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CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA 
August 2, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 
Burien City Hall, Council Chambers 

400 SW 152
nd

 Street, 1
st

 Floor 
Burien, Washington 98166 

PAGE NO. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 3.   ROLL CALL 
 

4. AGENDA 
CONFIRMATION 

 

  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

To receive comments on topics other than public hearing topics.  
Individuals will please limit their comments to three minutes, and groups 
to five minutes.   
 

 

6. CORRESPONDENCE 
FOR THE RECORD 

 

a. Letter Received July 19, 2010, from Lloyd Hara, King County 
 Assessor, Requesting Submittal of Building Permits and CAD 
 Drawings in Digital Formats. 

b. Written Public Comments for Council Meeting of July 29, 2010, 
 from Jana Kleitsch Regarding Public Access, Rebuilding, and 
 Widening SW 172nd Street. 

c. Letter Received July 19, 2010 from Michael Noakes, Burien 
 Marine Homeowners Association, Transmitting 
 Memorandum Describing Existing Conditions of Burien 
 Marine Shoreline. 

d. Email Dated July 20, 2010, from Clark Mounsey Regarding 
 Monday’s (July 19) Council Meeting. 

e. Letter Dated July 17, 2010, from Homer and Dorothy Lockett 
 Requesting that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No 
 Physical Public Access to Lake Burien. 

f. Letter Dated July 19, 2010, from Winona Deyman Requesting  
 that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical 
 Public Access to Lake Burien. 

g. Email Dated July 22, 2010, from Hadiye Rafi Regarding Glass 
 Steagall Resolution. 

h. Email Dated July 26, 2010, from Diane M. Patterson Regarding 
 Shoreline Management. 

i. Letter Dated July 16, 2010, from Ruth Barnes Requesting that 
 the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical Public 
 Access to Lake Burien. 

3. 
 
 

5. 
 
 

7. 
 
 
 

23. 
 

25. 
 
 

27. 
 
 

29. 
 

31. 
 

33. 
 

COUNCILMEMBERS 
Joan McGilton, Mayor  Rose Clark, Deputy Mayor   Brian Bennett 

Jack Block, Jr.   Kathy Keene  Lucy Krakowiak    Gordon Shaw 
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6. CORRESPONDENCE 
 FOR THE RECORD 
 (cont’d.) 

j. Email Dated July 28, 2010, from Jessica Roper, Legal Assistant, 
 Transmitting Letter Dated July 28, 2010, from Tadas Kisielius, 
 GordenDerr LLP, Regarding Comments on City Council Draft 
 SMP for August 2, 2010, Public Meeting.   

k. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Sandy Gledhill Regarding 
 Not Allowing Physical Public Access to Lake Burien 

l. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Dave Miller Requesting that 
 the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical Public 
 Access to Lake Burien. 

m. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Robert and Robbie Howell 
 Requesting that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No 
 Physical Public Access to Lake Burien. 

n. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Mary Kay Horton 
 Requesting that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No 
 Physical Public Access to Lake Burien. 

o. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Terry Pickart Requesting 
 that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical 
 Public Access to Lake Burien. 

p. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Sue Morris Requesting that 
 the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical Public 
 Access to Lake Burien. 

q. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Barry Crittenden Requesting 
 that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical 
 Public Access to Lake Burien. 

r. Letter Received July 28, 2010, from Patty Archer Requesting 
 that the Burien Shoreline Master Plan State No Physical 
 Public Access to Lake Burien. 

s. Letter Dated July 28, 2010, from Chestine Edgar Requesting 
 SMP Correction to State Burien Shorelines is Low Density 
 Development. 

 

35. 
 
 
 

39. 
 

45. 
 
 

49. 
 
 

51. 
 
 

53. 
 
 

55. 
 
 

57. 
 
 

59. 
 
 

61. 
 
 

7. CONSENT AGENDA a. Approval of Vouchers: Numbers 25612 - 25839 in the Amounts 
 of $1,761,337.01 with Voided Check No. 25697 – 25777. 

b. Approval of Minutes: Council Meeting, July 19, 2010. 
c. Motion to Approve Ordinance No. 545, Merging BMC Title 18 

 (Interim Zoning Code) into BMC Title 19 (New Zoning Code). 
 

63. 
 

85. 
 

93. 

8. BUSINESS AGENDA a. City Business. 
b. Public Hearing on 2011-2016 Six-Year Transportation 

 Improvement Program.  
c. Presentation of the 2011-2016 Financial Forecast & Policies and 

 Overview of the 2011-2012 Operating Budget.   
d. Discussion on the Shoreline Master Program Update. 
 

129. 
163. 

 
187. 

 
233. 

9. COUNCIL REPORTS  
 

 

10. ADJOURNMENT   









 













































 



















































































































 

CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
July 19, 2010 

SPECIAL MEETING, Miller Creek Conference Room, 3rd Floor 
For the purpose of holding an Executive Session to discuss litigation 

6:00 p.m. 
SPECIAL MEETING, Council Chambers 

6:15 p.m. 
REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 p.m. 
& 

TRANSPORTATION BENEFIT DISTRICT BOARD MEETING 
7:30 p.m. 

(or as soon thereafter as the Council meeting adjourns) 
 

400 SW 152
nd

 Street 
Burien, Washington 98166 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL MEETING 

Mayor McGilton called the Special Meeting of the Burien City Council to order at 6:00 
p.m. for the purpose of holding an Executive Session to discuss litigation. 
 
Present: Mayor Joan McGilton, Deputy Mayor Rose Clark, Councilmembers Brian 
Bennett, Jack Block, Jr., Kathy Keene, Lucy Krakowiak and Gordon Shaw.   
 
Administrative staff present: Mike Martin, City Manager; Craig Knutson, City Attorney. 
 
No action was taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT TO COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
The Special Meeting to hold an Executive Session was adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor McGilton called the Special Meeting of the Burien City Council to order at 6:15 
p.m. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor McGilton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Mayor Joan McGilton, Deputy Mayor Rose Clark, Councilmembers Brian 
Bennett, Kathy Keene, and Lucy Krakowiak.  Councilmembers Jack Block, Jr. and Gordon 
Shaw arrived at 6:18 p.m. 

To hear Council’s full discussion of a specific topic or the complete meeting, the following resources 
are available: 

 Watch the video-stream available on the City website, www.burienwa.gov 

 Check out a DVD of the Council Meeting from the Burien Library 

http://www.burienwa.gov/
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Administrative staff present: Mike Martin, City Manager; Craig Knutson, City Attorney; 
Richard Loman, Economic Development Manager; Gary Coleman, Acting Finance 
Director; Scott Greenberg, Community Development Director; David Johanson, Senior 
Planner; Chip Davis, Planner; Steve Roemer, Parks Development and Operations 
Manager; Debbie Zemke, Recreation Supervisor; Larry Blanchard, Public Works Director; 
Ramesh Davad, Project Manager; and Monica Lusk, City Clerk. 
 

AGENDA CONFIRMATION 
Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, to 
affirm the July 19, 2010, Agenda.  Motion passed 6-1.  Opposed, Councilmember 
Krakowiak. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Terri Anderson, Mayor, City of SeaTac 
SeaTac Mayor Anderson presented a framed photograph to the City of a girl playing in 
the stream at Seahurst Park that she obtained from the City of SeaTac’s annual photo 
exhibit.   
 
Ed Dacy, 20116 SW 146th Street, Burien 
Mr. Dacy provided suggestions to the Shoreline Master Program requirements for 
setbacks and buffers.   
 
Andy Ryan, 16525 Maplewild Avenue SW, Burien 
Mr. Ryan requested a response from staff to his email listed under Correspondence for 
the Record related to Shoreline Master Program Update Chapter 20.30.095, Residential 
Development.   
 
John Upthegrove, 1808 SW 156th Street, Burien 
Mr. Upthegrove spoke against public access to Lake Burien.   
 
Chuck Johnson, 3725 SW 171st Street, Burien 
Mr. Johnson stated he would have no objection to public access at Three Tree Point if 
there was police presence.   
 
Michael Noakes, 16409 Maplewild Avenue SW, Burien  
Mr. Noakes, Burien Marine Homeowners Association President, provided copies of a 
completed inventory of the City’s shoreline.  
 
Don Warren, 15702 13th Avenue SW, Burien 
Mr. Warren stated the Council has not addressed the issues raised by the Lake Burien 
Shore Club and spoke against public access to Lake Burien.     
 
Kathi Skarbo, 1621 SW 152nd Street, Burien 
Ms. Skarbo spoke against public access to Lake Burien.   
 
Sean Whitmer, 3328 SW 172nd Street, Burien 
Mr. Whitmer commended the Police Department, which found his stolen vehicle with 
the help of the Canine Unit.  If the Canine Unit’s are certified to track somebody from a 
crime scene, it should be enough probable cause for the officers to make an arrest.   
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Clark Mounsey, 3721 SW 171st Street, Burien 
Mr. Mounsey stated that consideration should also be given to how the homeowners 
are affected during the review of the Shoreline Master Program draft.     
 
George Vermef, 2745 SW 156th Street, Burien 
Regarding the Shoreline Master Program update and loss of property, Mr. Vermef asked 
the Council to consider using appraisals rather than assessments to determine structure 
values. 
 
Greg Anderson, 15451 11th Avenue SW, Burien 
Mr. Anderson asked the Council to consider the consequences of the regulation for 
rebuilding an existing family home: it is allowed if it is in the same footprint but it is a 
problem if you build further away from the water; and, undeveloped property owners 
are not exempt. 
 
Sam Pace, 29839 154th Avenue SE, Kent 
Mr. Pace, Association of Realtors, stated that the Association will submit comments this 
week on the draft Shoreline Master Program update.   
 
Tim Fahey, 1020 South Thistle Street, Seattle 
Mr. Fahey, an avid scuba diver, encouraged the Council to make the least restrictive 
regulations possible to the draft Shoreline Master Program update because the 
residents of Three Tree Point are better stewards of the underwater environment than 
the government.    
 
John Hickman, 13671 18th Avenue SW, Burien 
Mr. Hickman asked how it is fair and equitable for him to pay higher fees for the 
undergrounding on 1st Avenue South because he uses electric heat.   
 
Dave McFarlane, 4125 SW 106th Street, Seattle 
Mr. McFarlane, on behalf of the Burien Bearcat and Cheer Organization, spoke to the 
lack of fields available for practices and games, and noted that a multi-sport complex is 
needed.   
 
Franchesca Naimi, 11825 25th Avenue NE, Seattle 
Ms. Naimi, representing the LaRouche Political Action Committee, asked the Council to 
sign a resolution demanding that the Federal Government go with the Franklin 
Roosevelt’s Glass-Steagall legislation to protect the people and banks.    
 
Tamar Rosbrook aka Tammy Michaels, 2805 SW 171st Street, Burien 
Ms. Rosbrook voiced her concern that the draft Shoreline Master Program update takes 
away property rights.   
 
Hadiye Rafi, LaRouche Representative 
Ms. Rafi, LaRouche Political Action Committee, spoke to the Glass-Steagall legislation.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE RECORD 
a. Response from Larry Blanchard, Public Works Director, to Email Dated June 6, 2010, 

from Annette Blayney Regarding 1st Avenue South Phase 2 Improvement Projects. 
b. Email Dated June 17, 2010, from Andy Ryan Regarding Burien SMP Conversation. 
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c. Email Dated June 21, 2010, from Garrett Huffman, South King & Seattle Manager, 
Master Builders Association of King and Snohomish Counties, Regarding Burien Fire 
Sprinklers. 

d. Email Dated June 22, 2010, from Katie Knight, Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, Regarding Lake Burien Wildlife. 

e. Email Dated June 22, 2010, from Andy Ryan Transmitting Comments Regarding June 
21 Council SMP Meeting. 

f. Email Dated June 23, 2010, from Peter Eglick, Eglick Kiker Whited, Transmitting Lake 
Burien Shore Club Recommended Changes to Planning Commission SMP Draft. 

g. Letter Received June 25, 2010, from Lee Moyer, SMP Advisory  Committee Member, 
Regarding Lake Burien Public Access. 

h. Letter Dated June 28, 2010, from Chestine Edgar Regarding Suggested Revisions to 
the March 2010 Shoreline Master Plan (SMP) Draft - Citizen Comments. 

i. Response from Monica Lusk, Special Event Liaison, to Email Dated July 4, 2010, from 
Sherilyn Jordan Regarding Noise Complaint. 

j. Letter Dated July 8, 2010, from Larry Moormeier, Standring Lane Homeowners 
Association, Regarding Proposed Shoreline Master Program (SMP). 

k. Written Public Comments for City Council Meeting of July 19, 2010, from Linda Plein 
Regarding EIS Update and Public Access to Lake Burien or Three Tree Point. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Approval of Vouchers: Numbers 25364 - 2561 in the Amounts of $1,411,680.31 with 
Voided Check No. 25473. 

b. Approval of Minutes: Council Special & Regular Meeting, June  21, 2010; Special 
Meeting, June 28, 2010. 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, and 
passed unanimously to approve the July 19, 2010, Consent Agenda. 
 

BUSINESS AGENDA 
City Business 

Direction/Action 
There being no questions or comments related to the item, Councilmembers moved to 
the next item on the agenda.   
 

Motion to Approve an Agreement with the Washington Cities Insurance Authority Regarding 
Insurance Coverage for the Westmark v. Burien Litigation 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, and 
passed unanimously to approve the agreement with the Washington Cities Insurance 
Authority regarding insurance coverage for the Westmark v. Burien litigation and 
authorize the City Manager to sign the agreement.   
 
Councilmember Block left the dais at 7:16 p.m. and returned at 7:18 p.m. 
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Presentations of Annual Reports from the Arts Commission and Parks, Recreation & Cultural 
Services Advisory Board 

Donna DiFiore, Arts Commission Vice-Chair, noted the 2009 accomplishments that 
included the visual and perfoming arts, and special projects.  The 2010 Work Plan was 
reviewed.   
 
Follow-up 
Staff will report on guest artists displaying their work in the lobby at City Hall.   
 
Ted Fosberg, Parks Board Chair, noted the 2009 accomplishments that included 
planning and activities, improvements and construction, volunteer activities, naming 
and dedications, and grant funding.  The 2010 Work Plan was reviewed.   
 

Presentation and Motion to Adopt Ordinance No. 544, Providing for the Issuance of Bonds to 
Finance a Portion of the Costs of Street Overlay Improvements 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, to 
Adopt Ordinance No. 544, providing for the issuance of bonds to finance a portion of the 
costs of street overlay improvements.  Motion passed 5-2.  Opposed Councilmembers 
Bennett and Krakowiak. 
 

Presentation and Motion to Approve Post Issuance Compliance Policy for Securities. 
Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, and 
passed unanimously to approve the Post Issuance Compliance Policy for Securities.   
 

Discussion on 2011 – 2016 Financial Forecast and Policies 
Direction/Action 
Councilmembers rescheduled the discussion to August 2, 2010, due to the full agenda.   
 

Discussion on and Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 314, Establishing a Date and Time for a 
Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the 2011-2017 Transportation Improvement Program 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, and 
passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 314, establishing a date and time for a 
public hearing to receive comments on the 2011-2016 Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program. 
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Motion to Approve an Interlocal Agreement Between the City of Burien and TBD No. 1 
Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, to 
approve the Interlocal Agreement between the City of Burien and TBD No. 1. Motion 
passed 6-1.  Opposed, Councilmember Krakowiak. 
 

Motion to Adopt Resolution No. 315, Establishing the 2010 Comprehensive Plan Amendment 
Docket 

Direction/Action 
Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak, and 
passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 315, establishing the 2010 
Comprehensive Plan Docket. 
 

Discussion of Draft Ordinance 545, Relating to Merging Burien Zoning Codes (Municipal Code 
Titles 18 and 19)  

Direction/Action 
Councilmembers requested placing Ordinance No. 545 on the August 2, 2010, Consent 
Agenda for approval. 
 

Review of Council Proposed Agenda Schedule 
Follow-up 
Staff will add the August 2, 2010, public hearing on the Transportation Improvement 
Program. 
 

DISCUSSION 
Discussion of Draft Shoreline Master Program 

Follow-up 
Staff will provide a matrix summarizing the Council’s comments and questions beginning 
with the July 19, 2010, meeting and include staff recommendations.    
 
Councilmember Bennett left the dais at 7:44 p.m. and returned at 7:46 p.m. 
 
Councilmember Block left the dais at 8:53 p.m. and returned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL REPORTS 
No reports were given. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Direction/Action 
MOTION was made by Deputy Mayor Clark, seconded by Councilmember Krakowiak and 
passed unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 p.m. 
 
 
 

       
 Joan McGilton, Mayor 
 
 
 
       
 Monica Lusk, City Clerk 
 



 



CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 545 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON, 

REPEALING TITLE 18 AND AMENDING TITLE 19 OF THE 

BURIEN MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO ZONING, PROVIDING 

FOR SEVERABILITY, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 WHEREAS, in February, 1993, the City of Burien adopted an interim zoning code 

codified as Burien Municipal Code Title 18, establishing interim zoning regulations for the City 

of Burien; and  

 

 WHEREAS, in June, 1999, the City of Burien adopted a new zoning code codified as 

Burien Municipal Code Title 19, establishing  new zoning regulations for the City of Burien; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to combine BMC Titles 18 and 19 into a single zoning code, 

eliminate redundancies between the two Titles, and eliminate unused portions of Title 18; and 

    

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing to receive public comments on 

May 25, 2010 and recommended approval of the proposed amendments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council has received recommendations from the Planning 

Commission regarding the proposed amendments; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the SEPA Responsible Official issued a Determination of Non-Significance on 

July 12, 2010; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council held a public meeting on July 19, 2010 to review and discuss 

the proposed amendments. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 

WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 Section 1: Amendments to BMC Title 19.    The City Council of the City of Burien 

hereby amends BMC Title 19 as set forth in Exhibit A, which is attached hereto and is  

incorporated herein by this reference.  

 

 Section 2: Repeal of BMC Title 18.    The City Council of the City of Burien hereby 

repeals BMC Title 18.  
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 Section 3: Severability.  Should any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or 

phrase of this ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared 

unconstitutional or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this ordinance be pre-

empted by state or federal law or regulation, such decision or pre-emption shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or its application to other persons or 

circumstances. 

 

Section 4: Savings.  The enactments of this ordinance shall not affect any case, 

proceeding, appeal or other matter currently pending in any court or in any way modify any right 

or liability, civil or criminal, which may be in existence on the effective date of this ordinance. 
 
 Section 5: Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper 

of the City and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of publication. 

 

 ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF ON 

THIS ____ DAY OF ______, 2010, AND SIGNED IN AUTHENTICATION OF ITS PASSAGE 

THIS ____ DAY OF _____, 2010. 

 

       CITY OF BURIEN 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Joan McGilton, Mayor 

 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Monica Lusk, City Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Craig Knutson, City Attorney 

 

 

 

Filed with the City Clerk: August 2, 2010 

Passed by the City Council:  

Ordinance No. 545 

Date of Publication:  
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ORDINANCE 545—EXHIBIT A 

Chapter 18.15 

DEFINITIONS – TECHNICAL TERMS 

18.15.005 Scope of chapter. (NOT NEEDED IN BMC 19) 

This chapter contains definitions of technical and procedural terms used throughout the code. See 

Chapter 18.20 BMC, Land Use Definitions, for definitions of land uses shown in Chapter 18.25 

BMC. See Chapter 18.05 BMC, Authority, Purpose, Interpretation and Administration, for rules on 

interpretation of the code, including use of these definitions. Development standards are found in 

Chapters 18.30 through 18.95 BMC. [Ord. 28 § 1(39), 1993] 

18.15.010 Definitions – Generally. (NOT NEEDED IN BMC 19) 

For the purpose of interpreting the provisions of this title, certain terms or words used herein are 

defined in this chapter. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.020 Agricultural products. (NOT USED) 

―Agricultural products‖ means items resulting from the practice of agriculture, including crops such 

as fruits, vegetables, grains, seed, feed and plants, or animal products such as eggs, milk and meat. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.025 Alley. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Alley‖ means an improved thoroughfare or right-of-way, whether public or private, usually 

narrower than a street, that provides vehicular access to an interior boundary of one or more lots, 

and is not designed for general traffic circulation. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.100 Building facade. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Building facade‖ means that portion of any exterior elevation of a building extending from the 

grade of the building to the top of the parapet wall or eaves, for the entire width of the building 

elevation. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.102 Building footprint. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Building footprint‖ means the exterior outline of a structure where it meets the earth. [Ord. 103 § 

1, 1994; Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.110 Calculated LOS. 

19.10.051.5 Calculated LOS--means a A quantitative measure of traffic congestion identified by a 

declining letter scale (A – F) as calculated by the methodology contained in the 1985 Highway 

Capacity Manual Special Report 209 or as calculated by another method approved by the 

department. LOS ―A‖ indicates free flow of traffic with no delays while LOS ―F‖ indicates jammed 

conditions or extensive delay. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/burien/html/Burien18/Burien1830.html#18.30


- 4 - 
R:\CC\AAA Ordinances - Preliminary\Ord545-Merger of BMC Titles 18 and 19 Zoning.doc 

18.15.115 Capacity. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Capacity‖ means the number of students a school district’s facilities can accommodate district-

wide, the volume a street or utility can adequately accommodate, based on the district’s, city’s or 

utility’s standard of service, as determined by the school district, city or utility. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 

1993] 

18.15.120 Capital facilities plan. 

19.10.053 Capital facilities plan-- means A district’s, city’s, or utility’s facilities plan adopted by 

the school board, city council or utility board consisting of: 

(1) A forecast of future needs for facilities based on adopted projections; 

(2) The long-range construction and capital improvements projects of the district, city or 

utility; 

(3) The schools, streets or utilities under construction or expansion; 

(4) The proposed locations and capacities of expanded or new facilities; 

(5) At least a six-year financing plan component, updated as necessary to maintain at least a 

six-year forecast period, for financing needed facilities within projected funding levels, and 

identifying sources of financing for such purposes, including bond issues authorized by the 

voters and projected bond issues not yet authorized by the voters; 

(6) Any other long-range projects planned by the district, city or utilities. 

(7) The current capacity of facilities based on the districts, city’s or utility’s adopted standard 

of service, and a plan to eliminate existing deficiencies, if any, without the use of impact fees; 

and  

(8) An inventory showing the location and capacity of existing facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 

1993] 

18.15.125 Classrooms. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Classrooms‖ means educational facilities of the district required to house students for its basic 

educational program. The classrooms are those facilities the district determines are necessary to best 

serve its student population. Specialized facilities as identified by the district, including but not 

limited to gymnasiums, cafeterias, libraries, administrative offices and child care centers, shall not be 

counted as classrooms. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.130 Clearing. (NOT USED) 

―Clearing‖ means the limbing, pruning, trimming, topping, cutting or removal of vegetation or other 

organic plant matter by physical, mechanical, chemical or other means. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.140 Cogeneration. (NOT NEEDED) 
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―Cogeneration‖ means the sequential generation of energy and useful heat from the same primary 

source or fuel for industrial, commercial or residential heating or cooling purposes. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 

1993] 

18.15.145 Compensatory storage. (NOT NEEDED) 

―Compensatory storage‖ means new, excavated storage volume equivalent to any flood storage 

which is eliminated by filling or grading within the floodplain. For the purpose of this definition, 

equivalent flood storage capacity is that which is replaced by equal volume between corresponding 

one-foot contour intervals which are hydraulically connected to the floodway through their entire 

depth. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.165 Construction cost per student. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Construction cost per student‖ means the estimated cost of construction of a permanent school 

facility in the district for the grade span of school to be provided, as a function of the district’s 

design standard per grade span and taking into account the requirements of students with special 

needs. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.190 Department.  

19.10.109 Department--―Department‖ means tThe city of Burien department of community 

development. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.195 Facilities standard. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Facilities standard‖ means the space required, by grade span and taking into account the 

requirements of students with special needs, which is needed in order to fulfill the educational goals 

of the school district as identified in the district’s capital facilities plan. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.200 Developer. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Developer‖ means the person or entity who owns or holds purchase options or other development 

control over property for which development activity is proposed. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.205 Development activity. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Development activity‖ means any construction or expansion of a building, structure or use, any 

change in use of a building or structure, or any change in the use of land that creates additional 

demand for school, street, utility or other public facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.215 Development proposal. 

19.10.109.3 Development proposal--Any activities requiring a permit or other approval from the 

city of Burien relative to the use or development of land. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.220 Development proposal site. 
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19.10.109.5 Development proposal site--The legal boundaries of the parcel or parcels of land for 

which an applicant has or should have applied for authority from the city of Burien to carry out a 

development proposal. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.225 Development standards. 

19.10.109.7 Development standards—Until otherwise amended by the city council, development 

standards for streets, roads, parks, open space, trails, utilities or other public improvements shall be 

those of King County; including King County’s Shoreline Master Program. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.230 Direct traffic impact. 

19.10.109.8 Direct traffic impact--Any increase in vehicle traffic generated by a proposed 

development which equals or exceeds 10 peak hour, peak direction vehicle trips on any roadway or 

intersection. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.240 Department. (REDUNDANT WITH DEFINITION ABOVE) 

The city of Burien department of community development. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.255 Elderly. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Elderly‖ means a person aged 62 or older. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.290 Factory-built commercial building. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Factory-built commercial building‖ means any structure that is either entirely or substantially 

prefabricated or assembled at a place other than a building site; and designed or used for 

nonresidential human occupancy. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.375 Grade span. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Grade span‖ means the categories into which a district groups its grades of students; i.e., 

elementary, middle or junior high school, and high school. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.415 Improved public roadways. 

19.10.286 Improved public roadways--Public road rights-of-way that have been improved with 

at least two travel lanes and are maintained by either the city of Burien, King County or the state of 

Washington. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.420 Landscaping. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Landscaping‖ means live vegetative materials required for a development. Said materials provided 

along the boundaries of a development site are referred to as perimeter landscaping. Landscaping 

provided on the reminder of the site is referred to as interior landscaping. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.463 Lot, corner. 
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19.10.329 Lot, corner--A lot abutting upon two or more streets at their intersections, or upon 

two parts of the same street, such streets or parts of same street forming an interior angle of less 

than 135 degrees within the lines. Corner lots have two street frontages, primary and secondary. The 

primary street shall be the one that the building is primarily oriented to. [Ord. 103 § 1, 1994; Ord. 28 

§ 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.465 Lot line, interior. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Interior lot line‖ means lot lines that delineate property boundaries along those portions of the 

property which do not abut a street. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.525 Open-work fence. 

19.10.387 Open-work fence--A fence in which the solid portions are evenly distributed and 

constitute no more than 50 percent of the total surface area. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.535 Park service area. (NOT USED) 

―Park service area‖ means established by the department, within which the dedications of land and 

fees received from new residential developments for the benefit of residents within such service 

area. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.560 Party of record (POR). (ALREADY DESCRIBED IN BMC 19.65) 

―Party of record (POR)‖ means a person who has submitted written comments, testified, asked to 

be notified or is the sponsor of a petition entered as part of the official city record on a specific 

development proposal. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.565 Peak hour. 

19.10.395.3 Peak hour--The hour during the morning or afternoon when the most critical level 

of service occurs for a particular roadway or intersection. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.570 Permanent school facilities. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Permanent school facilities‖ means facilities of a school district with a fixed foundation which are 

not relocatable facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.575 Planning and community development director. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Planning and community development director‖ means the director of the city of Burien 

department of community development. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.580 Plant associations of infrequent occurrence. (NOT USED) 

―Plant associations of infrequent occurrence‖ means one or more plant species of a landform type 

which does not often occur in King County because of the rarity of the habitat and/or the species 

involved or for other botanical or environmental reasons. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 
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18.15.585 Private. 

19.10.403 Private--Solely or primarily for the use of residents or occupants of the premises; 

e.g., a noncommercial garage used solely by residents or their guests is a private garage. [Ord. 28 § 

1(40), 1993] 

18.15.605 Recreational vehicle (RV). (NOT USED) 

―Recreational vehicle (RV)‖ means a vehicle designed primarily for recreational camping, travel or 

seasonal use which has its own motive power or is mounted on or towed by another vehicle, 

including but not limited to: 

(1) Travel trailer; 

(2) Folding camping trailer; 

(3) Park trailer; 

(4) Truck camper; 

(5) Park trailer; 

(6) Motor home; and 

(7) Multi-use vehicle. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.610 Recyclable material. 

19.10.443 Recyclable material--A nontoxic, recoverable substance that can be re-processed for 

the manufacture of new products. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.625 Relocatable facility. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Relocatable facility‖ means any factory-built structure, transportable in one or more sections that is 

designed to be used as an education space and is needed to prevent the overbuilding of school 

facilities, to meet the needs of service areas within a district or to cover the gap between the time 

that families move into new residential developments and the date that construction is completed on 

permanent school facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.630 Relocatable facilities cost per student. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Relocatable facilities cost per student‖ means the estimated cost of purchasing and siting a 

relocatable facility in a school district for the grade span of school to be provided, as a function of 

the district’s design standard per grade span and taking into account the requirements of students 

with special needs. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.635 Relocation facilities. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 
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CONCURRENCY) 

―Relocation facilities‖ means housing units within the city of Burien that provide housing to persons 

who have been involuntarily displaced from other housing units within the city of Burien as a result 

of conversion of their housing unit to other land uses. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.660 School district. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―School district‖ means any school district in the city of Burien whose boundaries include 

incorporated areas of the city. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.685 Shelters for temporary placement. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Shelters for temporary placement‖ means housing units within the city of Burien that provide 

housing to persons on a temporary basis for a duration not to exceed four weeks. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 

1993] 

18.15.775 Site cost per student. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Site cost per student‖ means the estimated cost of a site in the district for the grade span of school 

to be provided, as a function of the district’s design standard per grade span and taking into account 

the requirements of students with special needs. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.785 Special use permit. (NOT NEEDED IN BMC 19) 

―Special use permit‖ means a permit granted by the city to locate a regional land use at a particular 

location, subject to conditions placed on the proposed use to ensure compatibility with adjacent land 

uses. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.795 Standard of service. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Standard of service‖ means the standard adopted by each school district which identifies the 

program year, the class size by grade span and taking into account the requirements of students with 

special needs, the number of classrooms, the types of facilities the district believes will best serve its 

student population, and other factors as identified by the school district. The district’s standard of 

service shall not be adjusted for any portion of the classrooms housed in relocatable facilities which 

are used as transitional facilities or for any specialized facilities housed in relocatable facilities. 

Except as otherwise defined by the school board pursuant to a board resolution, transitional 

facilities shall mean those facilities that are used to cover the time required for the construction of 

permanent facilities; provided that, the ―necessary financial commitments‖ as defined in Chapter 

18.70 BMC are in place to complete the permanent facilities called for in the capital plan. [Ord. 28 § 

1(40), 1993] 

18.15.820 Street frontage. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Street frontage‖ means any portion of a lot or combination of lots which directly abut a public 

http://www.codepublishing.com/wa/burien/html/Burien18/Burien1870.html#18.70
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right-of-way. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.830 Student factor. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL CONCURRENCY) 

―Student factor‖ means the number derived by a school district to describe how many students of 

each grade span are expected to be generated by a dwelling unit. Student factors shall be based on 

district records of average actual student generated rates for new developments constructed over a 

period of not more than five years prior to the date of the fee calculation; if such information is not 

available in the district, data from adjacent districts, districts with similar demographics, or county 

wide averages must be used. Student factors must be separately determined for single-family and 

multifamily dwelling units, and for grade spans. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.845 Temporary use permit. (NOT NEEDED) 

―Temporary use permit‖ means permit to allow a use of limited duration and/or frequency, or to 

allow multiple related events over a specified timeframe. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.850 Tightline to a sewer. (NOT NEEDED NO LONGER USED IN CODE) 

A sewer trunk line designed and intended specifically to serve only a particular facility or place, and 

whose pipe diameter should be sized appropriately to ensure service only to that facility or place. It 

may occur outside the local service area for sewers, but does not amend the local service area. [Ord. 

28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.860 Transitional housing facilities. (NOT NEEDED—RELATED TO SCHOOL 

CONCURRENCY) 

―Transitional housing facilities‖ means housing units within the city of Burien owned by public 

housing authorities, nonprofit organizations or other public interest groups that provide housing to 

persons on a temporary basis for a duration not to exceed 24 months in conjunction with job 

training, self sufficiency training, and human services counseling; the purpose of which is to help 

persons make the transition from homelessness to placement in permanent housing. [Ord. 28 § 

1(40), 1993] 

18.15.880 Transportation System Management (―TSM‖). (NOT USED) 

―Transportation System Management (―TSM‖)‖ means low-cost projects that can be implemented 

in a short time frame designed to increase the efficiency of existing transportation facilities. This also 

includes transit and/or ride sharing measures to decrease single occupancy vehicle trips. [Ord. 28 § 

1(40), 1993] 

18.15.885 Ultimate roadway section. 

19.10.547 Ultimate roadway section--A designation by the city of Burien that the maximum 

roadway or intersection capacity has been reached and further right-of-way acquisition and/or 

improvements are not feasible to increase peak hour vehicle capacity. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.905 Vegetation. 
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19.10.557 Vegetation--Any and all plant life growing at, below or above the soil surface. [Ord. 

28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.930 Wetland, forested. (NOT USED) 

―Forested wetland‖ means a wetland which is characterized by woody vegetation at least 20 feet tall. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

18.15.950 Wetpond. (NOT USED) 

―Wetpond‖ means an artificial water body constructed as a part of a surface water management 

system. [Ord. 28 § 1(40), 1993] 

Chapter 18.20 

LAND USE DEFINITIONS 

18.20.005 Scope of chapter. (NOT NEEDED) 

This chapter contains definitions of land uses listed on the tables in Chapter 18.25 BMC, Permitted 

Uses. The definitions in this chapter supplement those in the Standards Industrial Classification 

Manual (―SIC‖). See Chapter 18.05 BMC, Authority, Purpose, Interpretation and Administration for 

rules on interpretation of the code, including use of these definitions and the SIC. Other important 

words and phrases used in the code are defined in Chapter 18.15, Definitions – Technical Terms. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(227), 1993] 

18.20.010 Definitions – Generally. (NOT NEEDED) 

The words or phrases in this chapter are provided as a supplement to definitions provided in the 

Standard Industrial Classification Manual. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.020 Accessory use, commercial/industrial. (NOT NEEDED—PART OF 

―ACCESSORY‖ DEFINITION IN BMC 19) 

―Commercial/industrial accessory use‖ means: 

(1) A use that is subordinate and incidental to a commercial or industrial use; including, but not 

limited to the following uses: 

(a) Administrative offices; 

(b) Employee exercise facilities; 

(c) Employee food service facilities; 

(d) Incidental storage of raw materials and finished products sold or manufactured on-site; 

(e) Business owner or caretaker residence;  

(f) Cogeneration facilities; and 
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(g) Ground maintenance facilities. 

(2) Some accessory uses within the scope of this section may be defined separately to enable the 

code to apply different conditions of approval. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.025 Accessory use, residential. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

―Residential accessory use‖ means: 

(1) A use, structure or activity which is subordinate and incidental to a residence including, but not 

limited to the following uses: 

(a) Accessory living quarters and dwellings; 

(b) Fallout/bomb shelters; 

(c) Keeping household pets; 

(d) On-site rental office;  

(e) Pools, private docks, piers; 

(f) Antennas for private telecommunication services; 

(g) Storage of yard maintenance equipment; or 

(h) Storage of private vehicles, e.g., motor vehicles, boats, trailers or planes. 

(2) Some accessory uses within the scope of this section may be defined separately to enable the 

code to apply different conditions of approval. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.030 Accessory use, resource. (NOT NEEDED—RESOURCE USES NOT ALLOWED) 

―Resource accessory use‖ means: 

(1) A use, structure, or part of a structure, which is customarily subordinate and incidental to a 

resource use including, but not limited to the following uses: 

(a) Housing of agricultural workers; or  

(b) Storage of agricultural products or equipment used on site. 

(2) Some accessory uses within the scope of this section may be defined separately to enable the 

code to apply different conditions of approval. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.050 Airport/heliport. (NOT USED) 

―Airport/heliport‖ means any runway, landing area or other facility which is designed or used by 

both public carriers or private aircraft for the landing and taking off of aircraft, including: 

(1) Taxiways;  
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(2) Aircraft storage and tie-down areas;  

(3) Hangars;  

(4) Servicing; and  

(5) Passenger and air freight terminals. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.120 Conference center. (NOT USED) 

―Conference center‖ means an establishment developed primarily as a meeting facility, including 

facilities for recreation, overnight lodging and related activities provided for conference participants. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.180 Earth station. (NOT USED) 

―Earth station‖ means a communication facility which transmits and/or receives signals to and from 

an orbiting satellite using satellite dish antennas. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.240 Helistop. (NOT USED) 

―Helistop‖ means an area on a roof or on the ground used for the takeoff and landing of helicopters 

for the purpose of loading or unloading passengers or cargo, but not including fueling service, 

hangers, maintenance or overhaul facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

18.20.365 Private storm water management facility. (NOT USED) 

―Private storm water management facility‖ means a surface water control structure installed by a 

project proponent to retain, detain or otherwise limit runoff from an individual or group of 

developed sites specifically served by such a structure. [Ord. 28 § 1(228), 1993] 

Chapter 18.25 

PERMITTED USES 

18.25.010 19.05.065 Establishment of uses. 

The use of a property is defined by the activity for which the building or lot is intended, designed, arranged, 

occupied or maintained. The use is considered permanently established when that use will or has been in 

continuous operation for a period exceeding 60 days. A use which will operate for less than 60 days is 

considered a temporary use, and subject to the requirements of Chapter 18.80 BMC 19.75 of this title. All 

applicable requirements of this code, or other applicable state or federal requirements, shall govern a use 

located in the incorporated city of Burien. [Ord. 28 § 1(327), 1993] 

Chapter 18.35 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS – DESIGN REQUIREMENTS 

18.35.010 Purpose. (NOT NEEDED—CHAPTER SPLIT INTO MANY SECTIONS) 

The purpose of this chapter is to improve the quality of urban development by providing building and site 

design standards that: 
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(1) Reduce the visual impact of large residential buildings from adjacent streets and properties;  

(2) Enhance the aesthetic character of large residential buildings; and  

(3) Contain sufficient flexibility of standards to encourage creative and innovative site and building design. 

[Ord. 252 § 3, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(358), 1993] 

18.35.020 General layout standards. (NOT NEEDED—USED PRIMARILY FOR LARGE 

SUBDIVISIONS—NOT AN ISSUE IN BURIEN) 

For residential developments in the UR and R zones:  

(1) The maximum length of blocks shall be 1,320 feet; and 

(2) Except for corner lots, lots for single detached dwellings shall not have street frontage along two sides 

unless one of said streets is a neighborhood collector street or an arterial street. [Ord. 28 § 1(359), 1993] 

18.35.060 Attached dwellings and group residences – Applicability. (NOT NEEDED—BMC 19 

ADDRESSES ACCESS, PARKING AND DESIGN STANDARDS) 

The standards of BMC 18.35.070 through 18.35.090 shall apply to all new apartment developments exceeding 

four dwelling units, new townhouse development and new group residences except Class I Community 

Residential Facilities (―CRF-I‖). Expansions of existing development that involve four or more dwelling units 

shall be subject to compliance with BMC 18.35.070 through 18.35.090. [Ord. 28 § 1(363), 1993] 

18.35.070 Attached dwellings and group residences – Vehicular access and parking location. (NOT 

NEEDED—PARKING AND ACCESS COVERED BY BMC 19.20 AND CITY ROAD STANDARDS) 

(1) On sites abutting an alley constructed to a width of at least 20 feet, apartment and townhouse 

development and all group residences except Class I Community Residential Facilities (―CRF-I‖) shall have 

parking areas placed to the rear of buildings with primary vehicular access via the alley, except when waived 

by the board of adjustment due to physical site limitations. 

(2) When alley access is provided, no additional driveway access from the public street shall be allowed except 

as necessary to access parking under the structure.  

(3) When common parking facilities for attached dwellings and group residences exceed 30 spaces, no more 

than 50 percent of the required parking shall be permitted between the street property line and any building, 

except when authorized by the board of adjustment due to physical site limitations. [Ord. 28 § 1(364), 1993] 

18.35.080 Attached dwellings and group residences – Building facade modulation. (ALREADY IN 

BMC 19) 

Apartment and townhouse developments and all group residences shall provide building facade modulation 

on facades exceeding 60 feet in length and facing abutting streets or properties zoned RS. The following 

standards shall apply: 

(1) The maximum wall length without modulation shall be 30 feet; 

(2) The minimum modulation depth shall be three feet; and 

(3) The minimum modulation width shall be eight feet. [Ord. 269 § 2, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(365), 1993] 
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18.35.090 Attached dwellings and group residences – Roofline variation. (ALREADY IN BMC 19) 

Apartments and townhouse developments and all group residences shall provide roofline variation on 

rooflines exceeding 60 feet according to the following standards: 

(1) The maximum roof length without variation shall be 30 feet; 

(2) The minimum horizontal or vertical offset shall be three feet; 

(3) The minimum variation length shall be eight feet; and 

(4) Roofline variation shall be achieved using one or more of the following methods: 

(a) Vertical off-set in ridge line; 

(b) Horizontal off-set in ridge line;  

(c) Variations of roof pitch;  

(d) Gables; 

(e) False facades; or 

(f) Any other technique approved by the director that achieves the intent of this section. [Ord. 28 § 1(366), 

1993] 

19.17.250 18.35.140 Mobile home parks – Standards for existing parks. 

1.  Mobile home parks established prior to February 28, 1993 the effective date of this code shall continue to 

be governed by all standards relating to density, setbacks, landscaping and off-street parking in effect at the 

time they were approved. 

2.  Placement of new accessory structures and replacement mobile homes, either standard or nonstandard, in 

these mobile home parks shall be governed by the dimensional standards in effect when the parks were 

approved, unless two or more replacement mobile homes are proposed to be installed adjacent to each other 

under the flexible setback option set forth in BMC 19.17.270 18.35.170. Where internal setbacks are not 

specified, the average of the prevailing setbacks on the pads to either side of the proposed new or 

replacement structure shall apply.  

3.  No spaces or pads in an existing mobile home park shall be used to accommodate recreational vehicles 

(RVs), except when the spaces or pads were specifically for RVs at the time the park was established. 

4.  An existing mobile home park may be enlarged, provided the proposed enlargement meets the standards 

set forth in BMC 19.17.270 and 19.17.280. 18.35.160 and 18.35.170. 

5. Only mobile homes meeting either the standards of the Washington State Department of Labor and 

Industries or the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may be placed in a mobile home 

park in the city of Burien. [Ord. 28 § 1(371), 1993] 

19.17.260 18.35.150 Mobile home parks – Standards for new parks. 

New mobile home parks shall be developed subject to the following standards: 
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1.  A mobile home park shall be at least three acres in area; 

2.  Residential densities in a mobile home park shall be the base density of the zone in which the park is 

located; 

3. Only mobile homes meeting either the standards of the Washington State Department of Labor and 

Industries or the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development may be placed in a mobile home 

park in the city of Burien; 

4. A mobile home park shall be exempt from the building coverage and impervious surface limits set forth in 

Chapter 19.15 18.30 BMC; 

5. At least one of the off-street parking spaces required for each mobile home shall be located on or adjacent 

to each mobile home pad; 

6. Internal roads and sidewalks shall provide access to each mobile home space and shall be constructed in 

accordance with the adopted city of Burien road standards for residential minor access streets; 

7.  There shall be a minimum of 10 feet of separation maintained between all mobile homes on the site, 

unless the flexible setback option set forth in BMC 19.17.270 18.35.160 is used. Accessory structures shall be 

located no closer than: 

A. Ten feet to mobile homes on adjacent spaces, unless constructed of noncombustible materials, in 

which case the minimum setback shall be five feet; 

B. Five feet to accessory structures of mobile homes on adjacent spaces; and 

C. Five feet to the mobile home or other accessory structures on the same space, except a carport or 

garage may be attached to the mobile home, and the separation may be waived when such structures 

are constructed of noncombustible materials; 

8. All mobile homes and RVs supported by piers shall be fully skirted; and 

9. A mobile home park may include a storage area for RVs owned by residents of the park, provided the 

storage area contains no utility hook-ups and no RV within the storage area shall be used as living quarters. 

[Ord. 269 § 3, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(372), 1993] 

19.17.270 18.35.160 Mobile home parks – Alternative design standards. 

As an alternative to the building separation and internal street standards of BMC 19.17.260 18.35.150: 

1. Building separation requirements or setbacks between mobile homes and accessory structures on adjacent 

spaces may be modified, provided: 

A. The common walls meet the fire protection standards set forth in the Uniform International 

Building Code and the standards set forth in the Uniform International Fire Code for duplexes, 

multifamily and condominium developments, as applicable; and 

B. Rental agreement clauses, by-laws or other legal mechanisms stipulate maintenance responsibilities 

for structures, fences and yards;  

2. Private streets may be used with a minimum driving surface of 22 feet in width, provided:  
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A. The streets comply in all other respects with the road standards; 

B. All required parking is located off-street and as specified in BMC Title 12 and BMC 19.20 

18.35.150(5); and  

C. Such streets shall not: 

i. Directly connect two or more points of vehicular access to the park; or 

ii. Serve over 100 dwelling units within the park. [Ord. 28 § 1(373), 1993] 

19.17.013 18.35.170 On-site recreation – Space required.  Residential Recreation Space 

1. Except when fees-in-lieu of commonly owned recreation space are provided pursuant to BMC 18.35.200 

through 18.35.230 this section, residential developments shall provide recreation space as follows: 

A. Residential subdivision developed at a density of eight units or less per acre – 390 square feet per 

unit; and 

B. Mobile home park – 260 square feet per unit. 

2. Any recreation space located outdoors shall: 

A. Be of a grade and surface suitable for recreation; 

B. Be on the site of the proposed development; 

C. Contain at least 5,000 square feet in area; provided, that when more than one recreation space is 

proposed, only one of the proposed recreation spaces is required to meet the area requirement; 

D. Have no dimensions less than 30 feet (except trail segments); 

E. In single detached or townhouse subdivision development, have a street roadway or parking area 

frontage along 10 to 50 percent of the recreation space perimeter (except trail segments); 

F. Be centrally located and accessible and convenient to all residents within the development; and 

G. Be connected by trail or walkway to any existing or planned community park, public open space 

or trail system, which may be located on adjoining property. 

3. Indoor recreation areas may be credited towards the total recreation space requirement when the city 

determines that such areas are located, designed and improved in a manner which provides recreational 

opportunities functionally equivalent to those recreational opportunities available outdoors. [Ord. 269 § 4, 

1999; Ord. 252 § 3, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(374), 1993] 

18.35.180 On-site recreation – Play areas required. 

4. All single detached subdivisions, apartment, townhouse, and mixed use development, excluding senior 

citizen apartments, shall provide tot/children play areas within the recreation space on-site, except when 

facilities are available within one-fourth mile that are developed as public parks or playgrounds and are 

accessible without the crossing of arterial streets. 
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5. If any play apparatus is provided in the play area, the apparatus shall meet Consumer Product Safety 

Standards for equipment, soft surfacing and spacing, and shall be located in an area that is: 

A. At least 400 square feet in size with no dimension less than 20 feet; and 

B. Adjacent to main pedestrian paths or near building entrances. [Ord. 28 § 1(375), 1993] 

18.35.190 On-site recreation – Maintenance of recreation space or dedication. 

6. Unless the recreation space is dedicated to the city of Burien pursuant to subsection 7, maintenance of any 

recreation space retained in private ownership shall be the responsibility of the owner or other separate entity 

capable of long-term maintenance and operation in a manner acceptable to the city of Burien. 

7. The city of Burien may accept dedication of required recreation space as defined in BMC 18.35.170(2) as a 

public park when the following criteria are met: 

A. The dedicated area is at least 20 acres in size, except when adjacent to an existing or planned park; 

and 

B. The dedicated land provides one or more of the following:  

i. Shoreline access, 

ii. Regional trail linkages, 

iii. Habitat linkages, 

iv. Recreation facilities, or 

v. Heritage sites. [Ord. 28 § 1(376), 1993] 

18.35.200 On-site recreation – Fee in lieu of recreation space. 

8. If on-site recreation space is not provided, the applicant shall pay a fee in lieu of actual recreation space. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(377), 1993] 

18.35.210 On-site recreation – Acceptance criteria for fee in lieu of recreation space. 

The city of Burien acceptance of this payment is discretionary and may be permitted if: 

A. The proposed on-site recreation space does not meet the criteria of BMC 18.35.170 

(2)19.17.013.2; or 

B. The recreation space provided within a park in the vicinity will be of greater benefit to the 

prospective residents of the development. [Ord. 28 § 1(378), 1993] 

18.35.220 On-site recreation – Determination of fee in lieu of space. 

9. Fees provided in lieu of on-site recreation space shall be determined annually by the city of Burien on the 

basis of the typical market value of the recreation space prior to development. 

10. Any recreational space provided by the applicant shall be credited towards the land area upon which the 

required fees are calculated. [Ord. 28 § 1(379), 1993] 
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18.35.230 On-site recreation – Collection and expenditure of fee in lieu of space. 

11. The fee in lieu of recreation space shall be: 

A. Paid to the city of Burien at the time of: 

i. Subdivision or short subdivision recording of single detached and townhouse 

developments, or 

ii. Prior to issuance of building permits for all other residential or mixed use development; 

B. Used by the city of Burien for the acquisition and improvement of parks or public recreational 

facilities to serve the development; and 

C. Expended through council capital budget and program appropriations. [Ord. 28 § 1(380), 1993] 

19.17.280 18.35.240 Storage space and collection points for recyclables. 

Developments shall provide storage space for the collection of recyclables as follows:  

1. The storage space shall be provided at the rate of: 

A. One and one-half square feet per dwelling unit in multiple-dwelling developments except where 

the development is participating in a city-sponsored or approved direct collection program in which 

individual recycling bins are used for curbside collection;  

B. Two square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in office, educational and 

institutional developments; 

C. Three square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in manufacturing and 

other nonresidential developments; and  

D. Five square feet per every 1,000 square feet of building gross floor area in retail developments; 

2. The storage space for residential developments shall be apportioned and located in collection points as 

follows: 

A. The required storage area shall be dispersed in collection points throughout the site when a 

residential development comprises more than one building; 

B. There shall be one collection point for every 30 dwelling units; 

C. Collection points may be located within residential buildings, in separate buildings/structures 

without dwelling units, or outdoors; 

D. Collection points located in separate buildings/structures or outdoors shall be no more than 200 

feet from a common entrance of a residential building; 

E. Collection points shall be located in a manner so that hauling trucks do not obstruct pedestrian or 

vehicle traffic on-site, or project into any public right-of-way; 



- 20 - 
R:\CC\AAA Ordinances - Preliminary\Ord545-Merger of BMC Titles 18 and 19 Zoning.doc 

3. The storage space for nonresidential development shall be apportioned and located in collection points as 

follows: 

A. Storage space may be allocated to a centralized collection point; 

B. Outdoor collection points shall not be located in any required setback areas; 

C. Collection points shall be located in a manner so that hauling trucks do not obstruct pedestrian or 

vehicle traffic on-site, or project into any public right-of-way; and 

D. Access to collection points may be limited, except during regular business hours and/or specified 

collection hours; 

4. The collection points shall be designed as follows: 

A. Dimensions of the collection points shall be of sufficient width and depth to enclose containers 

for recyclables; 

B. Architectural design of any structure enclosing an outdoor collection point or any building 

primarily used to contain a collection point shall be consistent with the design of the primary 

structure(s) on the site; 

C. Collection points shall be identified by signs not exceeding two square feet;  

D. A six-foot wall or fence shall enclose any outdoor collection point, excluding collection points 

located in industrial developments that are greater than 100 feet from residentially zoned property; 

E. Enclosures for outdoor collection points and buildings used primarily to contain a collection 

point shall have gate openings at least 12 feet wide for haulers. In addition, the gate opening for any 

building or other roofed structure used primarily as a collection point shall have a vertical clearance 

of at least 12 feet; and 

F. Weather protection of recyclables shall be ensured by using weather-proof containers or by 

providing a roof over the storage area; 

5. Only recyclable materials generated on-site shall be collected and stored at such collection points. Except 

for initial sorting of recyclables by users, all other processing of such materials shall be conducted off-site. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(381), 1993] 

19.17.290 18.35.250 Fences. 

Fences are permitted as follows: 

1. Fences exceeding a height of six feet shall comply with the applicable street and interior setbacks of the 

zone in which the property is located; 

2. The height of a fence located on a rockery, retaining wall, or berm shall be measured from the top of the 

fence to the ground on the low side of the rockery, retaining wall, or berm; 

3. When a protective fence is located on top of a rockery within the required setback area, any portion of the 

fence above a height of six feet shall be an open-work fence; 
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4. Electric fences shall: 

A. Be permitted in all zones, provided that when placed within RS or RM zones, additional fencing 

or other barriers shall be constructed to prevent inadvertent contact with the electric fence from 

abutting property; 

B. Comply with the following requirements: 

i. An electric fence using an interrupted flow of current at intervals of about one second on 

and two seconds off shall be limited to 2,000 volts at 17 milliamp; 

ii. An electric fence using continuous current shall be limited to 1,500 volts at seven 

milliamp; 

iii. All electric fences in RS or RM zones shall be posted with permanent signs a minimum 

of 36 square inches in area at 50-foot intervals stating that the fence is electrified; and 

iv. Electric fences sold as a complete and assembled unit can be installed by an owner if the 

controlling elements of the installation are certified by an ANSI-approved testing agency; 

and 

5. Except as specifically required for the necessary security related to a nonresidential use, no barbed or 

razor-wire fence shall be located in any RS or RM zone. [Ord. 269 § 5, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(382), 1993] 

19.17.300 18.35.260 Trail corridors – Applicability. 

1. Trail easements shall be provided by any development, except for single detached residential permits, when 

such developments are located within any community or regional trail corridor identified by an adopted King 

County Burien functional plan or Burien comprehensive plan identifying community and/or regional trail 

systems. [Ord. 28 § 1(383), 1993] 

18.35.270 Trail corridors – Design standards. 

2. Trail design shall be reviewed by the city of Burien for consistency with adopted standards for: 

A. Width of the trail corridor; 

B. Location of the trail corridor on the site; 

C. Surfacing improvements; and 

D. Use(s) permitted within the corridor. [Ord. 28 § 1(384), 1993] 

18.35.280 Trail corridors – Maintenance of trail corridors/improvements. 

3. Maintenance of any trail corridor or improvements, retained in private ownership, shall be the 

responsibility of the owner or other separate entity capable of long-term maintenance and operation in a 

manner acceptable to the parks division. [Ord. 28 § 1(385), 1993] 

Chapter 19.70 18.70 

DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS – ADEQUACY OF PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES 
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1918.70.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to ensure that public facilities and services necessary to support development 

are adequate or will be provided in a timely manner consistent with the public facilities and services planning 

goal of the Washington State Growth Management Act of 1990 by: 

1. Specifying the on-site and off-site facilities and services that must be in place or otherwise assured of 

timely provision prior to development; 

2. Allocating the cost of those facilities and services fairly; and 

3. Providing a general framework for relating development standards and other requirements of this code to: 

A. Adopted service level standards for public facilities and services; 

B. Procedural requirements for phasing development projects to ensure that services are provided as 

development occurs; and 

C. The review of development permit applications. [Ord. 28 § 1(510), 1993] 

1918.70.020 General requirements. 

1. All new development proposals including any use, activity, or structure allowed by Chapter 19.15 BMC 

that requires the city of Burien approval shall be adequately served by the following facilities and services 

prior to the time of occupancy, plat recording, or other land use approval, as further specified in this chapter: 

A. Sewage disposal; 

B. Water supply; 

C. Surface water management; 

D. Roads and access; 

E. Fire protection service; and 

F. Schools. 

2. Regardless of the number of sequential permits required, the provisions of this chapter shall be applied 

only once to any single development proposal. If changes and modifications result in impacts not considered 

when the proposal was first approved, the city shall consider the revised proposal as a new development 

proposal. [Ord. 269 § 20, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(511), 1993] 

1918.70.030 Adequate sewage disposal. 

All new development shall be served by an adequate public or private sewage disposal system, including both 

collection and treatment facilities as follows:  

1. A public sewage disposal system is adequate for a development proposal provided that: 

A. For the issuance of a building permit, preliminary plat approval or other land use approval the site 

of the proposed development is served by an existing disposal system consistent with the Sewerage 
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General Plan, and the disposal system has been approved by the department as being consistent with 

applicable state and local design and operating guidelines; 

B. For the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for a building or change of use permit, the approved 

public sewage disposal system as set forth in subsection (1)(a) of this section is installed to serve each 

building or lot; 

C. For recording a final plat, final short plat or binding site plan the approved public sewage disposal 

system set forth in subsection 1.A of this section shall be installed to serve each lot respectively; or a 

bond or similar security shall be deposited with the city of Burien for the future installation of an 

adequate sewage disposal system. The bond may be assigned to a purveyor to assure the construction 

of such facilities within two years of recording; and 

(d) For a zone reclassification or urban planned development permit, the timing of installation of required 

sewerage improvements shall be contained in the approving ordinance as specified in KCC 20.24.230; and  

2. A private individual sewage system is adequate, if an on-site sewage disposal system for each individual 

building or lot is installed to meet the requirements and standards of the department of public health as to lot 

size, soils, and system design prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy for a building or change of use 

permit. [Ord. 28 § 1(512), 1993] 

1918.70.040 Adequate water supply. 

All new development shall be served by an adequate public or private water supply system as follows:  

1. A public water system is adequate for a development proposal provided that: 

A. For the issuance of a building permit, preliminary plat approval or other land use approval, the 

applicant must demonstrate that the existing water supply system serving the site:  

i. Complies with the applicable planning, operating and design requirements of Chapter 246-

290 WAC; Chapters 14.42 and 14.44 KCC and KCC Title 17; Coordinated Water System 

Plans; KCC Title 12, KCC Title 13 and other applicable provisions of the rules and 

regulations of the King County board of health; and any limitation or condition imposed by 

the city-approved comprehensive plan of the water purveyor; and  

ii. The proposed improvements to an existing water system have been reviewed by the 

department and determined to comply with the design standards and conditions specified in 

paragraph A of this subsection; or 

iii. A proposed new water supply system has been reviewed by the department and 

determined to comply with the design standards and conditions specified in paragraph A of 

this subsection; 

B. Prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy for a building or change of use permit, the 

approved public water system and any system improvements set forth in subsection 1.A of this 

section shall be installed to serve each building or lot respectively; and 

C. For recording a final plat, final short plat or binding site plan, either the approved public water 

supply system or system improvements set forth in subsection 1.A of this section shall be installed to 

serve each lot or a bond or similar security shall be deposited with the city of Burien and may be 
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assigned to a purveyor to assure the construction of required water facilities in Group A systems as 

defined by board of health regulations, within two years of recording; and 

(d) For a zone reclassification or urban planned development permit, the timing of installation of required 

water system improvements shall be included in the approving ordinance as specified in KCC 20.24.230. 

2. An on-site, individual water system is adequate and the plat or short plat may receive preliminary and final 

approval, and a building or change of use permit may be issued if:  

(a) In an urban area: 

A. The buildings or lots to be served are located outside of a city approved water purveyor service 

area; or  

B. The water purveyor has indicated that service cannot be provided in compliance with the 

purveyor’s approved comprehensive plan; and  

C. The Seattle-King County department of public health has approved the proposed method of 

water supply in accordance with the applicable King County board of health rules and regulations 

and this section. The applicant shall provide appropriate information to demonstrate to the 

department and the Seattle-King County department of public health that a private individual water 

system will be adequate. The Seattle-King County department of public health may require 

installation of private individual water systems prior to final approval of a plat or short plat where 

information is insufficient to show an adequate water supply can be made available. 

(b) In a rural area if the Seattle-King County department of public health has approved the proposed method 

of water supply in accordance with the applicable King County board of health rules and regulations and this 

section. The applicant shall provide appropriate information to demonstrate to the department and the 

Seattle-King County department of public health that a private individual water system will be adequate. The 

Seattle-King County department of public health may require installation of private individual water systems 

prior to final approval of a plat or short plat where information is insufficient to show an adequate water 

supply can be made available. [Ord. 28 § 1(513), 1993] 

1918.70.050 Surface water management. 

All new development shall be served by an adequate surface water management system as follows: 

1. The proposed system is adequate if the development proposal site is served by a surface water 

management system approved by the Public Works department as being consistent with the design, operating 

and procedural requirements of the Surface Water Design Manual and KCC Title 9 BMC Title 13; 

(2) For a subdivision, zone reclassification or urban planned development, the phased installation of required 

surface water management improvements shall be stated in the approving ordinance as specified in KCC 

20.24.230. Such phasing may require that a bond or similar security be deposited with the city of Burien; and 

2. (3) A variance request from the requirements of the Surface Water Design Manual and KCC Title 9 BMC 

Title 13 shall be reviewed as set forth in KCC 9.04.050 BMC Title 13 and does not require a variance from 

this title or BMC Title 19 unless relief is requested from a building height, setback, landscaping or other 

development standard set forth in Chapters 18.30 through 18.75 BMC or Chapter 19.15 BMC. [Ord. 269 § 

21, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(514), 1993] 
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1918.70.060 Adequate roads. 

1. All new development shall be served by adequate roads. Roads are adequate if the development’s traffic 

impacts on surrounding public roads are acceptable under the level-of-service standards as stated in BMC 

18.70.060 this section and the compliance procedures established in BMC 18.70.070 and 18.70.080 19.70.070 

and 19.70.080. 

2. The renewal of permits or the issuance of a new permit for existing uses constitutes a new development 

proposal only if it will generate additional traffic above that currently generated by the use. 

3. A variance request from the road cross-section or construction standards established by KCC Title 14, 

Roads and Bridges,BMC Title 12 shall be reviewed as set forth in KCC 14.42.060 BMC Title 12 and does not 

require a variance from this title or BMC Title 19 unless relief is requested from a building height, setback, 

landscaping or other development standard set forth in Chapters 18.30 through 18.75 BMC or Chapter 19.15 

BMC. [Ord. 269 § 22, 1999; Ord. 28 § 1(515), 1993] 

1918.70.070 Adequate roads – Road capacity level of service (―LOS‖) standard. 

The following calculated level-of-service standards shall be considered adequate and shall apply to all public 

roads:  

1. LOS standard E for First Avenue South;  

2. LOS standard D within the urban center boundary, as shown in Figure 2LU-1.11 of the Comprehensive 

Plan; 

3. LOS standard D for the intersection of SW 128th Street and Ambaum Boulevard SW; 

4. As mandated by state law, the city of Burien adopts LOS ―D‖ for SR-509 and SR-518 (highways of 

statewide significance) and an LOS of ―E/mitigated‖ for the segment of SR-509 from First Avenue South to 

the Burien city limits (highway of regional significance), or whichever LOS is currently adopted by the 

Washington State Department of Transportation; 

5. LOS standards C for all other roadway facilities and services. [Ord. 431 § 1, 2005; Ord. 28 § 1(516), 1993] 

1918.70.080 Adequate roads – Applicability of capacity standard. 

The road adequacy standards as stated in BMC 18.70.070 19.70.070 shall apply to all public county, city or 

state roads, other than freeways; provided, that no improvements to state roads shall be required unless the 

state requests such improvements and there is an agreement between the state, city and applicant. [Ord. 431 

§ 1, 2005; Ord. 28 § 1(517), 1993] 

1918.70.090 Adequate roads – General conditions. 

1. A development proposal which will have a direct traffic impact on a roadway or intersection which results 

in a calculated level of service worse than set forth in BMC 18.70.070 19.70.070 shall not be approved unless: 

A. All transportation facilities are adequate at the time of development and transportation impacts 

will not negatively impact or reduce LOS elsewhere in the city; or 

B. Funding is in place to complete the necessary improvements or strategies to accommodate 

transportation impacts within six years. Improvements are considered funded only when: 
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i. Incorporated into the adopted city budget, or 

ii. Upon grant agreement, or 

iii. The applicant agrees to fund needed improvements, or 

iv. Upon a legally enforceable mechanism, such as a local improvement district, or 

v. Some combination of the above; or 

C. The applicant phases the project or uses transportation demand management (―TDM‖) 

techniques to reduce the number of peak hour trips generated by the project to attain the LOS 

required in BMC 18.70.070 19.70.070 or better; or 

D. The city of Burien has established a date for final approval of subdivisions and urban plan 

developments to become effective corresponding with the anticipated date of award of a 

construction contract for county, city, or state improvements needed to provide LOS D or better, or 

when the calculated nonproject LOS is E or F, to provide LOS E or better; provided such effective 

approval date may be established only when the anticipated date of award of construction contract is 

within 12 months of final approval; or 

E. The roadway or intersection has already been improved to its ultimate roadway section and the 

applicant agrees to use TDM incentives and/or phase the development proposal as determined by 

the city of Burien. 

2. Developments proposed which will have a direct impact on city traffic facilities or designated areas 

pursuant to BMC 18.70.080 19.70.080 may attain the LOS specified in the adopted interlocal agreements 

rather than meeting BMC 18.70.070 19.70.070 . [Ord. 431 § 1, 2005; Ord. 28 § 1(518), 1993] 

18.70.120 19.70.100 Adequate vehicular access. 

All new development shall be served by adequate vehicular access as follows:  

1. The property upon which the development proposed is to be located has direct access to: 

A. A public or private street that meets city road standards or is formally declared acceptable by the 

city road engineer; or 

B. The property has access to such a street over a private driveway approved by the city;  

2. The proposed circulation system of a proposed subdivision, short subdivision or binding site plan shall 

intersect with existing and anticipated streets abutting the site at safe and convenient locations, as determined 

by the department and the city road engineer; and 

3. Every lot upon which one or more buildings is proposed to be erected or traffic generating use is 

proposed to be established, shall establish safe access as follows: 

A. Safe passage from the street right-of-way to building entrances for transit patrons and other 

pedestrians, in accordance with the design standards set forth in Chapter 18.45 BMC 19.20; 
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B. Direct access from the street right-of-way, fire lane or a parking space to any part of the property 

as needed to provide public services in accordance with adopted standards (e.g., fire protection, 

emergency medical service, mail delivery or trash collection); and  

C. Direct access from the street right-of-way, driveway, alley or other means of ingress/egress 

approved by the city of Burien, to all required off-street parking spaces on the premises. [Ord. 28 § 

1(521), 1993] 

18.70.130 19.70.110 Adequate fire protection. 

All new development shall be served by adequate fire protection as set forth below: 

1. The site of the development proposed is served by a water supply system that provides at least minimum 

fire flow and a road system or fire lane system that provides life safety/rescue access, and other fire 

protection requirements for buildings as required by the fire code and UBC International Codes, building and 

construction standards; 

(2) For a zone reclassification or urban planned development, the timing of installation of required fire 

protection improvements shall be stated in the approving ordinance as specified in the fire code, secured with 

a bond or similar security, and deposited with the city of Burien; and  

2. A variance request from the requirements established by the fire code, shall be reviewed as set forth in 

Article 2 of the currently adopted edition of the Uniform Fire Code the fire code and does not require a 

variance from this title unless relief is requested from a building height, setback, landscaping or other 

development standard set forth in Chapters 18.30 BMC through 18.75 BMC. [Ord. 28 § 1(522), 1993] 

18.70.140 School concurrency – Applicability and relationship with fees. 

(1) The concurrency standard set out in BMC 18.70.160 shall apply to applications for preliminary plat or 

UPD approval which would result in the creation of new residential building lots or mobile home parks or 

the construction of new dwelling units, requests for multifamily zoning, and building permits for multifamily 

housing projects which have not been previously evaluated for compliance with the concurrency standard. 

(2) The city’s finding of concurrency shall be made at the time of preliminary plat or urban planned 

development approval, at the time that a request to actualize potential multifamily zoning is approved, or 

prior to building permit issuance for multifamily housing projects which have not been previously established 

for compliance with the concurrency standard. Once such a finding has been made, the development shall be 

considered as vested for purposes of the concurrency determination. 

(3) Excluded from the application of the concurrency standard are building permits for individual single 

family dwellings, any form of housing exclusively for the elderly, including nursing homes and retirement 

centers. Also excluded from the application of the concurrency standard are shelters for temporary 

placement, relocation facilities and transitional housing facilities. Replacement reconstruction or remodeling 

of existing dwelling units is not subject to the provisions of this chapter. 

(4) Also excluded from the application of the concurrency standard set out in this chapter are: 

(a) Short subdivisions; 

(b) Building permits for residential units in preliminary planned unit developments which were under 

consideration by the city of Burien or King County on January 22, 1991; 
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© Building permits for residential units in recorded planned unit developments approved pursuant to the 

zoning code that have not yet expired; 

(d) Building permits applied for by December 31, 1993, related to rezone applications to actualize potential 

zoning which were under consideration by the city of Burien or King County on January 22, 1991; 

(e) Building permits applied for by December 31, 1993, related to residential development proposals for site 

plan review to fulfill P-Suffix requirements of multifamily zoning which were under consideration by the city 

of Burien or King County on January 22, 1991; and 

(f) Any residential building permit for any development proposal for which a concurrency determination has 

already been made pursuant to the terms of this chapter or the zoning code. 

(5) All of the development activities which are excluded from the application of the concurrency standard are 

subject to school impact fees imposed pursuant to KCC Title 27. 

(6) The assessment and payment of impact fees are governed by and shall be subject to the provisions in 

KCC Title 27 addressing school impact fees. 

(7) A certification of concurrency for a school district shall not preclude the city from collecting impact fees 

for the district. Impact fees may be assessed and collected as long as the fees are used to fund capital and 

system improvements needed to serve the new development, and as long as the use of such fees is consistent 

with the requirements of Chapter 82.02 RCW and this chapter. Pursuant to Chapter 82.02 RCW, impact fees 

may also be used to recoup capital and system improvement costs previously incurred by a school district to 

the extent that new growth and development will be served by the previously constructed improvements or 

incurred costs. [Ord. 28 § 1(523), 1993] 

18.70.150 Findings, recommendations, and decisions regarding school capacities. 

(1) The director and/or the planning commission, in the course of reviewing proposals for residential 

development including applications for plats or UPDs, or multifamily zoning, and multifamily building 

permits, shall consider the school district’s capital facilities plan. 

(2) Documentation which the district is required to submit pursuant to KCC Title 20 shall be incorporated 

into the record in every case without requiring the district to offer such plans and data into the record. The 

school district is also authorized to present testimony and documents demonstrating a lack of concurrency in 

the district and the inability of the district to accommodate the students to be generated by a specific 

development. 

(3) Based upon a finding that the impacts generated by the plat, the UPD or the multifamily development 

were generally not anticipated at the time of the last council review and approval of a school district capital 

plan and were not included in the district’s long-range forecast, the director may require or recommend 

phasing or provision of the needed facilities and/or sites as appropriate to address the deficiency or deny or 

condition approval, consistent with the provisions of this chapter, the State Subdivision Act, and the State 

Environmental Policy Act. 

(4) Determinations of the planning commission or director regarding concurrency can be appealed only 

pursuant to the provisions for appeal of the development permit process for which the determination has 

been made. Where no other administrative appeal process is available, an appeal may be taken to the board of 
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adjustment using the appeal procedures for variances. Any errors in the formula identified as a result of an 

appeal should be referred to the council for possible modifications. 

(5) Where the council has not adopted an impact fee ordinance for a particular school district, the language of 

this section shall not affect the authority or duties of the examiner or the director pursuant to the State 

Environmental Policy Act or the State Subdivision Act. [Ord. 28 § 1(524), 1993] 

18.70.160 School concurrency standard. 

(1) Schools shall be considered to have been provided concurrently with the development which will impact 

the schools if: 

(a) The permanent and interim improvements necessary to serve the development are planned to be in place 

at the time the impacts of development are expected to occur; or 

(b) The necessary financial commitments are in place to assure the completion of the needed improvements 

to meet the district’s standard of service within three years of the time that the impacts of development are 

expected to occur. Necessary improvements are those facilities identified by the district in its capital facilities 

plan as reviewed and adopted by the city of Burien. 

(2) Any combination of the following shall constitute the ―necessary financial commitments‖ for the 

purposes of subsection (1). 

(a) The district has received voter approval of and/or has bonding authority; 

(b) The district has received approval for federal, state, or other funds; 

© The district has received a secured commitment from a developer that the developer will construct the 

needed permanent school facility, and the school district has found such facility to be acceptable and 

consistent with its capital facilities plan; and/or 

(d) The district has other assured funding, including but not limited to school impact fees which have been 

paid. 

(3) Compliance with this concurrency requirement of this section shall be sufficient to satisfy the provisions 

of RCW 58.17.060 and 58.17.110. [Ord. 28 § 1(525), 1993] 

18.70.170 Interim period. 

(1) During the interim period prior to the school capacity technical review committee completing its review 

of a district’s plans and the city incorporating the plan into the city comprehensive plan, districts shall submit 

the following materials to the hearing examiner and director: 

(a) A copy of the Inventory of Permanent School Facilities prepared by the Superintendent of Public 

Instruction which identifies the number of classrooms at each of the schools by grade span and by type of 

student; 

(b) Documentation of the number of other classrooms available in the district which the district believes will 

best serve its student population; and 
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© Based on the information in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection, a resolution of the school board 

adopting an interim estimate of the district’s overall capacity over the next six years, which shall be a function 

of the district’s standard of service, by the number of students which can be housed in district facilities. 

(2) Until such time as the committee is able to conduct the review required by KCC 21.61.065, the planning 

commission and the director shall be guided by the interim capacity submitted by the district and adopted by 

the school board in making finds of concurrency. 

(3) In the event that the planning commission or the director finds that the district’s interim capacity is 

unreasonable based on the standards identified in KCC 21.61.065 or Title 20, the planning commission or 

the director shall request the council to review the interim capacity consistent with the requirements of KCC 

21.61.070 or Title 20. 

(4) Determinations of the planning commission or director may be appealed to the council pursuant to the 

provisions for appeal of the underlying permit process. [Ord. 28 § 1(526), 1993] 

18.70.180 Credit for improvements. 

Whenever a development is granted approval subject to a condition that the development proponent actually 

provide a school facility acceptable to the district, the development proponent shall be entitled to a credit for 

the actual cost of providing the facility, against the fee that would be chargeable under the formula provided 

by KCC Title 27. The cost of construction shall be estimated at the time of approval, but must be 

documented and the documentation confirmed after the construction is completed to assure that an accurate 

credit amount is provided. If construction costs are less than the calculated fee amount, the difference 

remaining shall be chargeable as a school impact fee. [Ord. 28 § 1(527), 1993] 

Chapter 18.80 

GENERAL PROVISIONS – NONCONFORMANCE, TEMPORARY USES AND RE-USE OF 

FACILITIES BMC 19.75 Temporary Use Permits 

18.80.100 19.75.010 Temporary use permits – Uses requiring temporary use permits. 

Except as provided by BMC 18.80.070 19.75.020, a temporary use permit shall be required for: 

1. Uses not otherwise permitted in the zone that can be made compatible for periods of limited duration 

and/or frequency; or 

2. Limited expansion of any use that is otherwise allowed in the zone but which exceeds the intended scope 

of the original land use approval. [Ord. 28 § 1(546), 1993] 

18.80.110 Temporary use permits – 19.75.020 Exemptions to permit requirement. 

1. The following uses shall be exempt from requirements for a temporary use permit when located in the CN, 

CI, CC, CR, DC-1, DC-2, SPA-1, SPA-3, O, AI or I zones for the time period specified below: 

A. Uses not to exceed a total of 30 days each calendar year: 

i. Christmas tree lots; and 

ii. Produce stands. 

B. Uses not to exceed a total of 14 days each calendar year: 
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i. Amusement rides, carnivals, or circuses; 

ii. Community festivals; and 

iii. Parking lot sales. 

2. Any use not exceeding a cumulative total of two days each calendar year shall be exempt from 

requirements for a temporary use permit. 

3. Any community event held in a public park and not exceeding a period of seven days shall be exempt from 

requirements for a temporary use permit. 

4. The city may revoke or suspend a permit if circumstances under which the permit was issued are no longer 

present or the conditions of the permit are violated. Any appeal of such a revocation or suspension, or denial 

of the initial application, shall be to the city manager or a designee. [Ord. 269 § 23, 1999; Ord. 50 §§ 2, 3, 

1993; Ord. 28 § 1(547), 1993] 

18.80.120 Temporary use permits – 19.75.030 Duration and frequency. 

Temporary use permits shall be limited in duration and frequency as follows: 

1. The temporary use permit shall be effective for 180 days from issuance; 

2. The temporary use shall not exceed a total of 60 days, provided that this requirement applies only to the 

days that multiple or nonsuccessive event(s) actually take place; 

3. The temporary use permit shall specify a date upon which the use shall be terminated and removed; and 

4. A temporary use permit shall not be granted for the same temporary use on a property more than once per 

calendar year provided that a temporary use permit may be granted for multiple events over a maximum 180-

day period. [Ord. 28 § 1(548), 1993] 

18.80.130 Temporary use permits – 19.75.040 Parking and traffic control. 

1. Parking and access for proposed temporary uses shall be approved by the city. [Ord. 28 § 1(549), 1993] 

18.80.140 Temporary use permits –Traffic control. 

2. The applicant for a proposed temporary use shall provide any parking/traffic control attendants as 

specified by the King County department of public safety City. [Ord. 28 § 1(550), 1993] 

18.80.150 19.75.050 Temporary construction buildings. 

Temporary structures for storage of tools and equipment, or for supervisory offices may be permitted for 

construction projects, provided that such structures are: 

1. Allowed only during periods of active construction; and 

2. Removed within 30 days of project completion or cessation of work. [Ord. 28 § 1(551), 1993] 

18.80.160 19.75.060 Temporary construction residence. 
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1. A mobile home may be permitted on a lot as a temporary dwelling for the property owner, provided a 

building permit for a permanent dwelling on the site has been obtained. 

2. The temporary mobile home permit shall be effective for a period of 12 months. The permit may be 

extended for one additional period of 12 months if the permanent dwelling is constructed with a finished 

exterior by the end of the initial approval period. 

3. The mobile home shall be removed within 90 days of: 

A. The expiration of the temporary mobile home permit; or 

B. The issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the permanent residence, whichever occurs first. 

[Ord. 28 § 1(552), 1993] 

18.80.170 19.75.070 Temporary mobile home for medical hardship. 

1. A mobile home may be permitted as a temporary dwelling on the same lot as a permanent dwelling, 

provided: 

A. The applicant demonstrates the temporary dwelling is necessary to provide daily care to an 

individual certified by a physician as needing such care; 

B. The primary provider of daily care shall reside on-site; and 

C. The mobile home together with the permanent residence shall meet the setback, height, building 

footprint, and lot coverage provisions of the applicable zone. 

2. Temporary mobile home permits for medical hardships shall be effective for 12 months. Extensions of the 

temporary mobile home permit may be approved in 12-month increments subject to demonstration of 

continuing medical hardship. 

3. The mobile home shall be removed within 90 days of: 

A. The expiration of the temporary mobile home permit; or 

B. The cessation of provision of daily care. [Ord. 28 § 1(553), 1993] 

18.80.180 19.75.080 Temporary real estate offices. 

One temporary real estate office may be located on any new residential development, provided that activities 

are limited to the initial sale or rental of property or units within the development. The office use shall be 

discontinued within one year of recording of a subdivision or short subdivision or issuance of a final 

certificate of occupancy apartment development. [Ord. 28 § 1(554), 1993] 

18.80.190 Re-use of facilities – General standards. 

The interim or permanent re-use of surplus nonresidential facilities in residential zoned areas shall require 

that no more than 50 percent of the original floor area may be demolished for either permanent or interim 

re-use of facilities. [Ord. 28 § 1(555), 1993] 

18.80.200 Re-use of facilities – Re-establishment of closed public school facilities. 
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The re-establishment or reconversion of an interim nonschool use of school facilities back to school uses 

shall require a site plan and the issuance of a change of use permit pursuant to Chapter 16.04 KCC. [Ord. 28 

§ 1(556), 1993] 

18.80.210 Re-use of facilities – Standards for conversion of historic buildings. 

In order to insure that significant features of the property are protected pursuant to Chapter 20.62 KCC, the 

following standards shall apply to conversion of historic buildings: 

(1) Gross floor area of building additions or new buildings required for the conversion shall not exceed 20 

percent of the gross floor area of the historic building, unless allowed by the zone; 

(2) Conversions to apartments shall not exceed one dwelling unit for each 3,600 square feet of lot area, unless 

allowed by the zone; and 

(3) Any construction required for the conversion shall require certification of appropriateness from the King 

County Landmark Commission. [Ord. 28 § 1(557), 1993] 

18.105.030 19.75.090 Temporary use permit. 

A temporary use permit shall be granted by the city, only if the applicant demonstrates that: 

1. The proposed temporary use will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare; 

2. The proposed temporary use is compatible with existing land use in the immediate vicinity in terms of 

noise and hours of operation;  

(3) The proposed temporary use, if located in a resource zone, will not be materially detrimental to the use of 

the land for resource purposes and will provide adequate off-site parking if necessary to protect against 

compacting soils; 

3. Adequate public off-street parking and traffic control for the exclusive use of the proposed temporary use 

can be provided in a safe manner; and  

4. The proposed temporary use is not otherwise permitted pursuant to BMC 18.80.100 19.75.010 in the zone 

in which it is proposed. [Ord. 28 § 1(608), 1993] 

Chapter 18.110 19.80 ENFORCEMENT  

18.110.010 19.80.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to promote compliance with this title by establishing enforcement authority, 

defining violations, and setting standards for initiating the procedures set forth in KCC Title 23, 

Enforcement BMC 8.45, when violations of this title occur. [Ord. 28 § 1(614), 1993] 

18.110.020 19.80.020 Authority and application. 

The director is authorized to enforce the provisions of this code, any implementing administrative rules 

adopted under Chapter 2.98 KCC, Administration, and approval conditions attached to any land use 

approval, through revocation or modification of permits, or through the enforcement, penalty and abatement 

provisions of KCC Title 23, Enforcement BMC 8.45. [Ord. 28 § 1(615), 1993] 
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18.110.030 19.80.030 Violations defined. 

No building permit or land use approval in conflict with the provisions of this title shall be issued. Structures 

or uses which do not conform to this title, except legal nonconformances specified in BMC Chapter 18.80 

19.55 and approved variances, are violations subject to the enforcement, penalty and abatement provisions of 

KCC Title 23 BMC 8.45, including but not limited to: 

1. Establishing a use not permitted in the zone in which it is located;  

2. Constructing, expanding or placing a structure in violation of setback, height and other dimensional 

standards in this title;  

3. Establishing a permitted use without complying with applicable development standards set forth in other 

titles, ordinances, rules or other laws, including but not limited to, road construction, surface water 

management, the Fire Code, and rules of the department of public health;  

4. Failing to carry out or observe conditions of land use or permit approval, including contract development 

standards;  

5. Failing to secure required land use or permit approval prior to establishing a permitted use; and 

6. Failing to maintain site improvements, such as landscaping, parking or drainage control facilities as 

required by this code or other city of Burien ordinances. [Ord. 28 § 1(616), 1993] 

18.110.040 19.80.040 Permit suspension, revocation or modification. 

1. Permit suspension, revocation or modification shall be carried out through the procedures set forth by the 

city council of the city of Burien. Any permit, variance, or other land use approval issued by the city of 

Burien pursuant to this title may be suspended, revoked or modified on one or more of the following 

grounds: 

A. The approval was obtained by fraud; 

B. The approval was based on inadequate or inaccurate information; 

C. The approval, when given, conflicted with existing laws or regulations applicable thereto; 

D. An error of procedure occurred which prevented consideration of the interests of persons 

directly affected by the approval; 

E. The approval or permit granted is being exercised contrary to the terms or conditions of such 

approval or in violation of any statute, law or regulation;  

F. The use for which the approval was granted is being exercised in a manner detrimental to the 

public health or safety; 

G. The holder of the permit or approval interferes with the director or any authorized representative 

in the performance of his or her duties; or 

H. The holder of the permit or approval fails to comply with any notice and order issued by the city 

of Burien. 
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2. Authority to revoke or modify a permit or land use approval shall be exercised by the issuer, as follows: 

A. The council may, after a recommendation from the hearing examiner, revoke or modify any 

residential density incentive approval, transfer of development credit, urban planned development, 

Type 3 land use approval or preliminary subdivision, zone reclassification or special use permit; 

B. The hearing examiner may revoke or modify any variance or conditional use permit Type 2 land 

use approval, provided that if it was reviewed through a public hearing, a new public hearing shall be 

held on its revocation or modification; and 

C. The director may revoke or modify any permit or other land use approval issued by the director. 

[Ord. 61, 1993; Ord. 28 § 1(617), 1993] 

18.110.050 19.80.050 Initiation of revocation or modification proceedings. 

1. The city council of the city of Burien may suspend any permit, variance or land use approval issued by any 

city of Burien issuing agency and processed by the department of community development pending its 

revocation or modification, or pending a public hearing on its revocation or modification; 

2. The issuing agency may initiate proceedings to revoke or modify any permit or land use approval it has 

issued; and  

3. Persons who are aggrieved may petition the issuing agency to initiate revocation or modification 

proceedings, and may petition the director to suspend a permit, variance or land use approval pending a 

public hearing on its revocation or modification. [Ord. 28 § 1(618), 1993] 

 

Chapter 18.120 BMC 19.85 HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

18.120.010 19.85.010 Purpose. 

The purposes of this chapter are to: 

1. Designate and protect those sites, buildings, districts, structures and objects which reflect significant 

elements of the city of Burien’s, the county’s, the state’s, and the nation’s cultural, aesthetic, social, economic, 

political, architectural, ethnic, archaeological, engineering, historic, and other heritage; 

2. Foster civic pride in the beauty and accomplishments of the past; 

3. Stabilize and improve the economic values and vitality of landmarks; 

4. Protect and enhance the city of Burien’s tourist industry by promoting heritage-related tourism; 

5. Promote the continued use, exhibition and interpretation of significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, 

and objects for the education, inspiration, and welfare of the people of the city of Burien; 

6. Promote and continue incentive for ownership and utilization of landmarks; 

7. Assist, encourage and provide incentive to public and private owners for preservation, restoration, 

rehabilitation, and use of landmark buildings, sites, districts, structures, and objects; 
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8. Work cooperatively with other jurisdictions to identify, evaluate, and protect historic resources in 

furtherance of the purposes of this chapter. [Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

18.120.020 19.85.020 City of Burien landmarks.  

The following is a list of currently identified significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and objects 

within the city of Burien. 

1. Highline High School, 251 SW 152nd Street Southwest; 

2. Sunnydale School, 15631 8th Avenue South; 

3. Subdivision 44, 7th Avenue South, 128th Street to S. 132nd Street South; 

(4) Cedarhurst Elementary, 611 S. 132nd Street South; 

4. Brick Commercial Structure, 658 S. 152nd Street Avenue South; 

5. Derion House, 505 S. 150th Street South; 

6. Dodd Homestead, 606 S. 140th Street South; 

7. Pacific Telephone Building, 14605 8th Avenue South; 

8. Pollock House, 624 S. 152nd Street South; 

9. YMCA House, 17874 Des Moines Way South; and 

10. Crosby House, 14628 8th Avenue South. [Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

18.120.030 19.85.020 Limit on noise impacts to significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and 

objects. 

Significant sites, districts, buildings, structures, and objects shall not be subject to adverse land uses which 

generate exterior noise exposure levels exceeding 55 dbA Ldn. [Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

18.120.040 19.85.030 Requirement for noise mitigation plan. 

Proponents of projects which will increase exterior noise levels to which significant sites, districts, buildings, 

structures, and objects are exposed above an Ldn of 55 dbA must submit a noise mitigation plan to the city 

of Burien department of community development for review and approval before required permits are issued 

to allow the project to proceed. The city manager, with the assistance of the director of the department of 

community development, is authorized and directed to develop criteria for such review and approval. Such 

criteria shall be available in writing to applicants and shall, at minimum, require that the best available 

technology be employed to achieve no more than the maximum allowable noise standard set forth in this 

section. [Ord. 130 § 1, 1995] 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 

FROM: Mike Martin, City Manager 

DATE: August 2, 2010 

SUBJECT: City Manager’s Report 

 

 

I. INTERNAL CITY INFORMATION 

 

A. Employee Wellness Program Update (Pg. 135) 

Attached is the 2010 Wellness Program Activity Report, January – June, for the City.  

The 2010 program has been designed to provide a variety of activities and interventions 

that target the primary health risks and interests of our employees, specifically stress, 

depression, and nutrition.  To this end, a combination of awareness activities, health 

education, motivational activities, behavior change programs, and cultural support 

activities have been offered. 

 

Here is a brief overview of our 2010 program to date: 

 2 Health screenings offered (On-site health screening and ergonomic reviews), 

 3 General trainings conducted (Stress Management, Financial Management; 

and Balancing Your Personal Life with the Needs of Your Older Parents), 

 7 Events/programs which included stress reduction components, 

 6 Events/programs focused on increasing physical activity, 

 3 Events/programs focused on improved nutritional habits, and 

 2 Community outreach programs (Relay for Life & Blood Drives). 

 

All but four of the above-listed events (the Stress Management, Financial Management, 

and Balancing Your Personal Life with the Needs of Your Older Parents Seminars and 

Blood Drive) were conducted during employee non-work hours.     
 

B. Business Update 

Lavina Mays, a new garden center has been approved for occupancy. The new business 

is located next to Curves at 17824 1
st
 Ave. 

 

C. Overlay Project Out to Bid 

On July 20
th

 and July 27
th

 the Public Works Department advertised for the upcoming 

asphalt overlay project in both the DJC and the Seattle Times. Bids will be opened at 

2:15 on August 3
rd

 and it is expected that construction will begin on this project during 

late-August or the first week in September. For further information, please contact Doug 

Lamothe at 206-439-3156. 

400 SW 152
nd

 St., Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-4647 • FAX (206) 248-5539 

www.burienwa.gov 
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D. Interns for Public Works 

Public Works has hired two interns who will be with the department through the end of 

the year. Monica Fowler is out on the streets putting together a Pavement Condition 

Index (PCI). She comes to us from the City of Kent and is walking roughly 15 miles per 

week checking the pavement condition of all of Burien’s streets. Brendan Ecker is 

checking our signs for reflectivity standards and taking inventory. Brendan most recently 

worked with PSE in their GIS Department. If our signs don’t meet reflectivity standards, 

they will either be cleaned and rechecked, or replaced. 

 

E. City Employees Receive First Aid Training 

The Safety Committee recently sponsored two American Red Cross First Aid trainings 

for employees.  24 staff members participated in the offering.  The class focused on 

teaching employees to recognize and treat emergencies, basic illnesses, and injuries.   

The first aid certification is good for three years. 

 

F. Staff Walks/Runs/Rides 914.13 Miles in 25 days 

24 staff members tracked their miles walked, ran, or rode (on their bicycle) from June 4 

through June 30
th

.  Their goal:  To trek across America.  The reason:  To participate in 

the 2
nd

 Annual City of Burien Walk/Run/Ride Across America event.  Starting from San 

Diego, CA, last year’s finish point, staff used their feet to travel to Pecos, TX, infamous 

for its cultivation of cantaloupes and home of the world’s first rodeo (on July 4, 1883).  

The collective weekly mileage was tracked on a map.  Individual highlights included 

completion of a ½ marathon, participation in Relay for Life, walks during lunch, and 

daily one-hour walks before work.  At the end of the event, participants joined together 

for a delicious Tex-Mex lunch based on the theme of the event’s final stop.  Participants 

reported that the program incorporated more physical activity into their daily lives, 

helped relieve stress, and motivated them to work cooperatively toward a common goal.   
 

G. Community Center Offers Lobby PC for Conducting City Business 

Using a surplus computer, the Community Center is now providing a computer kiosk in 

its lobby for the public. Its main purpose is to enable citizens to conduct city business, 

e.g. recreation class registrations, permits, pet licenses, etc. It can also be used by visitors 

for brief basic internet access. (Since it opened, the Community Center has also provided 

an open Wi-Fi network to the public for users of laptops and smartphones.) The new 

kiosk has shortcuts to the Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services (PaRCS) Department’s 

website, the online Recreation Guide, permitting (on the City website) and pet licenses. 

Usage will be limited in order to accommodate as many users as possible, and there is 

also a basic printer connected to the computer.  

 

H. Community Center Senior Program to Offer a Coffee Bar 

Beginning August 3, volunteers will be running a coffee bar in the new Community 

Center lobby. Currently the PaRCS Dept’s senior program has enough volunteers to offer 

this service to seniors Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings from 10am to noon, 

and Thursday afternoons from noon to 2pm. Staff hope to recruit more volunteers to be 

able to add in Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons as well. PaRCS has partnered with 

The Mark restaurant which will be donating the coffee and air pots for the first six 



City Manager’s Report 

August 2, 2010 

Page 3 

 

 

R:\CM\CM Reports 2010\CMReport080210Final.doc 

months. PaRCS staff and volunteers will be inviting other area restaurants to take turns 

providing coffee supplies to sustain the program into the future. 

 

I. Burien Community Center Gallery 

Since its May Open House, artwork has graced the lobby walls at the new Burien 

Community Center. The large lobby space is the perfect space to display community 

exhibitions due to the large expanse of walls and the large number of people coming and 

going in the building. The first exhibition in May/June was work by art students in Lisa 

Bade’s and Erin Carlton’s art classes at Highline High School, as well as drawings by 

local elementary students. The latter will be used for the 153rd Street Banner Project 

being worked on by the Burien Arts Commission. Also on long term loan is artwork from 

Shariana Mundi’s students from programs in Burien (Moshier) and Kent (Parks). These 

adult students with disAbilities have created beautiful painting and drawings, as well as a 

very large fabric sun that is gracing the walls. The current display calendar planned for 

BCC is as follows: 

 July-August                             Artists United 

 September-November             Highline Historical Association 

 October/November                 Day of the Dead Alters (in planning) 

 November-January                  Burien Arts Juried Exhibition and 20/20 

J. Free Demo Offered to Promote Zumba Class 

On July 9, the PaRCS Department sponsored a “Try it Out” Zumba class, a fitness 

program offering a fusion of Latin and international-inspired music and dance moves that 

create an exciting and effective aerobic/fitness workout; it was attended by 28 

participants. The department offers Zumba classes four days a week with five class times 

to choose from. Later this summer, as part of new efforts to activate key parks with 

recreational activities, instructors will be taking a class outside and offering Zumba-in-

the-Park at Lake Burien School Memorial Park. 

 

K. Burien Seniors are “Sitting Fit” 

Burien PaRCS senior program is humming with activity these days with many options 

for getting fit. From the internationally inspired, high energy, fast pace of Zumba to the 

serenity of Tai Chi and the flexibility of Yoga, there is a fitness class for anyone. One of 

the newest offerings is “Sitting Fit”. The class features a 45-minute workout performed 

entirely in a seated position, consisting of warm up exercises, upper and lower body 

exercises with wrist/ankle/dumbbell weights, and a cool down. Participants include those 

with limited mobility and they report dramatic improvements, as one 

participant reported: “I wanted to take this class because I’ve had knee and shoulder 

injuries and I knew it would help me to strengthen those muscles and joints. It’s been a 

wonderful experience and a surprisingly good workout. I’m also walking and doing other 

exercises at home and everything I do is easier because I go to this class three times a 

week.” The instructor, Alex Lewis, has been teaching fitness classes for the PaRCS 

Department for over five years. As one senior said, "He’s patient, knowledgeable, and a 

terrific motivator. He really makes it a fun experience for everyone.” 
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L. Kids in Summer Camps Discover Local Culture 

Summer Teen Scene, the PaRCS Department's Teen Day Camp, offered a week of fun 

field trips based around the theme "Top Chef". The highlight of the week was visiting the 

Wing Luke Museum and going on the China Town Discovery Tour. Teens got to 

experience a fortune cookie factory, an authentic herbal medicine store, and feast on a 

decadent five-course meal while learning about the area's history. Teens also visited 

Fremont's own organic fair-trade chocolate factory, Theo Chocolates. The week ended by 

exploring a variety of foods at the Bite of Seattle. This week of camp was full, with 24 

teens participating. 

 

M. National Night Out – August 3, 2010 (Pg. 139) 

City of Burien police and staff are hosting a National Night Out Open House at Burien 

City Hall North, 11846 Des Moines Memorial Drive S.  The event will take place 

between 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 3
rd

.  The attached flyer provides additional 

details about the open house and the objectives of National Night Out. 

 

The City of Burien is asking all area residents and business owners to turn on outdoor 

lights from 7:00 – 10:00 p.m. as a show of support to law enforcement and the objectives 

of the National Night Out. 

 

N. City Hosts Blood Drive – July 27 

A successful blood drive was held at City Hall on Tuesday, July 27
th

.  24 people donated 

blood to the Puget Sound Blood Center.  14 of those donors were city employees.   

 

O. Communities Putting Prevention to Work Grant (Pg. 141) 

The City of Burien and the cities of Des Moines and SeaTac and the Highline School 

District are the recipients of grants from the King County Public Health Department for 

its Healthy Eating and Active Living initiative.  This $200,000 grant for Burien will 

support policy development around issues of transportation planning and promoting a 

healthier community as outlined in the attached scope of work for the grant contract.  

This grant contract will be on your agenda for August 16
th

 for approval. 

 

 

II. COUNCIL UPDATES/REPORTS 

 

A. King County Metro Examines Senior and Youth Pass Changes 

Metro staff reported on potential changes to some of Metro’s fares and passes at the July 

21 meeting of the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) of the King County Council 

(Mayor McGilton serves on the RTC). In the 2010 budget the County Council required a 

report on the possible coordination of Metro’s fares with other area transit agencies’. The 

report recommends that the County Council make fare simplification a high priority. 

Simplifying fares would primarily involve aligning Metro’s fares/pass costs with Sound 

Transit’s – for senior or disabled riders a monthly pass could rise by $3.00 to $27.00 

(their cash price would remain 75 cents per ride); the pass price for youth could increase 

from $18.00 to $45.00 per month (cash price per ride for youth would rise from 75 cents 
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to $1.25). The public will have an opportunity to comment before the County Council 

makes final decisions on fares through the annual budget process in the fall.  

The Regional Transit Committee also heard a report on this year’s Metro service 

changes, related to the start-up of Sound Transit’s Link light rail service to Sea-Tac 

Airport. Several routes in Southwest King County and Southeast Seattle were adjusted to 

provide connections with the new light rail stations. Metro reported that overall ridership 

on Link and Metro had increased 15% between the spring of 2009 and spring 2010. 

Routes serving the Burien Transit Center that were revised were the 140 and 180; the 140 

had no real change in ridership and the 180 saw a 2% increase. 

 

B. Port CEO Speaks to Suburban Cities – July 21, 2010 

Councilmember Keene and other city officials from around King County heard Port of 

Seattle Chief Executive Officer Tay Yoshitani address the Suburban Cities Association 

of King County on July 21. He reminded the group that he had first spoken to them in 

January 2008, and the Port has seen many changes since then. Mr. Yoshitani said that in 

spite of the economic downturn the Port is doing well, and recently received a “AAA” 

bond rating. He said the Port is working hard to become the most “green” port in the 

country, believing that being environmentally responsible will give them a competitive 

edge over other seaports. Mr. Yoshitani described several steps the Port has implemented 

to improve the environment and save money at both the seaport and airport. Anyone 

interested in learning more can go to http://www.portseattle.org/about/publications/ to 

find the Port’s 2009 environmental and annual reports. 

 

C. New Burien Transit Center Garage Funding Approved 

King County and Sound Transit have both given final approval to an agreement that will 

lead to construction of a new parking garage for the Burien Transit Center. Following the 

County Council’s action on July 19, the Sound Transit Board approved the agreement on 

July 22. At the Sound Transit Board meeting Economic Development Manager Dick 

Loman offered brief thanks on behalf of the Mayor and Council. Funding for the project 

was included in the Sound Transit 2 ballot measure, approved by the voters in 2008. The 

garage will include more than 460 spaces, with 50 available for plug-in electric vehicles; 

nearly 40 spaces will be provided outside adjacent to the garage.  This is intended to be 

the first phase of a new Transit Oriented Development mixed-use project at the existing 

park-and-ride lot next to the Transit Center.  Ground-breaking for the new garage is 

planned for late summer or early fall. Interim parking for transit riders during 

construction is being provided at the nearby BBC Dodge property. 

 

D. Construction and Land Use Permit Activity Report for 2
nd

 Quarter 2010 (Pg. 147) 

Staff has provided Council with the above referenced report (attached). 

 

E. Advisory Board Meeting Minutes (Pg. 155) 

Attached are the following approved Advisory Board meeting minutes: 

 Art Commission meetings of April 27 & May 24, 2010 

 Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting of June 9, 2010. 

 

http://www.portseattle.org/about/publications/
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F. Notices (Pg. 161) 

 The following Public Notices are attached: 

 The City will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 2, 2010, 7:00 p.m. for the 

purpose of receiving public comments on the 2011 through 2016 Six-Year 

Transportation Improvement Program. 
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DATE:   July 20, 2010 
FOR RELEASE:  July 22, 2010 
CONTACT:  Public Works Department 
   Telephone:  (206) 248-5521 
 
 

C IT Y  O F  B U RI EN  
P U B L IC  H EA R ING  NOT IC E  

 
The City of Burien will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 2, 2010, for the purpose of: 

Receiving public comments on the 2011 through 2016 Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). 

 
The public is encouraged to participate by providing the Council with their comments on 

the 2011-2016 Transportation Improvement Program. The primary importance of the Six (6) 

Year Transportation Improvement Program is that, in most cases, local projects must be 

included in the TIP to be eligible for state and federal grant programs. 

The hearing will be in the Council Chambers at Burien City Hall, 400 SW 152nd Street, at 

approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sign language and communication in alternate format can be arranged given sufficient notice.  
Please contact the City Clerk's office at (206) 248-5517. 
 

### 
 

Published in The Seattle Times: July 22, 2010 
 
 
 

cc: Burien City Council  Highline Times 

 Burien City Staff Seahurst Post Office 

 Burien Library Web site: www.burienwa.gov  

 B-Town Blog  White Center Now 

 Discover Burien  

 

400 SW 152nd, Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-4647 • FAX (206) 248-5539 

www.burienwa.gov 

 

 

http://www.burienwa.gov/


 



CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

 

Agenda Subject: Public Hearing to Receive Comments on the 2011 

through 2016 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program. 

Meeting Date:  August 2, 2010 

Department:  Public Works 

Department 
Attachments:   

1. Public Hearing Notice 

2. Six Year Transportation 

Program 2011-2016 

3. Draft Resolution 316 

Fund Source:  N/A 

Activity Cost:  N/A  

Amount Budgeted:  N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority:  N/A Contact:  Larry Blanchard, 

Director 

Telephone:  (206) 248-5514 

Adopted Work Plan  

Priority:  Yes       No X      

Work Plan Item Description:  N/A 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:   
The purpose of this agenda item is for Council to hold a public hearing to receive public comments on the 2011-2016 

Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  

The primary importance of the Six (6) Year TIP is that, in most cases, local projects must be included in the TIP to 

be eligible for state and federal grant programs. 

 

The Six (6) Year TIP is a short-range planning document that is updated annually based on needs and policies 

identified through a variety of sources. Project and financial development involve interactions with many groups and 

agencies at the local, regional, state, and federal levels. It represents Burien’s current list of needed projects that may 

begin work in the next six (6) years. 
 

Mandated by State Law 
 

State Law requires that each city develop a local TIP and that it be updated annually (RCW 35.77.010). In order for 

cities to compete for transportation funding grants from Federal and State sources most granting agencies require that 

projects be included in the TIP document. 

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   N/A 

 

Administrative Recommendation:  Conduct public hearing on the 2011-2016 Six-Year Transportation 

Improvement Program. 

Committee Recommendation: None Required. 

Advisory Board Recommendation: N/A 

Suggested Motion: None Required. 

Submitted by: Larry Blanchard, Public Works Director  

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date:  July 28, 2010 File Code:  r:\cc\agenda bill 2010\080210pw-tip- Public 

Hearing 
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DATE:   July 20, 2010 
FOR RELEASE:  July 22, 2010 
CONTACT:  Public Works Department 
   Telephone:  (206) 248-5521 
 
 

C IT Y  O F  B U RI EN  
P U B L IC  H EA R ING  NOT IC E  

 
The City of Burien will hold a public hearing on Monday, August 2, 2010, for the purpose of: 

Receiving public comments on the 2011 through 2016 Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). 

 
The public is encouraged to participate by providing the Council with their comments on 

the 2011-2016 Transportation Improvement Program. The primary importance of the Six (6) 

Year Transportation Improvement Program is that, in most cases, local projects must be 

included in the TIP to be eligible for state and federal grant programs. 

The hearing will be in the Council Chambers at Burien City Hall, 400 SW 152nd Street, at 

approximately 7:00 p.m. 

 

Sign language and communication in alternate format can be arranged given sufficient notice.  
Please contact the City Clerk's office at (206) 248-5517. 
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cc: Burien City Council  Highline Times 

 Burien City Staff Seahurst Post Office 

 Burien Library Web site: www.burienwa.gov  

 B-Town Blog  White Center Now 

 Discover Burien  

 

400 SW 152nd, Suite 300, Burien, WA  98166 
Phone: (206) 241-4647 • FAX (206) 248-5539 

www.burienwa.gov 

 

 

http://www.burienwa.gov/


 







































 

i 

 

CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 316 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 

WASHINGTON, ADOPTING THE 2011 THROUGH 2016 SIX-YEAR 

TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE CITY OF 

BURIEN  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHEREAS, State law (Ch. 35.77 RCW) requires cities to develop a six-year 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and update it annually; and 

 

 WHEREAS, in order for cities to compete for transportation funding grants from Federal 

and State sources most granting agencies require that projects be included in the TIP document; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, as required by State law and after proper notice, the City Council held a 

public hearing at its regular meeting on August 2, 2010, to consider public testimony on the 

City’s proposed 2011 through 2016 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds it to be in the best interests of the City to adopt the 

proposed 2011-2016 TIP. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 

WASHINGTON, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Section 1.  Adoption. The 2011 through 2016 Six-Year Transportation Improvement 

Program, which is set forth in the attached Exhibit A and which has been filed with the City 

Clerk, is hereby adopted. 

  

Section 2.  Effective Date. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage by 

the Burien City Council. 

 

 ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON, AT 

A REGULAR MEETING THEREOF THIS ____ DAY OF ____, 2010. 

 

      CITY OF BURIEN 

 

 

       ______________________________ 

       Joan McGilton, Mayor 
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ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Monica Lusk, City Clerk 

 

 

Approved as to form: 

 

 

______________________________ 

Craig Knutson, City Attorney 

 

 

Filed with the City Clerk:  

Passed by the City Council:  

Resolution No. 316 
 



CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject:  Presentation of the 2011-2016 Financial 

Forecast & Policies and Overview of the 2011-2012 Operating 

Budget.   

Meeting Date:  August 2, 2010 

Department: Finance 

Department 

 

Attachments:  
A - Power Point Presentation on 

Forecast 

B - Operating Financial Forecast 

Memo 

C - 2011-2016 Financial 

Forecasts by Fund 

D - Financial Policies 

E - Power Point Presentation on 

2011-12 Operating Budget 

F – 2011-12 Operating Budget 

Memo 

Fund Source: N/A 

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A Contact:  Gary Coleman, 

Interim Finance Director 

 

Telephone: (206) 248-5505 

 

Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes             No        

Initiative Description:  

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
The purpose of this agenda item is to discuss the 2011 – 2016 Financial Forecast and Financial Policies, and provide 

an overview of the 2011-2012 Operating Budget. 

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  

The City is starting the 2011-2012 budget process.  The first step is the six year financial forecast which shows 

projected revenues and expenditures over the next six years.  The forecast helps guide the 2011-2012 budget 

preparation.  An overview of the preliminary 2011-2012 Operating Budget will be provided.  Overall, the City is in 

stable financial condition, with expenditures starting to exceed revenues around 2014. 

 

The City’s Financial Policies also guide the preparation of the Budget.  Two proposed changes to the Financial 

Policies are:   

 Moving Seattle City Light and Comcast Franchise Fees, and Garbage Utility Taxes to the General Fund. 

 Updating the six-year financial forecast biennially, rather than annually, to coincide with the budget process. 

 

Council direction on these changes to the Financial Policies is requested. 

 

The upcoming schedule for the budget process is as follows: 

 August 16, 2010 – First Public Hearing on the 2011-2012 Biennial Budget 

 September 13, 2012 – Discussion on 2011-2012 Capital Improvement Program 

 October 11, 2012 – Discussion on Preliminary 2011-2012 Budget and 2011 Property Tax Levy. 

 November 8, 2012 – Second Public Hearing on 2011-2012 Biennial Budget 

 November 22, 2012 – Adopt the 2011-2012 Biennial Budget and 2011 Property Tax Levy 

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   

N/A 

Administrative Recommendation:  Hold discussion and provide staff direction. 

Committee Recommendation:  N/A 

Advisory Board Recommendation:  N/A 
 

Suggested Motion:  None required. 

Submitted by:  Gary Coleman 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: July 28, 2010 File Code: R:\CC\Agenda Bill 2010\080210ad-1 Present 2011-16 

Financial Forecast.docx 

 



 



2011-16 Forecasting Model

Finance Department

August 2, 2010



The City is in good shape…



Forecasting Topics     

1. Six-year financial planning model

2. Assumes current service levels

3. These are forecasts – not 

recommended budgets

4. These figures will continue to be refined 

and change as more data is received

5. Revenues tend to be understated while 

expenditures tend to be overstated



Operating Forecast



Operating Funds Fund Balances
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Financial Policies

Proposed Revisions

 1. Seattle City Light, Comcast Franchise Fees 

and the Solid Waste Utility tax to the General 

Fund, as approved in ordinances 513 and 

536

 2. Update six-year financial forecasts on a 

biennial basis.

 3.  Remove sentence referencing the funding 

of the Senior and Community Center from the 

Capital Projects Reserve Fund.



What’s next:

August 16.  First Public Hearing on 2011-2012 

Biennial Budget.

Sept.13. Discussion on 2011-2012 Capital 

Improvement Program.

October 11.   Discussion on preliminary 2011-2012 

Budget and 2011 property tax levy.

Nov. 8. Second Public Hearing on 2011-2012 

biennial budget.

Nov. 22.  Motion to adopt 2011-2012 Biennial 

Budget and 2011 property tax levy.



The City is in good shape…
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Operating Financial Forecasts 

 Council Discussion 

August 2, 2010 

 

The Operating Budget Financial Forecasts discussion is informational only and we are not 

requesting Council direction at the meeting. Council direction to enable staff to prepare the 

2011-12 Preliminary Budget will be requested at future Council meetings. 

  

Financial forecasts are a tool to broaden the financial planning horizon from a single year to 

multiple years. The City has utilized six-year financial forecasts for many years as one of the 

building blocks of its budget development process. 

 

The use of spreadsheet software for financial forecasting enables us to readily model different 

assumptions and quickly produce various “what if” scenarios. For example, we are able to 

modify revenue and expenditure line item growth rates and immediately see the impact on the 

budget for the entire six-year planning period. This capability enables us to test our assumptions 

to assist in the evaluation of the accuracy and reliability of the forecasts. 

 

When reviewing the Financial Forecasts, the following assumptions should be kept in mind: 

 

1. The forecasts assume current service levels updated for the effects of the recent 

annexation. Discussion and modeling of any service level changes can occur during the 

budget development process.  

 

2. The forecasts are not the recommended budgets; rather they are simply a financial 

planning tool on which the budgets will be developed. 

 

3. The forecasts are based on numerous revenue and expenditure increases due to the 

annexation and growth rate assumptions that will be refined during the budget 

development process. The forecasts will also change as new information becomes 

available.  This is especially important as we start to see actual revenue and expenditures 

changes as a result of the annexation of North Burien. 

 

4. The forecasts generally err on the side of conservatism. Revenue growth rates will likely 

be higher than estimated and expenditure growth rates will likely be lower than 

estimated. The forecasts are intended, however, to reflect our best estimate of the future. 

 

Key conclusions from the Financial Forecasts include the following: 

 

1. The City is in stable financial condition for the 2011 through 2016 period although the 

impacts of the structural deficit can be seen as they impact the ending fund balances in 

later years.  This could begin to impact our ability to provide the same level of services.  

This will be refined in future years as we have more historical data and see which way 

the economy is headed.  



R:\AD\Budget 2011 - 2012\080210 Forecast Cover Memo.doc 

2. Current national and regional economic conditions underscore the need to pay close 

attention to the General Fund in particular. Fund balances will remain in compliance with 

the financial policies percentages, but a  continuation of the economic downturn could 

adversely affect the  General Fund and the Public Works Reserve Fund, in the later years.  

This forecast was especially difficult to prepare as we are projecting numerous revenue 

and expenditures numbers based on pre annexation estimates, with little or no actual 

numbers to compare to.  As we get further into the budget preparation models more 

actual data will be available to help better refine these estimates. 

 

 After a couple of down years and with the reopening of the casino, gambling tax 

revenues are expected to increase approximately $400,000 in the next year. 

 Real Estate Excise Tax revenue (to the Public Works Reserve Fund) are 

continuing at a slow pace, but the real estate market is expected to recover in 

future years plus the added revenue from the recent annexation. 

 Sales Tax is expected to recover in future years plus the addition of the .1% sales 

tax credit from the state and the increase associated with North Burien. 

 

3. The most important items for us to monitor closely for the rest of 2010 and into 2011 and 

12, are sales tax revenues, REET, annexation’s financial impact, and the contract for 

police services with King County. Each of these items has the potential to have a 

significant impact on the City’s General and other funds. 

 

4. Projected expenditure growth rates exceed projected revenue growth rates in the General 

Fund with discretionary revenue declining throughout the forecast period. These trends 

warrant further evaluation during the budget development process. As the General Fund 

approaches the point at which expenses exceed revenues, the city may wish to redirect, 

business licenses, and property tax from the Street Fund and the Capital Projects Reserve 

Fund to the General Fund. 

 

5. The City has healthy financial reserves as reflected in the ending fund balances of the 

following fund: 

 

 Equipment Replacement Reserve Fund; 

 Capital Project Reserve Fund, and  

 Surface Water Management Fund. 

 

6. The City’s Equipment Replacement Reserve Fund will require further evaluation as we 

continue to add trucks and other equipment to determine the appropriate reserve levels to 

provide for the orderly and timely replacement of operating capital, e.g., cars, trucks, and 

computers. 

 

The 2011 through 2016 Financial Forecasts for the City’s nine Operating Budget Funds are 

attached to this summary overview document.  
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CITY OF BURIEN 
FINANCIAL POLICIES 

 Council Discussion Draft 

July 19, 2010 

 

The City’s Financial Policies are intended to serve as a Council-approved set of values and 

expectations for Council Members, City staff, citizens and other interested parties who may do 

business with the City. The use of the term “City” refers to all City officials and staff who are 

responsible for the activities to carry out these policies. The policies describe expectations for 

financial planning, budgeting, accounting, reporting and other management practices. They have 

been prepared to assure prudent financial management and responsible stewardship of the City’s 

financial and physical resources. 

 

A. City Funds 

 

The City shall utilize “governmental fund accounting” as the organizational structure for its 

financial activities. The following funds have been established for budgeting, accounting and 

reporting. 

  

OPERATING FUNDS 

 

1. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the City. It accounts for all financial 

resources and transactions except those required to be accounted for in another fund. 

 

2. The Street Fund is required by state law to account for dedicated state-shared gas tax 

revenue, The  City’s business license fee revenue is also deposited in this fund. Monies in 

the Street Fund are used for street maintenance and transportation capital projects. 

 

3. The Surface Water Management Fund accounts for the maintenance and capital 

improvements to the City’s storm and surface water drainage system. Revenues come 

from fees collected from residential and commercial property owners. 

 

RESERVE FUNDS 

 

1. The Equipment Replacement Reserve Fund provides monies for the orderly replacement 

of City assets with a value over $1,000 and with an estimated service life of three or more 

years.  All monies come from the City’s Operating Funds (General, Street, and Surface 

Water Management). 

 

2. The Public Works Reserve Fund is utilized to accumulate monies for future Capital 

Improvement Program projects. Funding sources include the Real Estate Excise Tax 

(REET), Park Mitigation Fees, and transfers from the General Fund. 
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3. The Capital Project Reserve was established to accumulate monies from the City’s 

annual property tax levy for future Capital Improvement Program projects. 

 

4. The Art in Public Places Fund accounts for contributions, donations and commissions on 

sales of art displayed in public places along with 1% of construction contracts for City 

owned buildings, transit centers and parks. 

 

5. The Local Improvement District (LID) Guaranty Fund is required by State law to 

maintain a balance of not less than 10% of the City’s outstanding LID assessments. All 

monies in the Fund come from the Street Fund; any monies in excess of the needs of the 

LID Guaranty Fund are returned to the Street Fund. 

 

DEBT SERVICE FUND 

 

1. The City maintains a single Debt Service Fund to account for the resources necessary to 

pay principal and interest when due on the City’s outstanding General Obligation Bonds, 

Local Improvement District Bonds, and Public Works Trust Fund Loans. 

 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FUNDS 

 

Four Capital Improvement Program Funds have been established to account for the revenues 

and expenditures associated with the following Capital Improvement Program project areas: 

 

1. Parks and General Government; 

2. Town Square;  

3. Transportation; and 

4. Surface Water Management. 

 
B.  Resource Planning  

 

1. To assure stability and continuity in City services, the City will prepare and update on a 

biennial  basis a six-year Financial Forecast for all City Funds. This biennial  planning 

process will enable citizens, staff, advisory committees, and the City Council to discuss 

current and future programs, service levels, and capital facility needs.  

 

2. The relationship between the Operating and Capital Budgets will be incorporated into the 

Financial Forecasts and Budgets. Maintenance and operating costs associated with new 

Capital Improvement Program projects shall be disclosed in the Capital Budget when 

projects are being considered and included in the Operating Budget when the projects are 

complete. 

 

3. The City Manager shall develop on a biennial basis a Financial Planning calendar that 

will provide for the timely update of the six-year Financial Forecasts for all City Funds 

along with the biennial process to develop, review, and adopt the City’s Operating and 

Capital Budgets. 
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4. The City’s Operating and Capital Budgets will implement City Council adopted goals 

and policies, long-range plans, and service choices for the community. 

 

5. The City will use "prudent revenue and expenditure assumptions" in the development of 

the six-year Financial Forecasts, Operating and Capital Budgets. Revenue and 

expenditure estimates shall be conservative to generally produce variances from budget 

estimates in the 3% to 5% range for overall fund revenues and 3% to 5% range for 

overall fund expenditures.   

 

6. One-time resources shall be identified and shall be used to support one-time 

expenditures. Ongoing expenditure programs shall only be supported by ongoing 

resources.   

 

7. Where estimated expenditures and fund balances exceed estimated resources for any 

Financial Forecast, potential options to bring the six-year Financial Forecasts into balance 

shall be included as an integral part of the Budget process.  

 

 

 C.  Fund Balance and Reserve Levels 

 

1. Budgeted ending Fund Balances shall be established at a minimum of 5% of recurring 

revenue for the Street Fund and for the Surface Water Management Fund.  

2. General Fund Budget shall maintain a minimum Fund Balance of 10% of budgeted 

General Fund recurring revenue.   

 

 

D.  Resource Allocation 

 

The City Council has established the following allocations for designated revenues: 

 

 

1. Not less than 1% of annual General Fund expenditures will be for Human Services 

programs.  

 

 

 E.  Accounting, Budget, and Financial Practice Policies 

 

1. The City will maintain an accounting and financial reporting system that fully meets 

professional standards, state accounting requirements, and standards used by debt rating 

agencies. 

 

2. Financial procedures shall be developed to assure appropriate controls are in place to 

protect City assets and to provide for the development of timely financial reporting. 

 

Deleted: <#>Cable television franchise revenues 

(Comcast) are allocated 100% to the Street Fund 
for street maintenance activities.¶

¶

<#>Electric utility franchise revenues from Seattle 
City Light are allocated 100% to the Street Fund 

for street maintenance and major rehabilitation.¶

¶
<#>Garbage utility tax revenues are allocated 

100% to the Street Fund for street maintenance 

and Transportation Capital Improvement projects 
until such time that the Garbage utility tax 

revenues are needed in the General Fund.¶



City of Burien, Washington 

Preliminary Draft of Financial Policies 

June 21, 2010 

Page 4 of 8 

 

R:\AD\Budget 2011 - 2012\062110 Financial Policies.docx 

Deleted: R:\AD\Budget 2011 - 2012\062110 
Financial Policies.docx

Deleted: R:\AD\Budget 2011 - 2012\062110 

Financial Policies.doc

3. Procurement policies and procedures shall be developed and periodically updated as 

needed to meet legal requirements and assure effective and competitive purchasing 

practices. 

 

4. The City will strive to maintain at least an “A” bond rating from Moody’s Investor 

Services. 

 

5. The Finance Director shall provide to the City Council not less than quarterly a Financial 

Status Report for all City Funds. This Report will include comparisons of actual revenue 

and expenditure performance to the respective Budget estimates. Where revenue 

collections are, or are anticipated to be significantly less than Budget estimates, and/or, 

where expenditures are, or are anticipated to be significantly greater than Budget 

estimates, the Finance Director shall include recommendations for possible adjustments 

or actions.   

 

6. In accordance with state law, the City Manager is authorized to transfer budgeted 

amounts within any fund; however, any revisions that alter the total expenditure authority 

(appropriation) of a fund or change the number of authorized employee positions, the pay 

classification system, hours, or other conditions of employment, must be approved by the 

City Council.   

 

7. Staff shall provide for a periodic evaluation of the City’s Fund and fee structure to 

provide for service delivery and/or cost recovery enhancements. 

 

 

F.  Revenue Policies 

 

1. To minimize the impact of cyclical economic downturns on City General Fund revenues 

and services, the City will attempt to diversify its economic base.  

  

2. Where the City has authority to establish and change fees and charges, all such fees and 

charges shall be adjusted annually for inflation, based on the change in the Implicit Price 

Deflator (IPD) for State and Local Government Consumption Expenditures and Gross 

Investment for the twelve month period ending June 30, or other applicable index or 

measure.   

 

3. The City will establish cost recovery policies for fee supported services which consider 

the relative public/private benefits received from the services being provided and/or the 

desirability of providing access to services for specialized populations. These policies 

will determine the percentage of full service costs to be recovered through fees. The level 

of cost recovery may be adjusted to ensure that rates are current, equitable, and 

competitive and cover that percentage of the total cost deemed appropriate. Staff shall 

submit periodic financial reports to the Council on the progress in meeting the policies. 
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4. Grant revenue will be included in the City’s Financial Forecasts and Budgets when it is 

probable the City will receive the grant award. (Probable means relatively likely but not 

certain.) 

 

Property taxes levied for general government operations will be at least 1% more than 

levied in the prior year plus the amount received as a result of new construction. Property 

taxes set aside in the Capital Projects Center Reserve Fund will grow at 1% per year 

beginning in 2006.  

 

G.   Capital Improvement Program Policies 

 

1. The City will plan for capital improvements over a multi-year period. The Capital 

Improvement Program will directly relate to the City’s long-range plans and policies.  

When capital improvements are being planned, maintenance & operating costs will be 

estimated and identified within the City’s Financial Forecasts. When the capital projects 

are complete, monies will be included in the City’s Operating Budget to provide for 

maintenance and operating costs. 

 

2. To maintain the City’s physical assets, a current inventory will be maintained of all of the 

City assets, and their condition, maintenance and estimated replacement costs. The City 

shall maintain an Equipment Replacement Reserve Fund through cash reserves set aside 

each year to provide for the timely and orderly replacement of assets. The Equipment 

Replacement Reserve Fund shall be included in the update of the City’s Financial 

Forecasts. 

 

3. The City will maintain an "Art in Public Places Fund" for the purpose of providing funds 

for capital improvement projects funded wholly or in part by the City of Burien for 

construction or remodeling of government owned public buildings, transit centers and 

parks. 

 

4. A capital project is defined as a project of a nonrecurring nature with a cost of $25,000 or 

more and estimated service life of at least 10 years including major renovations of 

existing facilities. Routine maintenance of existing facilities, however, should not be 

included in capital requests.   

 

5. The Adopted Capital Facilities Element of the Burien Comprehensive Plan provides 

guidance regarding the development of the City’s Capital Improvement Program.  

 

6. For each Fund of the Capital Improvement Program (Parks and General Government, 

Town Square, Transportation, and Surface Water Management), funding sources will be 

identified so that it will be clear what local funds, grant funds, and other revenue sources 

are supporting each program. 

 

7. The City will use Community Development Block Grant capital funds for eligible capital 

projects that are included in the City’s adopted Capital Improvement Program. The funds 
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will only be spent on eligible projects that benefit low and moderate individuals as 

defined in the Community Development Block Grant regulations. 

 

 

H.  Debt  Policies 

 

1. When evaluating the use of councilmanic debt and the associated debt service 

obligations, a financial feasibility analysis will be performed including the City’s ability 

to make debt service payments, taking into account revenue fluctuations associated with 

periodic economic cycles. 

 

2. Voted and councilmanic debt will be used prudently in a manner to avoid any adverse 

impact on the City’s credit rating. 

 

3. The City will establish appropriate procedures to assure compliance with its bond 

covenants and all other applicable federal, state, and local laws, policies or regulations.  

 

4. Debt may be used on a limited basis for specific short-term cash flow needs.  Debt will 

not be used to fund long-term revenue shortages. For major capital projects with long-

term useful lives (normally 20 years or more) and where costs exceed short-term cash 

flows, debt may be used provided there is sufficient discretionary revenue within the 

Financial Forecasts Plan to service the debt without disrupting the City’s existing service 

delivery programs. 

 

 

I.  Investment Policies 

 

1. The City will follow state law and the following criteria in priority order when investing 

City monies: 

a. Preserve capital through prudent financial investments; 

b. Maintain sufficient liquidity so that monies are available when needed; and 

c. Achieve the best available rate of return. 

 

2.  The City will provide the appropriate accounting and reporting for any private donations 

or monies held in trust by the City. 

 

 
J.  Financial Management and Organizational Review Policies 

 

1. The City Manager will periodically review the City’s organizational structure to assure 

that it is responsive to current conditions; and service duplication within the organization 

and with other local government jurisdictions is eliminated. Periodic performance audits 

may be used to assess organizational costs and effectiveness. Periodic budget reviews 

shall be made to examine departmental and/or program line-item costs. 
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2. The City Manager will periodically evaluate the City’s administrative and direct service 

delivery systems to determine whether a service should be provided by the City, by 

agreement with a qualified and or competitively priced private or public contractor, or 

eliminated due to changes in community needs and expectations. 

 

3. The City Council will adopt, through the biennial Budget, service levels, a work program, 

and performance standards that reflect City revenues, community expectations and legal 

requirements. The City is committed to examining how it provides services so that 

service levels and performance standards are met or exceeded at the least cost to the 

public. 

 

4. The City’s compensation structure (salaries and benefits) will be reviewed at least every 

three years. The City’s compensation structure shall be competitive with that of 

comparable public sector employers in the relevant recruiting or market area. The criteria 

for reviewing employee salaries and benefits will also include internal comparability for 

similar jobs and the City’s ability to pay. If relevant private sector comparisons are 

available, they will be considered. Annual Cost of Living Adjustments will be based on 

90% of the Seattle Tacoma Urban Wage Earners Consumer Price Index for the twelve 

month period ending June 30, or other applicable index or measure; with a minimum 

increase of 2%.   

 

5. The City will, within available resources, maintain the productivity of staff through a 

supportive working environment, which includes appropriate equipment, supplies, 

materials, and professional staff development. 

 

6. The City will evaluate its use of intergovernmental service contracts to prevent 

duplication of services and to assure an effective and efficient service delivery system to 

the community. 

 

7. The City adopts biennial budgets at the start of every odd-numbered year. The biennial 

budget provides a two-year expenditure appropriation with side-by-side one-year budget 

displays. To avoid overspending the two-year appropriation too quickly, departments are 

held to single-year budgets and are generally not able to commit funds from the second 

year of the biennium before it begins.  

 

 

K.  Contract Approval Authority 

 

The approval authority for execution of City contracts is as follows: 

 

1. The City Manager will have authority to sign contracts up to $25,000. 

 

2. The City Manager will have authority to sign contracts over $25,000 for equipment, 

goods, and services that are included in the Adopted Budget.  
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3. Contracts that exceed Adopted Budget spending authority must be placed on the Council 

agenda for discussion and approval. 

 

4. Contracts over $25,000 for initiatives not included in the Adopted Budget must be placed 

on the Council agenda for discussion and approval. 

 

5. All capital projects in which there is a material change in scope must be placed on the 

Council agenda for discussion and approval.  
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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date: July 28, 2010 
 
To: Mayor McGilton and City Council Members 
 
From: Gary Coleman, Interim Finance Director 
   
Subject: 2011-12 Budget Discussion – Operating Budget 
 
 
At the August 2, 2010, City Council meeting, we will have the first in a series of informational budget 
discussion meetings. Although no action will be requested at this meeting, Council questions and 
comments are, as always, welcome. These series of informational budget discussion meetings will guide 
us as we prepare the 2011-12 Preliminary Biennial Budget. 
 
The discussion will focus on the Operating Budget, to include: 
 

1. The nine Operating Funds 
2. Operating Fund expenses 
3. Operating Fund expense drivers 
4. Operating Fund revenues 
5. Service levels 

 
1.  The Nine Operating Funds 
 
The City has two types of budgets: the Operating Budget and the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) 
Budget. On August 2nd, we will talk about the first, the Operating Budget, to be followed on September 
16,  2010, with a discussion about the CIP Budget. The purpose of these discussions is to continue to lay 
the foundation for a request later this summer for direction on the 2011-12 Preliminary Biennial Budget. 
 
The Operating Budget is a group of nine funds that supports the general operations of the City 
government. The Operating Budget represents approximately 76% of total City expenditures during the 
2011-12 biennium. 
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Three of the nine funds support ongoing operational functions of the City: 

 General Fund 

 Street Fund 

 Surface Water Management (SWM) Fund 
 
Five of the nine funds accumulate money for equipment replacement, capital projects, and art: 

 Equipment Reserve Fund 

 Public Works Reserve Fund 

 Capital Projects Reserve Fund (formerly Senior Center Reserve Fund) 

 Art in Public Places Fund 

 Local Improvement District Guaranty Fund 
 

The last fund is the City’s Debt Service Fund. 
 

Here are brief descriptions of each of the nine Operating Funds: 
 

1. The General Fund is the general operating fund of the City.  It accounts for all financial resources 
and transactions except those required to be accounted for in another fund. The General Fund 
maintains a reserve of 10% of budgeted recurring revenues to stabilize services and City staffing 
and to minimize uncertainty about the continuity of services and employment.   

 
2. The Street Fund is required by state law to account for state-shared gas tax revenue that must be 

used for street and related activities and the City’s business license fee revenue. Monies in the 
Street Fund are used for street maintenance and transportation capital projects. 

 
3. The Surface Water Management Fund accounts for the maintenance and capital improvements to 

the City’s storm and surface water drainage system. Revenues come from fees collected from 
residential and commercial property owners. 

 
4. The Equipment Replacement Reserve Fund provides monies for the orderly replacement of City 

assets with a value over $1,000 and with an estimated service life of three or more years. All 
monies come from the City’s Operating Funds (General, Street, and Surface Water Management). 

 
5. The Public Works Reserve Fund accumulates monies for future Capital Improvement Program 

projects. Funding sources include the Real Estate Excise Tax (REET), Park Mitigation Fees, and 
transfers from the General Fund. 

 
6. The Capital Projects Reserve Fund (formerly Senior Center Reserve Fund) was established to 

accumulate monies from the City’s annual property tax levy for future Capital Improvement 
Program projects, including money set aside for the Senior Center. 

 
7. The Art in Public Places Fund accounts for contributions, donations and commissions on sales of 

art displayed in public places along with 1% of construction contracts for City owned buildings, 
transit centers and parks. 

 
8. The Local Improvement District (LID) Guaranty Fund is required by State law to maintain a 

balance of not less than 10% of the City’s outstanding LID assessments. All monies in the Fund 
came from the Street Fund; any monies in excess of the needs of the LID Guaranty Fund are 
returned to the Street Fund. 

 
9. The City maintains a single Debt Service Fund to account for the resources necessary to pay 

principal and interest when due on the City’s outstanding General Obligation Bonds, Local 
Improvement District Bonds, and Public Works Trust Fund Loans. 
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2.  Operating Fund Expenses 

 
The relative expenditure size of each fund is illustrated in this chart: 

 
As the chart shows, the largest component of the Operating Budget is the General Fund. Here is a 
breakdown of how the General Fund is spent: 
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3. Operating Fund Expense Drivers 

 
The largest components, or drivers, of General Fund expenditures are: 

 Police Services -- $18,922,000 – 44% of the General Fund 

 City Staff Salaries & Benefits -- $12,793,000 – 25% of the General Fund 

 Services -- $10,318,000 – 24% of the General Fund 
 
Together, these components comprise ninety-three (93) percent of the General Fund. 
 
A breakdown of these three components is shown in the following chart, which shows that during the 
period 2004 through 2009: 

 Police Services costs increased at an annual average rate of 4.0% ($238,000 average increase per 
year) 

 City Staff salaries per FTE increased at an annual average rate of 3.0% ($203,000 average total 
increase per year) 

 City Staff benefits per FTE increased at an annual average rate of 9.7% ($94,000 average total 
increase per year) 

 Services (e.g., legal services, parks maintenance, and public works) costs increased at an annual 
average rate of 2.2% ($66,000 average increase per year) 

 
During the same period, 2002 through 2007, the Seattle-area Consumer Price Index (inflation) rose at an 
average annual rate of 2.6%. 

 
 

The costs and projections described above assume current service and staffing levels increased for the 
effects of annexation. 
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4.  Operating Fund Revenues 

 
The Operating Budget collects revenue from a variety of sources, as shown in the following chart. 

 
 
The chart makes it clear that most revenue is from tax, of which there are six sources: 

1. Property 
2. Sales 
3. Real Estate Excise 
4. Business & Occupation (B & O) 
5. Utility 
6. Gambling 

 
A breakdown of tax revenue follows. It shows that together, Property and Sales taxes comprise 70% of tax 
revenue. 

 





CITY OF BURIEN 

AGENDA BILL 

 

Agenda Subject: Discussion of Draft Shoreline Master Program 

 

Meeting Date: August 2, 2010 

Department:  
Community Development 

Attachments:  
Summary of City Council 

and Staff Comments 

Fund Source: N/A 

Activity Cost: N/A 

Amount Budgeted: N/A 

Unencumbered Budget Authority: N/A Contact: Scott Greenberg, 

Comm.  Devel.  Director or 

David Johanson, Senior Planner  

Telephone: (206) 248-5510 

Adopted Initiative: 
  Yes       No        

Initiative Description:  Shoreline Master Program Update 

 

PURPOSE/REQUIRED ACTION:  
The purpose of this agenda item is for Council to review, discuss and provide direction to staff on the July 2010 City 

Council Draft of the Burien Shoreline Master Program (SMP).   

 

BACKGROUND (Include prior Council action & discussion):  

Council discussed the SMP review process on April 5 and May 3, 2010.  Educational sessions and public forums 

were held on June 14 and 21, 2010.  Council discussed the July 2010 City Council Draft of the SMP on July 19, 

2010.  This draft is not included with this agenda bill; please bring the draft with you or contact staff if you need a 

new copy.  It is also available online at http://www.burienwa.gov/index.aspx?NID=851.   

 

Council comments and requested text changes received by staff beginning at your July 19
th
 meeting are summarized 

on the attached matrix.  Please note that the matrix includes highlighted rows, these highlighted portions are what 

staff believes to be the most significant discussion topics and have been highlighted in an effort to help facilitate 

your discussions.  Staff has also included recommendations for each item. 

 

The remaining schedule is as follows (subject to change):  

 August 16: Public hearing 

 August 30 (special meeting): Discussion and adoption 

 Date TBD: Department of Ecology public hearing and decision on SMP  

 

OPTIONS (Including fiscal impacts):   

1. Direct staff to prepare final ordinance based on Planning Commission recommendation. 

2. Direct staff to make changes to draft ordinance. 

 

Administrative Recommendation: Discuss draft and provide direction to staff.   

Committee Recommendation: N/A  

Advisory Board Recommendation: Adopt draft SMP dated 3/30/10. 

Suggested Motion: N/A 

Submitted by:       Scott Greenberg            Mike Martin 

Administration    __________                                    City Manager    ___________ 

Today’s Date: July 27, 2010 File Code: \\File01\records\CC\Agenda Bill 

2010\080210cd-2 Shoreline Master Program.docx 

 



 



1 
R:\PL\DAVID\Shorelines\City Council\City Council Comments from 7-14-10.doc            Rev. Date: 7/27/2010 

So
u

rc
e

* 
SHORELINE MASTER PROGRAM 

Summary of City Council Comments 
City Council DRAFT 7/14/2010 

 # TOPIC PG SUMMARY of COMMENT  STAFF RESPONSE CC Direction 

RC 1 Overview  
4 

A list or description of activities that the City has completed and continues to do 
showing its commitment to environmental stewardship and dedication to 
improve the health of the Puget Sound and its associated drainage basins. 

This information could be added.  

LK 2 20.25.015 [3.b] 
Urban 

Conservancy 

 
III-3 

Should the new wording in the draft “…such as importation of invasive species to 
Lake Burien,…” be moved from 20.25.015-Urban Conservancy to 20.25.020 – 
Shoreline Residential 

The added/underlined text in the Urban Conservancy section (20.25.015.3.b) 
should be removed since the Lake is not located in the Urban Conservancy 
designation.  The complete text (including underlines) from 20.25.015.3.b should 
be added to the Shoreline Residential management policies. 

 

LK 3 20.30.001, Figure 4 
Shoreline 

Designations 

 
IV-1 

Explain the meaning of shoreline residential, aquatic and conservancy in the 
permit matrix. 

These are shoreline environment designations.  We should add a reference to the 
descriptions of the designations in 20.25 and a reference to the map showing the 
locations of the designations on the shoreline (20.25.025 Fig. 3).  

 

LK 4 20.30.007  
Existing 

Development 
 

 
IV-3 

 

Can an appurtenance be maintained without it being removed?  A. Ryan 
commented that the language was not clear enough to specifically allow 
maintenance of appurtenances without triggering removal. Requests that the 
SMP clearly state an appurtenance may be maintained without it requiring 
removal.  

No changes recommended.  20.30.007 is clear that legally established 
appurtenances are conforming to the SMP.  The SMP does not need to state that 
conforming structures may be maintained; we do not make this statement in any 
other land use regulation. 

 

STF 5 20.30.025 [2.a.ii] 
Critical 

Areas/Wetlands 

 
IV-7 

20.30.025[ 2.a]   BMC 19.40—Critical areas (City of Burien Ordinance 394, 
adopted October 20, 2003) shall apply to the shoreline jurisdiction with the 
following exceptions:  

i. The reasonable use provisions contained in BMC 19.40.070 (4) do not apply.   
ii. The following types of wetlands are not regulated by the SMP: 

(a). Small wetlands less than 1,000 square feet and hydrologically isolated; 
(b). Man-made ponds smaller than one acre and excavated from uplands 

without a surface water connection to streams, lakes, or other wetlands 
 

Department of Ecology requested change.  

LK 6 20.30.030 [1.f] 
Flood Hazard 

Reduction 
 

 
IV-8 

20.30.030 [1.f] – the policy regarding the weir at Lake Burien should be removed. 
 

Staff has no objection to removing the policy.  

STF 7 20.30.030 [2.d.vi] 
Shoreline 

Vegetation Consv. 

 
IV-8 

 

Replacement or new lawn areas are prohibited in the vegetation conservation 
shoreline riparian buffers due to their limited functional benefits and need for 
chemical  and fertilizer application; and  
 

This provision should only apply in the shoreline riparian buffers rather than the 
150 foot vegetation conservation buffer. 

 

LK 8 20.30.035 [1.a] 
Public Access 

 
IV-9 

Public access to publicly owned shoreline areas should be designed to provide for 
public safety and minimize potential impacts to protect private property and 
public health and safety individual privacy. 

Staff does not recommend adding the terms “publicly owned” because the policy 
statement should apply to all accesses. We can support the remainder of the 
edits. 
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JB 9 20.30.040 
Shoreline 

Vegetation 

 
IV-11 

Landscaping and vegetation standards should be recommended rather than 
mandatory. 

No changes recommended.  Mandatory standards are needed to establish a 
minimum that must be met.  There are multiple ways of achieving the minimum 
standards.  There are online and published resources available to assist 
homeowners in making appropriate choices.  We can prepare a list of these 
documents and resources for our website and as handouts at city hall. 

 

GS 10 20.30.040 [2.a] 
Shoreline 

Vegetation 

 
IV-11 

There should be more clarification on what constitutes alteration of vegetation 
that requires a vegetation management plan. 

No changes recommended.  The proposed 7/14/10 draft definition of “alteration” 
(in 20.40.000) text is consistent with (and also less restrictive than) the existing 
Zoning Code definition of “alteration” (BMC 19.10.020).   

 

STF 11 20.30.050 Fig. 5 IV-15 Reference in footnote 1 should be changed to “g” rather than “f”. Technical change needed as a result of formatting changes.  

STF 12 20.30.050 Fig. 5 IV-15 Add footnote “3” to Marine Riparian Buffer and Lake Burien Riparian Buffer Added footnote applies to both the riparian buffers and should be denoted in the 
table. 

 

BB 13 20.30.050.1 
 

IV-15 Should the term “existing” be changed to “established” to ensure consistent 
language throughout the document.  

The term “structures legally existing” should be changed to “legally established 
structures”.  

 

LK, 
JB 

14 20.30.050  
Shoreline Buffers 

IV-15 Reduce marine shoreline riparian buffer to 20 feet. No changes recommended.  If Council makes this change additional studies and 
analysis will be needed to support the reduction before the final document can be 
sent to DOE.  The studies and analysis will have to document that the proposal 
will meet the objectives of the SMA and guidelines. 

 

GS 15 20.30.050  
Shoreline Buffers 

IV-15 Reduce marine shoreline riparian buffer to 0 feet behind a bulkhead, with the 
inclusion of low impact development features.  

No changes recommended.  See #14 above?  

STF 16 20.30.070 [2] IV-19 Re-number section to follow appropriate formatting sequencing. Technical change needed as a result of formatting changes.  

LK 17 20.30.075 [2.g] 
Overwater 
Structures 

 

 
IV-23 

Only one overwater structure is allowed for each single family detached 
residential lot.  On Lake Burien, each single family lot may have one dock or pier, 
and one float. 

No changes recommended.  At both the Shoreline Advisory Committee and the 
Planning Commission staff heard from some lake residents that there was concern 
that the Lake could have too many floats.  They felt that too many floats 
potentially added to navigation challenges and visually cluttered the lake.  

 

LK 18 20.30.085 [2.h] 
Public Access 

 
IV-27 

Should public access occur on Lake Burien, only hand-carried watercraft shall not 
be allowed to be launched from the public access areas. 

If this was left as amended theoretically all other water craft would be allowed.  If 
the intent is to not allow water craft from a public access point, it may be best to 
remove the entire regulation or specifically state that no watercraft access is 
allowed at public access points. Example: “Should public access occur on Lake 
Burien, no watercraft access is allowed.” 

 

STF 19 20.35.010 [2]  
V-2 

Reference to paragraph 8 should be changed to paragraph 6. 
 
 

Technical change needed as a result of formatting changes.  

LK 20 Inventory and 
appendices 

 Include data and reports from Lake Burien and the Burien Marine Homeowners 
Association (BMHA). 

The additional information is a part of the public record and will be provided to 
DOE as a part of the formal review process in a public comment volume. 

 

JM 21 General  Please include a brief description of the WAC, RCW or BMC when it is referenced 
in the document. 

Titles of the referenced sections can be added.  

JM 22 Permit Processes  Earlier in the document can a description of the processes (Shoreline Substantial 
Dev. Permit, Conditional Use and Variance) be included. 

A brief description of the processes can be added to Figure 4 along with a section 
reference to the procedures section of the BSMP (Chapter V). 

 

*-BB (Councilmember Brian Bennett), JB (Councilmember Jack Block, Jr.), RC (Deputy Mayor Rose Clark), LK (Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak), JM (Mayor Joan McGilton), GS (Councilmember Gordon Shaw), STF 
(City Staff) 
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