. 
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